-

j 3

Published under the direction of the Wesleyan Methodis.t Conference of Eastern British America,

_—

Volume X. No. 28.

HALIFAX,

N. S., THURSDAY, JULY 1, 1858,

Whole No. 465,

Pocte._

| From Keble’s “ Christian Ym.‘v'l>

ISAIAH XLI 17,

And wilt thou hear (ke fevered heart
To thee in silence cry ?

And as th’ inconetant wildfires dart
Out of the restless eye,

Wilt thon forgive the wayward

By kindly woes yet half untanght

A Saviour's right so dearly bought,
That hope should mever die ?

“ Thoa wilt"—for many a languid prayer,
Has reached thee from the wild,
Sinee the lorn mcther, wandering there,

Cast down her faiatiog cbild ;
Then stole sﬁmrl 1o weep aod die,,
Nor knew an angel form was nigh,
" To show soft waters gushing by,
And dewy shadows mild.
Thou wilt, for thou art Israel's Ged ;
Ard thine unwearied arm
Is rt'ﬂ(l;v' yet with Moses' I’Od'
T he bidden rill to charm
Out of the dry unfathomed deep
Of sands, that lie in lifeless sleep,
Save when the scorching whirlwinds heap
Their waves in rude alarm.

Those moments of wild wrath are thine ;
Thine too the drearier hour,
When o'er th' horizon’s silent line
Fond kopeless fancies cower,
And on the traveller's listless way,
Pises and ects th’ unchangivg day,
No cloud in heaven to elake its ray ;
i No earth, no sheltering bower.

Thou wilt be there, and not forsake,
To turn the bitier pool

Into a bright and breezy lake,
The throbbing brow to cool :

il left awhile with thee alone,

The wi{ul heart be fain to own

That He, by whom our bright hours shone,
Our darkness best may rule.

"
t

The scent ot water far away

Upon the breeze is flung ;
The desert pelican to-day

Securely leaves ber young,
Reproving thankless man, who fears
‘To journey on a few short years,
Whero on the sand thy steps appears,

Thy crown in sight is hung.

Thou who didst =it in Jacob's well
The weary bours of noon,
The languid pulses thou canst tell,
The nerveless spirit tune,
“Thou from whose cross, in anguish burst
The cry that owned thy dying thirst,
To Thee we turn our Last and First,
Our Sun and scothing Moon,

From dzrkness here, and drearinesss,
We ask not tull repose;

Ounly be Thou at hand, to bless
Our trial hour of woes.

Is not the pilgrim’s toil o’erpaid

By the clear rill and palmy shade ?

And see we not, up earth’s dark shade,
The gate of heaven unclosed ? * o

.
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’zili‘g,i'ou's' ﬁiigtil(ann.
 The Bible.

What is the Bible? It purports to be a
communicaiton from the all-kncwing and
eternal mind of the universe. Iis origin,
preseivation and exisience at the present
mwoment is & standing, perpeival miracle.—
A grost part of it was written more than
ssand t4o hundreed years ago, and

been of nearly eighteen bun-
duraiion. For centuries the art
cave no aid in muliiplying copies
and preservieg it. Yet from the time ¥hen
its fiist pages were gwritten, it bas been
hand-d down from age to age, protected in
its integrity and purity—und-faced, unmuti-
la and a'most vnaliered. And where
. writings of the nations contempo

s with 1's origia >—of Assyria, and

tea, and B gypt 2—of all those which
preceded Greece and Rome? They per-
with their authors, or were lost in the
wastinos of their nations. Where are the
wr Greece 7 A part, and a part
onlv. reman. Ol the four hundred works
of Aristols, one of the great masters of
human reasoning, and the merits of which
1 a desire ‘to save them, but
reached us, and even of
broken, and of others the
questioned. Not one ban-
i ; not one thousandth—part
of the precicus literature of that land of
oquence and philosophy has escap-

creck ol her liberty and national ex-

Rome was the successor—the imi-
Le competitor—the survivor of
Greece in literature ; yet few of her works,
which were herpride and her glory, sur-
vive. She was, for a long period, the keep-
er of ths Cross, as she was of
the literary productions of her citizens.—
Yet it ins, and they have perished.—
The dramas of Livius Andronicus were the
first regular compositions in Latin of which
we Lave any record. Where are they #—

Vhore aregtle works of Ennius, Nevius,
Pacuvius and others? We retain a line of
them — Laetus sum, laudari abs te, paler,
Jawdato viro : of others there is little of any
sub-tantial value. Where are the works of
Cato, cxcept his de re Rustica? Of Varro?
Of ull those to whom Cicero in de Claris
Oratoribus refers 7 Of some even, ot his
own more perfect preductions ? - Where are
the works of patural philosophy and the
gister sciences, matiicmatics and geometry,
which have been called the implements of

iilosophy ?  They were in exis-

Origines ot Cato were writ-
Quas reliquie ? quodve vesti-
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Wouy the difference as to this book ?—

For many hucdred years copies were not
wultiphed and scaitered, so that the ordi-
u-es of decay and desiruction could
Yet the flames which bave
consumed palaces, and cottages, and libra-
ries. tave le(t it unbarmed. The eruptions
of the volcano have not buried, and the more
terrible devastations of the barbarian have
not destroyed it. The siege, and sacking,
and uter de-olation of the capital, and the
scattering to the utmost ends of the earth of
the nation to whom it was committed, de-

Lary ca
noi reach them.

————

!faced not one of its featores, The t(‘-mp}e!
| was destroyed, but the laws written upon its |
| tablets were not abrogated nor erased. The l
| Cross is the essence and the emblem of the |
{record ; and while all around the place |
{ where it was erected utterly perished, that |
record, in all its perfectness, was protected.
Whether it be true or not, that “ T'te Cross” |
was written over that ewsign in letters of
fire upon the heavens, and conducted the
first Christian emperor to victoty, it is true
that the doetrines of this book were planted
| by the throne, and extapded wide as the
empire of the Cesars; and yet when that
empire fell and expired beneath the scourge
of the Northern hordes and the scimetar of
the D!ohsmmedan. this book, its text and its
doctrines, continued to live; its energies
were renewed, and it is still the sage as
when Constantine became its advocate. It
bas passed throogh times of literary and mor-
al darkness as well as light—through periods
of enmity as well as civilization—through
periods of enmity as well as friendship to its
contents—and crossed that oblivious gulf
which divides the modern from the ancient
literary world, and where lies covered up,
forever, 8o much of the literature and :cience
of the nations. Other books have perished
when there was no hostility to their doc-
trines ; this has survived when the arm of
power was stretched out, and every human
passion exerted for its destruction.

. It has survived, too, with no essential al-
terations, and requiring, comparatively, few
learned ¢mendations of its text. Take
into your estimate the magunitude of the
work, and the multitude of the eopies which
curiosity and piety, thyough so long a period,
bave made, and the changes in -its words
and expressions will be found eo few as to
create astonishment. It bas been transiat-
ed in 1he languages of all nations who have
professed its religious faith—has been sub-
jected to interpolating commentaries—Tal-
muds and paraphrases—NMasoretic punctua-
tion—-critical collections—-dissertations—com-
pilations—by the primitive fathers, bal
pacan Christians, Catholics, and sectarian
Protestants—and yet its text has been res-
cued from them all. Its variae lectiones are
less nomerous than those of any oiher
ancient work which has been subjected to
anything like equal exposure. It has called
for commmentaries upon its meaning, and
they may be piled volome upon volume be-
fore human wigdom shall have searched out
all its stores of knowledge. Flled, as it is,
with modes of speech belonging to Asiatic
language—with all allusions to arts whieh
are lost—!o nations which are extinct—to
customs gone by—and treating of counsels
which are not yet fully developed ; humble
piety united to all learning may continne to
expend their force upon it; but what was
written, remains written still, and so written
that @/l may read and understand it. You
koow that Egypt was learned and scientific.
She was so while Greece was yet barbarian
and Rome was without a name. The As-
syrian, the Persian, thie Greek, the Roman,
the Arabian, the Turk came. Nation after
nation has trodden her down, and we Zrope
among her pyramids and her ruins for ex-
positions of her knowledge and her religion.
Her history, and literature, and science,
doubtless, had their written evidence and
records; yet what remains except thai
which is contained in the hierogiyphics upon
her monuments and in her temples; and
who can read and explain them? Who
shall give us assurance that we shall ever
be able fuily to comprehend the knowledge
which they contain and were intended to
conwey ?  They will, probably, never be |
read, so that all, even of the learned, shail |
agree in their language, much less 1a their |
meaning. l

This is true not only in regard to ancien:

writings, but to many which are not vld.—
Shakespeare is not aione in this predica
ment. It is Bot yet two centuries anda
half since Romeo and Juliet, and Richard
the Sceond and Third (his first plays of
whose date we have certain knowledg:)
were written, and yet Warburton and
Faimer, Hammer and Rowe, 'ope and
[beobald, Upton and Grey, Sievens and —
more than all the rest—dJohnson, have de-
voted years of labor to restore his text, and
tell us what he did write. Why bas it re-
quired comparatively so little labor to restore
and preserve the purity of this volume,
which is eo much older and has encountered
so much greater trial? Why was 1t that
the Jews, to whom “the law and the pro-
phets” were first committed, shou!d have
manifested such diligence, when it was trans-
cribed or copied, that they even counted the
number of letters and compared and record-
ed them? Why has it come down, through
centuries, when all elze has’been subject to
alteration and change and destruction?—
The only answer, which even infidelity can
reasonably give, is to be found in the writ-
ing itself, and in the guardianship of its own
all-powerful Author, who has protected it
by nis providence and shielded it by the ter-
rible denunciation with which it closes
against him who shall add to or take away
from * the words of the prophecy”—* God
shail take away hisepart out of the book of
life.’— Hon. S. L. Southard.
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Passing Through the Waters.

« When thou passest through the waters I
will be with thee; and throngh the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee.” Ilsaiah
xliii. 2.

Save me, O God ; for the waters are come
in unto my soul. I sink in deep mire, Where
is no standing ; I am come into deep waters,
where the floods overflow me.” Psalm
Ixvi. 1, 2.

The roads in the east are through marshes
and swamps, which during the rainy season
are generally overflown wi.rh water. Pass-
ing through these the traveller _has often
cause to say, 1 siok in deep mire where
tLere is no standing ; 1 am come into deep
waters.” They 8re inte rsected also with

streams, over which there are no bridges,
through which itis slways ditficult and often
dangerous to pass. Oa the banks of these |
wauters, persons siation lhemsel\_’cs 10 con- |
duct travelers through them. If mounved, |
they conduct them by taking hold of the |
horse's bridie ; if on foot, they carry them |
across on their shoulders. 1 bave often
been carried * through the waters " in both
of these ways. What the guide does for |
the traveiler in passing through these waters ‘
God promizes to do for the traveler heaven-
ward, when passing through the waters of
afil.ciion and the river of death.
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The Cross and the Treasure.

If any of my little readers should travel
in Spain sand Italy, they would meet very
often with a cross, made of wood or iron,
stonding by the roadside. Whenever a
Roman Catholic approaches one of these,
he kneels, or crosses himself and offers a
short prayer. In olden time, as a pious
traveler was journeying on alone, he saw
before bim a cross lying upon a broad
stone. Not satisfied with merely kneeling
before it, he canght it wp in his arms, and |

{ pressed it to his bosom; when lo! what |

should he discover but a large treusure I
concealed beneath the cross? The way. |
worn pilgrim wept for joy, gratefully receiv- |
ed the “ God-sent ” bounty, and traveled on.,
more than ever resolved not to forget the!
cros.  And now my little bright eyed |
friends, let me show you what a treasure |
you may find in taking up the cross. |
Henry Hudson was a Sabbath-school |
scholar; a good boy, though naturally ot al
bold and quick temper. One afiernoon he |
was returning home from school with sever- |
al of his mates, swinging his saclicl upon j'
his arm, and singing merily, when a rough, |
unmannerly Roy came behind bim, very |
rudely knocked his hat into the street, and |
aggravated the insult by laughing heartly !
at his impudence. Poor Henry! It wasa
bitter moment for him ; a more severe strug-
gle he never had. ‘
“You are coward, if you do not knock
him down, Henry,” cried the other boys.—
“ He should’nt do that to me without receiv-
ing as good as he gave.” For a moment
he faltered—his eyes flashed—his hand
almost involuntarily became clenched —but
it was only for a moment. e recollected
the Savior's command, * Bless them that
curse you.” It was a heavy cross, yet he
took it up manfully. His countenance be-
came calm—the little hand opened, and he
offered it to his rude assailant—* You have
injured me witho.t a-cause ; but I freely for-
give you, and if I ever can do you a kindness,
don’t fear to ask me.” Almost thucder-
struck, the boy at first hung his head for
sbame, then his heart melted, and with teazs
in his eyes he took the hand of Heury, und
heartily confessed his fanit. The cross was
heavy, but what a treasure Henry found
under it, in an approving conscience, the de-
voted attachment of this reformed boy, and
the genuine respect of all his school-mates.
Little readers never forget the cross, there
is always a treasure under it.— Forrester's

Boys and Girl's- Magazine.

Patristic Theology and its
Apologists,

Let no injustice be done to the Fathers ;
nor let the theologian or tue philosoph@ of
the nineteenth century withbold from his pre-
decessor of the fourth whatever of honour
may be duc to his pame. If we cafinot
afford to be fair, we may begin to suspect
the purity of our motives.

Truth does not charge with time. It may
expand but it cannot alter nor grow rusty ;
it does not die, nor need it be buried out of |
sight. Neither does it know old age, buat is |
alway3s young, always eiastic, always [ruit-
ful. What was once true is true forever,
thouzh man may lose sight of it, or cease tu
valie it. Though not, perhaps, consciovsly
referring to it, we are always making use of
it. The peril is the peril always, wherever
it is found, aud of whatever age: so the
truth is always true, though written centu- |
ries ago, amid the misis and marshes o!|
cloudier ages ; and the falsehood 1s always |
fulse, though elaborated amid the sunshine |
of a scientific age, and adapied 10 the * pro- |
gress " aud inteilectual enlargement of these |
bolder and, as is supposed, less fettered |
times, ‘

E:ror is unjust and irritable : truth is calm :
and generous, bating injury, and lovirg ml
do jusiice to an adversary. It will prfic us
notling to wrong the memories of tho=e who,
even though they may bLave spokea untrue-
ly, were yet as free 1o speak and wriie as
we, and who are as well entitled 1o a fair
judgment upon what they have promulgated
as we.  1f, as bas been said, all violence is
loss to him that maketh use of it, no less is
all unfairness a wound icflicted upon truth. |

T.ere is a sect in our day (as in oilier
day:) which refuses to judge the Lathers,
and avows itsclf a mere listener to their in-
structions ; nay, which refuses to Lsten to |
anything else (even the Bible,) save so far
as in harmony with patristic teaching. O
course these Cburchmen must go to (he
leng'h of understanding the propositions ol |
doctrine that come betore them, o:herwise
they could not discover the divergence; but
they understand, not in order to exercise
free judgment, but ouly in order to subinit,
Patristic infallibility is their axiom, either
latent or proclaimed. Submission to the
code of patristic law is the foundation of
their ecclesiastical commonwealth. Patrol-
alry with them is a virtue; Bibliolatry a
crime and a superstition. )

The sad assumption here is, that the Scrip-
tures are so written as not to be intelligible |
in themselves ; and, il so, that they do not fur-|
nish a foundatienfor faith to rest on : for ifan |
interpreter be necessary,then he becomes our |
real oracle, and his interpretations our au- |
thentic and inspired Scripture. Such was
Joseph’s exposition of the Egyptian’s dream;
such was Daniel’s interpretation of the Da-
bylonish writing on the wall.

The asssumption is, moreover, as untrue
as it is sad. The Bible is a considerably
more intelligible book than the works of the
Fathers, and the latter stand much more in
need of comment and elucidation than the
former. It would require some boldness to
maintain the opposite ; yet this is the very |
positio: tacitly maintained by thonzands, and
used as the basis of their operatious in their
defence of ecclesiastical superstition. Coa-
fuse avd mystify the formu'a as they like,
when reduced to a simple equation, it 1s just
the intelligibility of the Fathers versus the
intelligibility of the Scriptures.

Of course, such an attempt to prove
dcripture unintelligible must have an objuct |
in view. Such an assault upon what is
Divine would not have been thought of, bad

bere not been & necessity for it.  That ne-
cessiiy is the plain antagonism of Scripture
to systems which they are committed to up-
hold. Bunsen saystruly, “ The antagonism
between the Reformation and the Mcd @ val
Church is irreconciicable.” No less great
is the untagonism between the Apostolic and
Medieval Church. It is their dread of
Scripiure that bas driven these men to set
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up a rival. Had it been as clearly for them :
as it is against them, no * catena Patrum ")
would have been forged, noz any grave de- |
punciation heard agsinst the peril and irre-
verence of studying the Bible withoat eccle- |
siastical help. The testimoay is so explicit- |
ly adverse, that means must be taken to|
silence the witness, or falsify his witness- |
bearing. Say what the arguers will, this is |
the secret (in many cases unconscious) |
meaning of the arguments in favour of pa-|
tristic autbority.
Now, my good friend of ‘the cloister or
the charch, do you really see the bearing of
your own arguments? Do you wish me to
understand you as esaying that you, by
means of the Fathers, can make plain that |
which the Holy Spirit bas made obscare /|
Do you mean to say that God has failed to
make Himself intelligible 1o His creatures,
and that you must therefore step in to make
that light which God has made darkness.
Be the Fathers ever so excellent and
sound, we are undkr no bond to receive
them or their sayings. We prefer the plain
word. We find it more powerful, and much
more eacy to understand ; possessing, more-
over, a unity of purpose, meaning, and
teaching, from beginning to end, which we
in vain seek for amid the dissonances and
contradictions of lrepmas, Tertullian, Je-
rome, Chrysostom, and Auvgustine.— North

b British Review.

Infidelity and Superstition.

In reading the book of Acts a few days
ago, we were reminded that infidelity and
saperstition, though seemingly antipodes,
generally go hand in hand. Phe apostolic
age was an age of general unbelief. The
pagan religions had lost their hold on the
popular mind, and families and nations bad
drifted far away (rom the old religious moor-
ings. Dot it was an age also conversant
with_the wildest vagaries of superstition.—
We can scarcely credit the dark pictures
drawn by Roman Vistorians and satirists of
the delusions of thebr own timas,

The apostles encountered {hese supersti-
tions in their missionary tougs. and Luke
has given an occasional allusion to their
prevalence and power. Simon Magus be-
witched the people of Samaria by his sor-
ceries. The divining damsel at Philippi
brought much gain to her masters by sooth-
eaying. The Ephesians used curious arts,
and the magical books, burped by the con-
verts, were valued at fifty thonsand pieces
of silver. Elymas, the sorcerer, thought to
turn even Sergius Paulus the faith
of the Gospel. The human mind haviog
no substantial religious faith, readily accep-
ted the impostures of cunning mountebanks.

We are witnessing similar follies in our
age. “Is there anything whereof it may be
said, See, this is new? "It bath already
been of old time, which was before us.”—
The spirit-rappers and table-turners are but
the legitimate decendants of Elynas and the
divining damsel of Philippi. Their revela-
tions from the spirit world, speiled out with
such stupid dulness, bear the same relation
to the Bible as the sorceries of Simon Ma-
ous to the miracles and teachinge of Paul.
It will be a mystery to future generations
how intelligent men and women could listen
patiently to such arrant nonsense as has been
communicated, by the new mediums of in-
spiration, from the lips of Bacon and
Frankiin, of Calvin and Whitefield.

But unbelievers in the Bible are the most
earnest advocates of this vapid spiritualism.
They cannot believe in the Son of God, bat
ihey place implicit confilence in the Misses
Fox. They find nothing to revere in the
miracles and teachings of the New Testi-
ment, which by tbeir inherent power have
revolutionized the world, but the mystic
pages of Mr. Davis or Judge Eimonds are
full of profound wisdom. The volume of
our daily social life teaches us as distinctly
as the book of Acts, that the rnost sceptical
men are always the most credulous, and
those who de iberately reject a divine teach-
er are easily deluded by a shrewd mounte-

| bank.
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Sowing Tares.

“ But while men slept, the enemy came
and sowed tares among the wheat,and went
his way."— Matt. xiii. 25.

Strange a3 it may appear, this is still lit-
eraily done in the Eas:, See that lurking
villain, watching the time whben his neigh-
bor shall plow his field ; he carefully marks
the period when the work bas been finished,
and goes in the night following, and casts in
what the natives call the pandinellu ; that
is, big paddy ; this being of rapid growth,
springs up before the good seed, and scatters
itseif before the other can be reaped, so that
the poor owner of the field will be for years
before he can get rid of the troublesome
weed. But there is another noisome plant
which these wretches cast into the ground of
thosg they hate called perwm-pirandi, which
is more destructive to vegetation than any
other plant. Has a man purchased a field
out of the bands of another, the offender
says, “ I will plant the perim-pirandi in his
grounds.”— Roberts.

God is Exact.

We discover, in all we know of him, that
Le is the exactest of beings; doinrg nothing
without fixed principles, and allowing noth-
ing out of its true place and order. He
weighs every world of the sky, even to its
last atom, and rolls it into an orbit exactly

| suited to its uses and quantities. Nothing
|is smuggled out of place, or into place, be-

cause it is well enough anywhere. If a re-
treating army wants io cross a8 frozen river,
the ice will not put off dissolving, but will
ran into the liquid state, at 8 certain exact
poiot of temperature. If a man wants to
live, there is yet some disessed speck of
matter, it may be, in his brain, or in his

| heart, which no microscope even could de-

tect, and by that speck, or because of it, he

| will die at 2 certain exact trme ; which time

will not be delayed, simply because it is
only a speck. ls then character a matier
tbat God will trest more loosely? How
certainly will any expectation of heaven,
based on the lonseness of God, and the
cunfidence that be wiil stand for pno very
exact terms, iseue in dreadful dissppoint-
ment !—Bushnells Sermons for the New

 m———

TGM Afford to Giva,)”

benevolent interests of the day, called lately
in pursuance of Lis duty, upon & geotleman
with whom he was acquainted, a business
map, and a Christian, but one who Lad hith-
erto excused bimself from making liberal
contribations on the plea that he * could not |
afford it.” This plea from a man of un-
doubted wealth, had probably seemed almost
incredible to our friend the collector ; but as
he now sat in view of the sumptucus suite
of parlors, awaiting the appearance of their
proprietor, the truth flashed npon him. He|
felt that the plea had been sincere ;, the ex-
planation was bei.re him.  Oa the gentle-
man’s entrance, he mentioned the errand on
which he had come, adding, “ But I see,!
sir, that you really canoot sfford it, and I|
cannot think of presenting any claims upon |
you. Sucha sczie of expenditare as | see '
indicated by everything around me can io- |

the cause of Christ. | must look e!sewhere |
for support to our operations. * Good morn-|
ing sir I The collector leit, but the arrow |
be had lodged d:J not. It was not iong be-

fore the rich st:ward sought him, with ac- |
knowledgements for the cutting repro .f,!
which bad madg a protound and sbiding |
impression upon his conscience.  He had

made up his mind that be could afford to]
give, and could not afford to squander. H:|
presented the collector a check for $1.000.

with the assaraice that the style of his

housebold should Le no longer a scandal nor

an incumbrance (o his piety.— Ezaminer.

i&clig{b—nﬁ Smtlliécﬂmc'.

From the Christian Advoca'e & Journal.

Foreign German Mission.

in of the M ¥. Mission in Germa=
-Number of Laborer-— kst Gers

Straues and Nast—Or
ny—Jucoby— Resul.
msn Methodist Cci.ferenee—Pro pects—Hanover and
Saxony—Switzerlay. . —Church in Zurieh.

In 1827 two young men finished their
studies together :t the ancient and renown-

For six years they bad chummed, and st8di-
ed, and formed their plans of life together;
and it appeared l:kely, then, that their lines
of life would run »arallel or nearly €o; that
they would both Le theologians and probably
lecturers and - University professots. How
widely diff rent n:e the designs of that Pro-
vidence who rules over us, from our own
plans and arranzements. Ooe of these
young men was ramed, DAvVID Frieprica
Strauss, and the other WiLLIAN NasT.
In eight years from the date of his lenving
the university, S rauss had written that fa-
mous book, ( The :fe of Jesus.) in compa-
rison with which il that infideliry had done
before was triflinc ; that book.of pride and
power, of clear, ncute, philosophical, and yet
worldly and wicked thinking, which formed
the culminating ¢ffort of German rational-
jsm. And in those eight years Nast had
been led through many a lane of sorrow and
darkness up to the hour when that memor-
able awakening occurred, which issued in
his thorough coav:rsion to God, and his en-
trance upon the work of the ministry in the
Methodist Episcornl Church. It 18 not rash
10 say that what God bas done in convert-
ing William Nas:, and in founding, through
bim, the German Methodist work in these
Ubited Siates, wi'l more than counterba-
lance all the evil that Strauss and his book
have ever done. 1ut besides the work in
this country, the Church has organiz:d.
mainly, 100, as a fiuit of the conversion and
labors of Dr. Nast, a most powerful agency
to aid in bringing back the Fatherland to
that glorious fait’ and that sound religious
life and experience from which, in ihe ages
since Luther's death, it has so widely wan-
dered. lIn furni:hing our readers a brict
+ketch of this forgjgn German work we
sball surely give them occasion to say,
* What hath God wrought 7’

On the 3rd of May, 1819, the Board of
~Managers ol the Missionary Society of the
M. E. Church resoived to e-tabifsh a mis-
sion in Germany. The Bishop appointed,
as the first Missionary, the Rev. S. L. Ja
coby, a man whosc capacity to preach, to
teach, and to govern, had been demonstrat
ed during several years of successtul labor
as a preacker and presidiog Eider in the
German mission work in our western coun-
try. And his eight years of gervice as su-
perintendent of our missions in Germany
bave amply illustrated the wisdom of his
nppointmem-—huv illustrated, rather, the
wisdom and goodness of ‘that Providence
which led him first [rom Germany to Amer-
ica, and then brouiit him within the reach
of Goapel infiuences under the preaching of
Brother Nast. Be was directed to proceed
to Bremen, and to make that city and its
harbor the centre of his labors; the most
important reason for the choice of this point
being that it is the principal points of em-
berkation for the vast number of German
emigrants from Germany to America. Oa
the 9th of November, 1849, Mr. Jacoby be-
gan his laborsin Bremen. His first preach-
ing was in a hired saloon in the Kramer
Amt-Haus, or Grocer’s Hall) ; and in bis
first report, dated Feb. 26:h, 1850, he states
that the “saloon, which will accommodate
about 500 persons, is filled baif an hour be-
fore the meeting commences, and many
have to go away for want of room.” He

also commenced preaching on Tuesday

ts, in & dancing saloon in one of the
saburbs, when the congregation amounted
to three hundred. Fourteen persons had
been received on trial, of whom seven were
newly converted, whilst the rest were be-
lievers who bad been revived and strength-
ened. Within these three months Mr. Ja-
coby had begun to print and circulate tracts,
and bad even commenced the publication of
Wesley's sermons, ihus laying the founda-
tior of a Book Concern.

The report of these immediate results
produced a profourd impression upon  the
Chburch. The Board, at Mr. Jacoby’s re-
quest, authorized the publication of a news-
paper in Bremen a3 scon 8s five hundred
dollars should be subscribed for the purpose
here ; and the amcunt was at once supplied
by Messrs. Baker, Drothers, (C. J. Baker,
of Baltimore, and ii. J. Baker, now of New
York,) whose Christian liberality bas been
largely displiiyed toward this mission ever
since. Two addi.ional missionaries, the
Rev. C. H. Doerinz and the Rev. L. Nip-
pert, were sent out in May, 1850, and bave
ever since been la\oring with great accept-

ed University of Tubingen, in Germany. |

! May, 1851) the mission had been reinforced |
'by the additional laborers, and ¢
A voluntary colleetor for one of the great |

work bad
expanded into a regular circ of some
twenty appointments, The Evangelist was
by this time regularly published ; tracts and

ne
it

' books had been wisely distribut-d, and nine
hundred children bad been gathered into |

Sunday Schools. In one year more, 1852,
the work had extended into Saxony, where
Brother Wonderlich, 8 German convert,
had established pteaching in several vil-
lages, and had seen over a hurdred souls
brought to God. The Charch in Bremen
and ite vicinity had been greatly enlarged,
and a missionary society established, and the
sale of books and periodicals greatly extend-
ed. lno 1833 the government of Bremen
recocnized the legal existence of the * Tract
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,”
and a new chapel (the Sieffens Weg) wis
built in the suburbs. The lot for the puild-
ing, and about eight hundred doilars in
cash, were given by one of the woung com-

deed leave you litle, if anything to spare for | rerts in Bremen, and the whole was finish- |

ed, in beautiful order, with a d: bt of only
six hundred and forty dollars, vpon a pro-
perty worth ebout four thous ind dollars.
The number of laborers in the whole mis-
sion had increased (o fifteen ; ard the field
bad spread further east into § xony, and
into Wurtemburg in the south. Ia 1855 a
new and beautiful edifice was erec ed in Bre-
men, for a church, parsonage, and Book
Room. Itis a fine brick building, thirty-
eizht feet by ninety-five, and affords ample
accommodation for all the branches of the
wission work.
year the labors of the missionarics were ex-
tended into Switzerland.

ln 1857 Bishop Simpson visit>d the mis-
of the brethren, and to ordain the preachers
who bad been called into the work on the
spot ; and Dr. M'Clintock accompanied him
by order of the missionary b.ard. The
Furst German Methodist Conference held
under the presidency of & bishop was open-
ed in Bremen, Sepi. 5tb, 1857, ard daring
that and the following days the regular bu-
siness of a couference was transacted there,
in the same spirit, and in the same forms, as
in our American Church. Thus, in seven
years this mission has grown into a Church.
The increase in the membership during this
single conference year was etated at two
bundred. The whole number o laborers,
inclading missionaries, assistanis, colpor-
teurs, &c., is twenty-nine. Tho statistics
of the membership are,

MEMBERS, LOCAL PREACHERS.

141 3

92 2

o8 1

279 1

14

40

20

154
’ To'a! 788
Missionary collections for the year. $405 60.
Officers and teachers in Sunday schools, 109.
Suanday Scholars, 1,125.

In estimating the actua! result of the mis-
sion, it must be remembered that cmigration
brings away many of our memhers from
Germany to America every year : the num-
ber of conversions has been probably twice
or three times that of the present number of
members returned.

The prospe cts of our work in Germany
were never better than now. Oue of its
most promi-ing features is the facc that na-
tive laborers are rising up in the bosom of
tbe infant Church. In no mission that has
1o get its laborers constantly from ubroad,
can we get a permanent foothold  Some of
the best and most vseful wissionaries now
n our German work are the fruit of the
mission itgelf; and the statemen's made at
the Bremen Conference of 1857, with re.
spect to their zeal and devotion, were very
interesting.  The case of the R-v. Earnst
Maunn was especially so. He was convert-
«d 10 cur Methodist chapel at B.cmen, and
shortly after went back to his naiive place,
Pirmasens, in the Reinpfalz where be be-
gan to teil what Ged had done for him, and
1o a short time, under his earnest labors,
thirty souls were brought to Gd. Thence
e went to Weissemburg, in Alsace, which,
though a German distriet, b-longs to
France. H re, too, his preachin; was be-
ginning to bear fruit, when he was arrested
by the police, and imprisoned for seven
weeks.  On his release the police advised
him to leave the place, and he proceeded to
Lausanne, where again the fruit of his la-
bors soon appeared in twenty or more con-
versions ; and the work spread in Morges,
and other places in the ncighborbood, until
a promising circuit was formed. This is an
illu-traticn of the way in which the work is
spreading here, and it is precigely the way
in which it has spread from the beginning,
in England and in the United States

The question is often asked, how far the
government of the different German States
are disposcd to hinder and anncy our la-
borers. We are happy to say that the
way is almost perfectiy open to them every-
where, except in Hanover and Saxony. In
the latter country brother Wuonderlich has
been vexed and annoyed several years by
police interference ; and during the last year
meetings have been forbidden, except
among the inhibitants of the villages them-
selves, without strangers. Of course this
shuts out thé missionary; but it does not
stop the work. Our beautiful system works
admirably to fill the gap; and class-leaders
take charge of the flock, as pastors and
téachers, and all wait for a better time. In
the language of brother Jacoby’s last report,
“ We have not the least doubt that the good
cause will finally get the victory.”

German Switzerland appears to be the
most prominent field of labor now opening
before us, The city of Zarich is the centre
of the manufacturing interests of Switzer-
land ; it abounds in iron, railway, and loco-
motive factories, and in silk works Daring
the last year our Missionary (Brother
Jacobsmuehlen) has had congregation aver-
aging six or seven hundred ; some forty or
fiity have been converted; and the church
bas been regularly organized by the estab-
lishment of classes. Bat the hall in which
the preaching bas been held is too strait for
the people; and i! it were large enough, it
can only be had at inconvenient hours, and
on a very uncertain tenure. A church edi-
fice is imperatively demanded. With it
should be connected, as in Bremen. a dwell-
ing for the missionaries, and suitable offices

Bremen

Oldenburg
Bremerhaven

South German Mission
Hamburg

Zurich

Lausanne
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ance and usefulness. ln one year more by
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gion, in order to  strengthen the bands’ ‘

The central position of Kurich rail-
way system of Switzerland, and its moral
relations as a university town, and a pluce
of commanding influence wih the whole
country, point it out, unmistakably, as the
proper center for the operations ot (German
Methodism in Southern Europe. The call
has been made from the other side of oar
missionaries, and they back it up with.g
subscription of nearly fwo thousand dollars
from one of our German converts, a man by
no means wealthy. Shall this noble ex-
ample be lost upon us?! We are it
will not. Already an answer has come
from Baltimore ; the same prompt hberality
| which was meniioned in an early partof
| this article bas again spoken, and Brother
| Baker offers two thousand dollars to the
| Missionary Board for the Zurich chureh —
| It is not intended that s; eczal collections for
| this object shall be made, or special contri
| butions sought for; but should the contri-
| butions of our people to the grueral fund
warrant it, we have no doubt that the Board
| will authorize the erection of a church and
| mission buildings in Zurich.

In conclusion, we congratulate the Church
lon the success that bhas thus far attended
[ Methodism in Germany, and the propects
| that are before it. And besides its direct
Ih-lulln. its indirect fruit is strring up the
Churches and pastors to new diligence and
zeal is perhaps of greater importance. (Uur
work there is not carried on—we trust it
never will be—in the spirit of mere pro-
seiytism ; wherever we can find taithiful
pestors, we should seek, as we have done, to
aid their labors, not to take away their ticks,
In this way we shall be welcomed by all
true ministers of Christ, so soon® as it is as
well-known throughout Germany, as it is
lin some portions of ghe country, that our
object in sending missionaries there is sim-
ply to “spread Scriptural holiness,” and
that we only seek to introduce the organisa-
tion of Methodism where that organizaton
is essential to the actomplishment ol our
great end. e

in the

sure

Obituarp Notices.

Died, on the 3¢d of Muarch, Mr John
Deacon, eldest son of Wilkum Deacon
E:q, formerly of Bathurst, but now hving
at Moncton, Westmoreland N. B.  Our
young brother was carefully nuriured in the
admonition of our Lord Jesus, by his golly
parents, who felt a deep concern for the
spiritual and eternal welfare of their prom-
ising child. Their sedulons concern and
earnest prayers were not long without ¢ ffect
When about thirteen years of age, the Holy
Spirit so deeply convinced him of the wicked-
ness of his heart, together with the sinful-
ness of his ways,as to occasion great dis-
tress of mind, deep anguish of spint, contin-
ued for several days, when it pleased the
Lord, the Spirit, to lead him to behold the
Lamb of God as the allsufficient sacrifice for
sin; and in the exercise of faith, his sins
were all pardoned, and the epirit of adoption
was received into his heart crying—Abba,
Fatber. His young heart was filled with
the Saviour's love ; soon he began to exer-
cise the gift bestowed upon him, and it was
not in vain Influenced by a conviction,
that the Great Head of the Church had
called him to preoch the Gospel, he re-
paired to the Sackville Academy, whera, un-
der the tuition of the wise and learned prin-
cipal of that instiution, he made considerable
progress in learning, and also, in gruce;
but being subject to occasional fits, it was
deemed prudent for him to relax his mental
efforts for a period. The writer wus (hen
stationed on the Peticodiac Circuit, (since
divided.) Brother Decacon having been
strongly recommended to me by the R:v.
John Prince, as a young man of ardent pi-
ety, and acceptable as & local preacher, I
was induced to give him an invitation to
come to my assistance, to which he prompt-
ly responded. He laboured vearly a year,
when he was advised by a physician to de-
sist for a time, from pub 1espeuking. N-arly
four years passed away, during wh'e: | had
little intercourse with him. ~ Hating been
removed to this circuit, we again renewed
our acquaintance. Atour lart camp meeting
our dear brother obtained a great bles-ing,
and remained with us until the close ol his
mortal carcer. Qaly a few days before his
decease, he took pact 1n a protract:d meet-
ing, was very happy in the love of God.—
The evening béfore his death Le was as well
and cheerful 28 usual. And when the gen-
tleman who slept in the same apariment,
rose in the morning, our dear brother was
sleeping sweeily. But how solemn, Low
cudden the summons ! He never awoke in
this world again. His end was peace. The
love of Christ prompted him to leave nis
home, where every earthly comfort might
have been enjoyed, and traverse mouon-
tains and valleys, breasting the wintry
storms, and toiling through deep snow to
preach Jesus from house to house, but he
fimshed his course in connection with a
blessed revival. He died at his post with
his armour on. DBlessed are the dead who
die in the Lord. The writer pre.caed his
funeral sermon to an audience, who deep'y
sympaihized with his parents, the only re-
lations of the deceased present. Oan this

circuit his name is as ointment poured forth,
W. ALLEN.

Mrs. JoNATHAN GranAM, the subject
of the lollowing remarks, was for muny
years a resident at Wollville, and was
much respected for her numerous ¢x el
lences of character and disposition. DLat,
although from childhood the subject of the
fear of the Lord, yet it was not until her re-
moval to Hantsport, and during the affliction
which terminated her life, that she entered
into the glorious liberty of the Gospel of
Christ Indeed ber experience was like that
of too many of our respected friends; she
venerated God’s house, and all the institu-
tions of his church ; she was also a woman
of prayer; yet through distrustfulness of
mind, she was afraid to claim the Lord
Jesus as her Redeemer. But in the time of
affliction ber mind was much comforted,
especially throngh the instrumentality of a
class meeting, recently established in ber
son-in-law'y house—the place of ber resi-
dence. Cheered by the counsels, and con-
forted by the prayers of the people of God,
ber soul mounted up in holy confidence ; and
now she felt that the * great transaction was
done,” that this God was her God, and
would be ber guide unto deatb. To the
writer she expressed ber regrets because of
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