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WHY THE SILENCE
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- thas na | and dig !
’ red that last spring. when
. il ] was presented
ins representing the Do nio ind
Provin s nt nis nad U Winn ' 4
B ] I'rade, showing 1 msiderably
nmgher rates were « rged in the West than
those in foree for the same serviee in Eastern
Canada The Commission then deeided that
diserimination had been proven, and gave
the railway companies until October 1 to
ustify the rates A report of the ;lrn‘...]

ngs before the Commission last week will

be found on another page in this issue. It
will be seen that the chief reason given by
the railways for diseriminating against West
ern freight-payers is that in the East they
have to meet the competition of water car
riage, which does not exist in the West. Such
frankness on the part of the railways is very
refreshing. They are compelled, they say,
to keep their rates down to a certain level in
the l::n?, heeause if 1’1"_\‘ rh:lrz_'“'l more the
freight would go by water and they would
lose the business. In the West the railroads
have the earrying trade to themselves and
they soak the Westérn shipper for extra pro-
fits accordingly Jut even in the East water
competition is not allowed to have its full
effect, for Viee-President Bosworth, of the
C.P.R.. admitted that there was an unwritten
agreement between the railroads and the
navigation companies controlling their re-
Spective rates

The railways evidently take the view that
instead of the Western rates being too high,
the Eastern rates are too low, and D. B
Hanna, third viee-president of the C.N.R.,
said they wounld raise the Eastern rates if
thev lllH]l!_ '13.1 water 4“”\[""”!“" ['T“\"Hf""
them It eannot, of course. be contended
that the railways in the East are operated at
a loss. There are big profits coming from
somewhere, and if the Eastern traffic is not
remunerative, then the West is making good
the loss in the East and paying all the profits
of the whole system as well, a position which
the railways would not dare to take. The
railways evidently helieve in charging ‘‘all
that the traffic will bear.”” They are in
business for the purpose of making all the
money they can, and they are doing it by

extorting the highest prices they can get
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CORRECTING THE PARTY SYSTEM
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I'hat the present party system breeds cor
ruption and legisiation to benefit the few at
the expense of the many, no one doubts A
remedy is urgently needed and that remedy
must come from the ;'ntrlvi-‘ Both present
parties are reluctant to remedy the evils of
the party system while in power, even though
”u'\ sire l)l]uu\l_\' advocate reform when in
opposition. No careful student of Canadian
affairs will hold that there is any appreciable
difference in the two parties Joth want,
first of all, power, and they are not over
scrupulous by what means their ends are
accomplished. Many honest men in public
life have attempted the necessary reforms,
but have H"lll'Tu“y been overridden ’v}‘ those
who benefit directly or m.lnrc---tly through the
present system. The Guide is not ““on the
fence’ in regard to the party system. We
have advocated Direct Legislation by means
of the Initiative, Referendum and Reecall, as
the best method in sight to ensure that the
will of the people becomes law, that egrrupt
legislation is prevented or repealedafid that
dishonest politicians are driven into private
life. Already five out of the six provineial
parties in the Prairie Provinces are pledged
to Direct Legislation, and there is good rea-
son to expect that this system of popular
government will be placed on the Statute
Books of Alberta and Saskatchewan during
the coming session.

This action is also bound to affect the
federal field, but in the meantime the federal
parties can be improved from within. The
main weakness of the party system is the
poor quality of candidates selected. They
are largely chosen by the party machine and
get a share of their expenses from the party
bag. Naturally such eandidates have to
dance in accord with their masters’ tune,
This evil ean be considerably lessened by the
farmers getting out,to the nominating con-
ventions and making sure that the eandidate
is a man of ability, honor and backbone. If
the farmers of the West would attend the
conventions of the parties which most appeal
to them, and see that such a man was nomin-

ated for each party, the result of the election
would be immaterial. Of course. it will be

ted that many farmers are independent
s have no party leanings. In that case it
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\ lone in the hearts of the individual
Armers So long as the farmers stand by
their party ist 8o long are the parties go

’ 1

into the

hands of the highest bid
lers, which are usually the railways, banks
and manufacturers. Of course there is an

er-growing relief from the blind party
loyalty on the part of the Western farmers
Il inelined to
regard themselves as “‘Grits’’ or “*Tories.''
which means that they mark their ballot as
their party leaders advoeate and not accord
ing to their own judgment. This means that
they have little influence in public affairs
Cobden and Bright, and their supporters in
the fight for free trade in Britain, never af.
filiated with either party They supported
candidates of either party wherever they
found one who would pledge himself to free
trade We can find men in this country both
Conservative and Liberal who are men of
honor and who will pledge themselves to the
farmers’ demands. By sending such men to
Parliament we will soon have the politicians
competing for the favor of the common peo-
ple instead of for the favor of the Special
Interests. We must endeavor to educate the
people to something hetter than the dirty
political system as we have it, and when the
people themselves are freed from party
loyalty they will soon demand something
better Direct Legislation is a splendid
method of educating the people. We will
be glad to have honest comment on this sub-
Jeet. Only by thoughtfully and sinecerely
working over the problem together can we
evolve the proper remedy.

FARMERS AND SPECULATORS

It would be extremely interesting and
probably somewhat startling if we ecould
know just how much time, money and horse
flesh are wasted every year in Western Can-
ada by reason of the long distances which a
great many of our farmers are compelled to
haul their grain and other produce to mar-
ket because of the locking up of land by
speculators. A glance at the map published
by the Department of the Interior indieating
in different eolors what Jand has been entered
for by homesteaders, patented and disposed
of in other ways shows that a considerable
portion of the settlers in Western Canada
are located at distances ranging from twenty
to two hundred miles from the railway. And
yet no one who travels across the prairies in
the train ean help noticing that there are
miles and miles of good land lying right
alongside the track that are uncultivated
and unused except as a breeding ground for
gophers. The farmer who is unable to pay
the high price at which this land js held
and the homesteader in search of a free grant
must travel to and from his home many
weary miles hack from the railway, casting
envious eyes as he goes upon the vacant

But too many of them are sl




