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part, he (Mr, M.) would never fail to admin.:
ister a suitable rebuke when he .attempted

auch conduct towards him. If the hon. gen-
tleman’s T8 | 1
they are, he would always vindicate himself
from insult as an independent member of that
house. When he applied the term * supreme-
Iy ridiculous” to him, he wonld remind the

vovincial Secretary that it was Jjust as easy
for him to retort in the same styio, and per-
haps- in harsher terms, and with more truth,
He was amused atthe hon. Attorney General,
who gave as the reagon for the delay in the
Crown Land oftice—the difficulty of obtain-
ing the proper evidence. He lad no doubt
that in some cases this - difficulty was experi-
enced, but what he complained of was, that
thore was no court to try the cases—that the
committee of the Executive Council could not
bo got together, and that the arrears of busi-
ness had accumulated(!in consequence of their
neglect. He repeated, he was glad that he
had brought this subject to the notice ot the
house, as he was inclined to think some good
would come of it. Already -he was informed
that a number of undecided cases had been
disposed of since his enquiry had been made,
which, probably, would not have been the case
had the question not been asked.

Hon. Prov. SECY. said that he was aware
that in times past, in the heat of debate, his
extremely amiable temger had “been 'sorely
tried, and no doubt he had occasionally said
some pretty sharp things,—but -he thought
thai the house would bear him outin the as-
gortion that he had never so.far forgotten

himself as to allow anything that fell from-

the hon. member for- Richmond to disturb the
equanimity of his temper. If he had done
80, he should be very much ashamed,of him-
self. - Heé did not .say that that hon. gentle-

man had stated what was false, but he told -

him that he could not permit him to convey
a false impression to the country as to the na-
ture of the returns he asked for—and to con-
vey the idea that there were over a hundred
undecided claims, whereas the list he held 'in
his hand only shewed - forty-six. - 1t was very
evident that the object of the member for
Richmond in making this enquiry was to find
grounds for attacking the governmentand to
charge them with neglecting the public busi-
ness. He would advise him, however, in the
prosecution of his praiseworthy researches for
a grievance to care next time to make himself
a little better acquainted with the facta before
he undertook to bring it before the house. The
leader of the opposition had also come to-the
rescue, but in doing so0 he had admitted enough
10 destroy the whole case—for he said that the
proceedings connected with the investigation
of these clainis were analagous to those adopt-
od in courts of law,—and everybody. familiar
with the practice of those courts knew, that
with all the advantages of personal examina-
tion of witnesses, and the presence of judge
and jurors, how much delay resulted and how
overburdened the docket alway was with

srrearages. - If this was the case in: courts of
law, ‘was it to be wondered at, that in-cases:

where the witnesses resided one hundred miles
sway, and information bad to be gathered 'by
correspondence, that some delay :shotld be
occasioned, . : e

vincial Secrotary that he was not in the habit

owers of irony were greater than

yged to inform the hon, Pro-.
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of seeking advice from him, nor did he feel in-
clined to accept it when it was proffered. - He.
did not think that hon. gentleman had ever-
used language more characteristic of himself-
than that contained -in the first paragraph of-
the speech he had just' delivered. He (the:
Prov. Secy.) had taken an unwarrantable
liberty with the House, and .with himself, in.
using the language he did. The hon. gen-
tleman forgot than any one can be insolent:
—‘*that a scullion might call names.” . I
was easy for any person to use contemptuous
lacguage, but he must remind the Provincial
Secretary that he lowered himself in the esti-
mation of the country, and degraded the dig-
nity of the House by pursuing such a course..
But when he looked around these benches
and remembered that others had received like
favors from at hon.’ gentleman’s hands~—
when he recollected -that not a year ago the
hon, member for Yarmouth—whom ail re-:
spected- for his honesty of purpose and inte-
grisy of principle, had been assailed with
coarse_abuse—when hegreflected -that others
of the Prov. Secy’s. present supporters whom
he now, no doubt, regarded as worthy asso-
ciates, hadin times gone by, felt the unjustifi-
able licentiousness of his tongue, he couid well
afford to treat such guerile remarks as_they
had just. heard, with the contempt they de-
served. He would not allow the Prov. Sec.
to pervert his meaning and to convey to the
country aun-inaccurate idea of what he had
really said, 'This was the chief object, and in
this he had succeeded. Yet if- he had allowsd
that hon. gentleman’s versiun: to pass urcon--
tradicted, he did not fear but- that a large por-
tion of the people would have little. difficulty
in coming to the conclusion that it “lacked the
essential element.” ‘He would not occupy the
time of the house any further by replyiug to
the observations of the Prov., Sec. for the beat
way to treat them was - with contemptuous in-
difference. - : s : .o
Hon. Mr.-SHANNON deprecated the warmth
exhibited by the member for Richmond, who
appeared to be always working himself into a
passion about something or other. ' As regards
the state of business in the Crown Land Office
he would remark that when this  government
came into power, he was one of the committes
of the Executive Council—and they were told
that there was a large arrear of business. They
went to work with the ntmost$ energy and soon
found why some of these cases had not been
disposed .of. He knew of no more arduous
duties than these connected with this depart-
ment, and in many cases the want of sufficient:
evidence rendered the decision extremely Qiffi--
cult. If as it had been remarked there were
arrearages in courts of law, it was not surpris-
ing: it should be the case where they had not-
the .same opportunties of obtaining evidences.
Mr. ARCHIBALD s2id that there were some-
cases where there was no dispute and but one :
applicant—in- these thera'should be no. dehg!.-.a
e regretted_the warmth: that had arisen in.
this debate. . Xt was better to discuss the ma-

beer gaid on both sides. ... :
.~ EDUCATION ACT.. - .
‘ Hon. PRO. S8EC. said —1I rise, Mr. Spea

-ter ‘calmly, and he thought qnpugh had now-

ker, to-

.introduce a bill for the better encouragemontof: -

education, and, in doing 8o, I may remark thas:
although the government. have not. heen:. able::
‘to lay-it upon the table at an earlier period °



