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WHY THE SILENCE
The Toronto News has not yet answered

•Hir challenge of September II, llioueh they 
he%«- heil morr then a month lo «lo eo Their 
article was |»ul»li»hed on August 21. an»l we 
answered it on S«-|flrmlier II, an«l The News 
ha» already taken more than a month. Sure­
ly The New* ia not going lo hack out ami 
admit itself heaten. The New» declares the 
|irutective tariff lo lie Canada a greatest 
nerd, and if thia he ao. surely The News can 
a newer the statement published in The tiuide 
on September II. All the tariff experts of 
the Canadian Manufacturers' aaaocialion are 
ready to help The News. If thia combina­
tion ia unable to answer our challenge all we 
aak ia that they admit it. It must he rather 
humiliating to *urh a protectionist journal a* 
The New a not to lie able to reproduce our 
article and expoer the fallacies of tariff re­
duction.

THE WESTERN FREIGHT INQUIRY
The railways, after several month» of 

labor, have at laat presented their caee in 
defense of :he exorbitant freight rates charg­
ed in the West, and the Railway Commission 
spent four day» laat week hearing the evi­
dence of railway official» in eupfiort of their 
contentions. A great ma»a of statistiea was 
submitted, and the inquiry now stands ad­
journed until Monday, November 4. in order 
that theae may he considered and digested. 
It will he remembered that laat spring, when 
the inquiry opened, evidence was presented 
by counsel representing the Dominion and 
Provincial Government» and the Winning 
Hot ni of Trade, showing that considerably 
higher rates were charged in the West than 
those in force for the same service in Kastsf 
Canada. The Commission then decided that 
discrimination had been proven, and gave 
the railway companies until October 1 to 
justify the rates. A report of the proceed­
ings before the Commission last week will 
he found on another page in this issue. It 
will be seen that the chief reason given by 
the railways for discriminating against West­
ern freight-payers is that in the Hast they 
have to meet the competition of water car­
riage. which does not cxiat in the Weat. Such 
frankness on the part of the railways is very 
refreshing. They are compelled, they say, 
to keep their rates down to a certain level in 
the East, because if they charged more the 
freight would go by water and they would 
lose the business. In the West the railroads 
have the carrying trade to themselves and 
they soak the Western shipper for extra pro­
fit» accordingly. But even in the Kast water 
competition ia not allowed to have its full 
effect, for Vice-President Bosworth, of the 
C.P.R.. admitted that there was an unwritten 
agreement between the railroads and the 
navigation companies controlling their re­
spective rates.

The railways evidently take the view that 
instead of the Western rates being too high, 
the Eastern rates are too low, and D. B. 
Hanna, third vice-president of the C.N.R., 
said they would raise the Eastern rates if 
they could, but water competition prevented 
them. It cannot, of course, he contended 
that the railways in the East are operated at 
a loss. There arc big profits coming from 
somewhere, and if the Eastern traffic is not 
remunerative, then the West is making good 
the loss in the East and paying all the profits 
of the whole system as well, a position which 
the railways would not dare to take. The 
railways evidently believe in charging “all 
that the traffic will bear.’’ They are in 
business for the purpose of making all the 
money they can, and they are doing it by

••storting the highest prices they can gel 
from the people lor every eervice they render,
whether it is the carnage of |»aa»engera, 
freight or expreaa, or the dee|«elch of tela 
grams. But the railways have been financed 
by the government, they have been given 
gilts of money and of laud, their l-ootls have 
been guaranteed and they have been given 
other favors on condition that they charge 
reasonable rates, that they do not discrimin­
ate unlairly between individuals or between 
different parts of the country, and that they 
give an efficient service. The railways are 
not carrying out their |»art of the contract, 
and it I» the buMlir®» of the Railway t ouillii»- 
aiou to curb their greet! and compel them lo 
give the people a square deal

CORRECTING THE PARTY SYSTEM
Here is a question from a letter we recently 

received Iroiu an Alberta farmer who is in­
terested in circulating The Guide among his 
neighbors $—

* * Mease assort tbia qaestlos. 1 gel II Bred 
»l we preliy elles, ae«l I aai at ■ lues bote 
lo aaeeel: Tbe OeiUe elle» qewle» lbe felly 
of vewag for party eed preeebee lee dertriae 
well kauWB by aey Ibiafcee teal betb parties 
ate tbe saeie aaU ceelrelled by tbe weaied 
ia 1er es ta. W bo Ibea ebeeld we tele fee, sad 
wby dote sot Tbe Ueide come oel 1er wet 
other eyaleei I I Sail maay farmer® teeoyed 
at Ibis Bltflede of Tbe Uaide, wbieb tlaey 
describe aa titling os Ibe feere. 1 am forced 
to admit Ibat tbit sllitude la detrimental to 
Tbe Ueide, sad It la Ibe osly r >aq>Uiat I ever 
beard agaiaet It. Yoe caaeet recreate tbe 
parly system to lieaeSt either tbe farmer or 
tbe city worker, If that ia Tbe Ueide'» idea."

That the present party system breeds cor­
ruption and legislation lo benefit the few at 
the ex|>enae of the many, no one doubts. A 
remedy is urgently needed and that remedy 
must come from the |wople. Both present 
parties are reluctant to remedy the evils of 
the party system while in power, even though 
they strenuously advocate reform when in 
opposition. No careful student of Canadian 
affairs will hold that there is any appreciable 
difference in the two parties. Both want, 
first of all, power, and they are not over 
scrupulous by what means their ends are 
accomplished. Many honest men in public 
life have attempted the necessary reforms, 
but have gcnrt-ally been overridden by those 
who benefit directly or indirectly through the 
present system. The Guide is not “on the 
fence" in regard to the party system. We 
have advocated Direct Legislation by means 
of the Initiative, Referendum and Recall, as 
the beat method in sight to ensure that the 
will of the people becomes law, that corrupt 
legislation is prevented or repealeiL'ffTfd that 
diahoneat politicians are driven into private 
life. Already five out of the six provincial 
parties in the Prairie Provinces are pledged 
to Direct Legislation, and there is good rea­
son to expect that this system of popular 
government will be placed on the Statute 
Books of Alberta and Saskatchewan during 
the coming session.

This action is also bound to affect the 
federal field, but in the meantime the federal 
parties can be improved from within. The 
main weakness of the party system is the 
poor quality of candidates selected. They 
are largely chosen by the party machine and 
get a share of their expenses from the party 
bag. Naturally such candidates have to 
dance in accord with their masters* tune. 
This evil can be considerably lessened by the 
farmers getting out.to the nominating con­
ventions and making sure that the candidate 
is a man of ability, honor and backbone. If 
the farmers of the West would attend the 
conventions of the parties which most appeal 
to them, and see that such a man was nomin­

ated lor each party, the rreult of the election 
would In» immaterial Of course, it will be 
ohje. ted that many farmers are independent 
and havs no party leanings. In that caee it 
will not matter which convention they at­
tend. Some pro|mae the indejiendent candi­
date as the remedy Thia would certainly 
l»e a good beginning if the farmers would 
supiwrt such s man. and could select one who 
would carry weight in Parliament But gen­
erally an independent candidate la one who 
has previously been affiliated with one of the 
partie® «ml has left it in disgust. This 
being the rase his former |wrty turns on him 
and laliele him ••Grit" or "Tort." aa the 
«•ear may be. A large number of farmers are 
thus led astray and vote for their deer old 
l»arty man ami leave the independent in the 
cold. There must lie a good deal of reform 
work done in the hearts of the individual 
farmers. So long as the farmers stand by 
their party, just so long are the parties go- 
mg to play into the hands of the highest bid­
ders. which are usually the railways, hanks 
and manufacturers. Of course there is an 
• ver-growing relief from the blind party 
loyally on the part of the Western farmers 
But too many of them are still inclined lo 
regard themselves as “Grits" or "Tories,” 
which means that they mark their ballot as 
their party leaders advocate and not accord­
ing to their own judgment This means that 
they have little influence in publie affairs. 
Colidcn and Bright, and their supporters in 
the fight for free trsde in Britain, never af­
filiated with either party. They supported 
candidates of either party wherever they 
found one who would pledge himself to free 
trade. We can find men in this country both 
Conservative and Liberal who are men of 
honor and who will pledge themselves to the 
farmers' demands By sending such men to 
Parliament we will soon have the politicians 
comjieUng for the favor of the common peo­
ple instead of for the favor of the Special 
Interests. We must endeavor to educate the 
|ieople to something better than the dirty 
|K>Jitirel system as we have it, and when the 
people themselves are freed from party 
loyalty they will soon demand something 
better Direct Legislation is a splendid 
method of educating the people. We will 
lie glad to have honest comment on this sub­
ject. Only by thoughtfully and sincerely 
working over the problem together can we 
evolve the proper remedy.

FARMERS AND SPECULATORS
It would be extremely interesting and 

probably somewhat startling if we could 
know just how much time, money and horse 
flesh are wasted every year in Western Can­
ada by reason of the long distances which a 
great many of our farmers are compelled to 
haul their grain and other produce to mar­
ket because of the locking up of land by 
speculators. A glance at the map published 
by the Department of the Interior indicating 
in different colors what land has been entered 
for by homesteaders, patented and disposed 
of in other ways shows that a considerable 
portion of the settlers in Western Canada 
are located at distances ranging from twenty 
to two hundred miles from the railway. And 
yet no one who travels across the prairies in 
the train can help noticing that there are 
miles and miles of good land lying right 
alongside the track that are uncultivated 
and a nosed except as a breeding ground for 
gophers. The farmer who is unable to pay 
the high price at which this land js held 
and the homesteader in search of a free grant 
must travel to and from his home many 
weary miles back from the railway, casting 
envious eyes as he goes upon the vacant


