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THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

THE LATE FR. BERTRAND WIL.
BERFORCE, 0. P.

A CONVERT GRANDSON OF THE UGREAT
ENGLISH EMANCIPATOR.

Father Bertrand Wilberforce, whose
death (on the 14ch ult.), says the Lon-
don Tablet, will be regretted by a wide
circle of friends, was the bearer ol a
name associated in some ways more inti-
mately than any other with the revival
of the Catholie religion in Kogland dur
ing the pineteenth century. When Mr,
(+ladstone wanted to illustrate his con-
gention that the converts to Kome were
drawn from the Low Church and not
from the High the name of Wilber-
force was one to conjare with. ‘Who
but knew of *‘the Clapham soct,” and of
the diary of William Wilberforce, a
diary on which, if truth were told, Mr.
Gladstone seems at times to have mod
elled his own? Three out of the four
sons of the Emancipator were among
Rome's reeruits; and their secession
was the more observed inasmuch as the
romaining lagging brother became a
Bishop in the Ang ican communion,
Buot everybody in the Anglican Charch |
was ' Low,” or was nothing, at the l

1
|

beginning of the last eentury; and
therein lay the flaw in the Gladswonian
logic. But for the Oxford movement,
cortainly neither Robert Isaac Wilher
foree nor Henry Wilberforce, wh) were
poth in Anglican orders, would, hu-|
manely speaking, have come into touch l
with the Churen of Rome. {

Henry Wilberforce was a Kentish ‘
virar whose conversion was immediately
aided by an influx of Irish hop pickers |
to whon his charity was extended dur- 1
ing an epidemic ot fever. That debt of
his was repaid a thousandfold, one may |
say, by the multitades of missions |
preached to the ¢ xiles of Ireland by his i
won—the Father Bertrand Wilberforce |
whose 10s8 we now lament.

His funeral took place from the
Dominican Priory at Woodchester on ‘
December 17, and his body was buried 1
in the graveyard where his father and |
mother rest.q Father Viocent M’ Nall,
Q. I., preached at the funeral Mass. We
juote some interesting remiuiscences
and character suggestions of the de-
parted priest, who, like his eulogist,
was a brilliant writer as well as
preacher :

“ The life that has just fled, and
in its flight has brought us together
for a few moments of common prayer
and sympathy, was that of a preacher.
Nature and God had fitted hin to
speak the word, to deliver a message,
to enforce a trath, The very tones of
his vo.ce, bell-like and silver-clear,

blood of Liberators filled his veios.
The tongue of masters of his mother
tongue spoke in his words. He owed it
to the stock from whence he came that
he lyved freedom, and that he felt him
solf but balf-free and half-enslaved at
the signt of slavery. Nor was it with
ont influence over his whole life that in
the land he trod again and again in his
tireless zeal the only slavery he met
was the most bitter to him becanse the
most painfal to his Master, the slavery
i sin. The sight of sin weghed or
him like a disease. True, he had eyes
to see it, emotions to feel it, a heart to
be saddened by it, and boldness to {ace
it. He could not put it trom sight nor
yield to it. To have b-en blind to it
or to have cowed beloie it he must
have put an end to those intuili
which, in the tru
strength, he owed to the ‘i«
whence he was hewn.' Add
manly self-forgetfuloess, a

ns and
and

\Nere
energies

a certau

disregard for the comforts of life, 1 |

lack of solieitnde for to-morrow, a con
vietion that life is a daty ither than a
pastime, and it will be seen that nature
had made him as it had made so many
i bis name, fitted in life and tongue
to speak the trath between man and

man.

© Nor had God long delayed to add
His gifts to those o nature. As a boy
/o received the priceless pearl of
faith. He used to look on the days he
spent outside the Caureh with a sense
of fear for all the ill that they had
wronzht in him, and of gratitude for
all the good God bad wrought through
them. Reception into the true Chureh
was to him the breaking of a snare, the
passing from a storm swepl sea into the
safety and restota harbor, the dawning
of day after weary hours of night.
Later on in life he was given the crown
ing privilege of the priesthood. Bas

his wholeheartedness would not bear |

the honor by itself. He coveted the
virtues rather than the powers of a
priest. Having received one, he be
sought God for the other, until the
Giver ot both, in asswer to his prayer,

| Conterences have Lt

4 m l I EH ( . I "A"
gave him sway over thonsands. Toe \th\unml members

\Alu\w)\ the danzer of

took either his sight or his hearing he
could be resigned, for he could still
stand before the people and preach ;
!.ub that if God took his sightand hear
ing alike he felt he must die, for he
could work no more.

“ In his coll, where he set out a few
days ago to preach his last sermons and
to die, there still remains untouched
upon the wall a simple unframed paicte
ing of his patron Saint, the Apostle of
America, Lewis Berirant, whose lile he
wrote 0 well, and the lessons of whore
life he studied so deeply —the friar-artist
whose work it is has given us the
Saint's drooping head and pale, with
ered, haggard countenance. On a
g+roll near the face are wristen the
words 80 often on the Saint's lips
during his months of agony : * Her
burn; here cut ; here spare not | But
spare in eternity, It was the mot’ 0
not merely of the patron, but of the
client, as all coald see who knewy him
llurill( life.

e e e

AN UNSOLVED PROBLEM.

PROTESTANT  PREACHERS
VAIN WITH TH!
DON T MEN GO TO Ccuugcu ¢’

WRESTLI IN
*WHY

QUESTION

|
|

i
namber of Protestant preach
ers and other pe o of Westehaster

‘4
soanty are discuassiog the  pion

““ Why don't men go o

church ¢’
crusades Inst)
tuted, I'ne first discnssion |
of the gne in the Y

Men's Christian Association al

public

tion was nhe

: |
nite
Plains on Christmas afternoon. Kvery- |
thing, fron the lack of encouragement |
or determination on th» par! ol woman
kind, down to sosial aud fra ernal organ
1zations, cawe for a share of the |
blame. |
‘ Spinsters, widows and wives come |
straggling into charcen  in twos and |
threes, sometimes accom panied by ehil |
dren, while the men wh) come directly
under their influence, are loanging at
home in smoxin
eoffee or sometaing else in bed,”" was

|

the complaiat of one parson, who then | OB which

asked how many knew what was the |
averags wale church attendance in |
White Plains.
was primed, and so was the Rev. Dr.
Boothe, of the White Plains Baptist
Church. The latter added :

* On Sanday, Desember 18, there
by actual count in the five Protestant
churches in White Plains just two
hundred and forty-four males over the
age of twelve.”

“+ Where were the rest of the ten
was asked.

The Rev. T. J. Robinson, of the
Presbyterian chureh, re warked that a

““puwber of the sisters had been n-n}

hand."’

The spinsters, widows and wives
whose men iriends and relatives were
revelling in smoking jackets and
* other things'' were once more re

Methodist denomination, offered, as an
answer to the riddle, that it was ba
cause of the increase and popalarity of

\ fraternal societies, Several of the

. Hite's view, ona
You see, there is

ministers endo

ot them saying :

s»OMe
ruler with a glib tongue who, in order
to brinz grist to his own will, will try
in an insidious way to lmpress upon the
| the members ol his organiz wtion that it
they live up to the principles of their
socicty, lodge or whatever it may
| they will prove themse Ives all that

( is required of them as men and Chris

tians

Fraternal o©
right. Thuey
‘ the material prosperity of good men,”
was volunteered,
| * Bat the f wetional
are the work ot weun, while the Church
is the work ol God,”” and the Rev. Dr.
Hite added, ** but all of that does not
solve the guestion why don’t more men
go to chureh 2"

Following this some of the ‘* Why-
men - don't- go - to- charch conferces
asked Father Richard J. Keele, rector
oi St. Johu's Roman Catholie Churceh,
at White Plains, what he would do in
tho matter of young men of his denomi-
nation affiiiating with the Y. M. C. A

vSome time :
one of the membersof the Y. M. C. A.,
| said the priest, *‘and 1 was asked to
\ help in this movement and aid in gain-
| ing recruits for the ¥. M. C,A. I
eonld not aet, and
It that it would be to
I a yoO
EHeOUras
ieh he would only be

orgapizations

¢o 1 was approached by

resporded tha
thouwzh s

the detre

hoo 1 to ask
a society i
tolerated and in whien he wonld not

<ent him the eall to a life of cloistered | pecely its of membership
self saarifice. te ecame from the world to n account ¢ s 7ion e gentle
the cloister to learn; in God's own day | man w appro od me first said that
ho was sent back to the wor d to teach | the Y. M A . Protestant asso
vs ope who being 1n the world bat not | eiation, an { | as wy they did not
of it was thereby fitted to lift it uo s( yfin Protestant young
vards with hi If nearer to God. |m I'he C oh W hes
"hen came the | gifg of all. * Take | societics A 5 CA o to
1p thy er . and follow Me. ' o was : nold her

wn invitation from Him ifrom whou | Fatne i y ent nitted

{ not refuse to learn the highest hat | AL \ re St
visdom at its purest source. An \ \ 0 \
though for a moment, Pper ps, the ngs.'!
wh within shrank at the sigi vh Tue Ca eamad at

av before him in the wake of e ¢

Crocified, never did his truer, higer 1’

will turn aside from the suffering and | expresse

toil and patience that, in the mind of | was tra

St. James, are so needed for those who | of White 10

speak to sintul men ol their s than pagans.’ he add tl
sickness | modern pagan, a r all, is not such a

It is now many years sinee
[e looked upon 1u as
y messenger of death., Indeed it made
his lite something less painful than
death. And there were times—you
have seen thew, my brothers—when
under the weight of pain his o'd bouy-
ancy flickered low. There were times,
too, when he thought he could not
live, when he would have been glad to
die. But there never was an hour or #
moment, that we, his brethren, ever

¢ume upon him.

saw when he was ready to accept lile

on condition of not toiling tor rouls,

Once his disease was ab such a pitch
that both sight and hearing was taken
away, and he was left to the nulitudu. of
his own thoughts, which he filled with
What
he was thinking of and speaking of to
God was made known in a letter to one
very near to him in kindred and sym-
pathy, to whom he wrote that if God

untiring monologues with God.

bad fellow as the vorld looks at tnin

He lives in a Christian ommunity and
enjovs the penefit which
Christianity has best ywed upon society
wnd does not have to make the least
show of ackunowledgment of thes:
but unfortunately his number
creasing daily.”

* Why don't m
however, has not yet
Waestchester, thongh more are
than in many md nthe. Whether the

organized

the comparison oi the
Protestant attendances, the knock

and the temptations of gsmoking jiwckets

begin to look vp with the new year.

|
ts or taking their i agair st the assaults ot the devil.

This particular parson [ from the

exalted |

ynizations are all
often do much to advance | ™

go to church
been zolved in
going

orcdit is due to the rivalry caused by
Catholiec and
at | take missionary work.
fraternal secieties or the blame laid at
the doors of over indulgent womankind

the ministers of Westchester county
smilingly admit this to be so, and also
that the contribation plates and boxes

A NEW INDULGENCED PRAYEr.

The subjoined document will bring
joy to the hearts of the devout clients
of onr Immaculate Queen and serve as
a pleasant sonvenir of the great jabi
lee year of 1904, Oar Holy Father,
most anxious to keep alive in the
haarts of his children devotion to oor
Flessed Lady, has attached an indulg
eneo of 300 days to a p actice in hon
or of the [mmaculate Conception par-
ticularly dear ro St

M

Alphonsus, aud | 0a
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St. Alfonsus Mary de Ligori was

only a strenuous defender of the

the Blessed

s an indefat

! wulate Concepiion
Virgin Mary, bot lik

M st Blessed Virgin corceived wit

ont sin, ard ¢ he spread

wially di
vmong  the fzithial the practice ol
daily reciting both morning
ing three Hail Marys, addi
Hail Mary the following
0O Mary, by thy Imma nlate Concep-
tion, purify my body and sanetify t
soul," He afi med that this practice
is eflicacious ‘or presen g chastity ||

1 aven

ou the occurrence of the
our predecessor, Pius IX., |
of happy wemory declared the most
Jessed Mother of God to be exempt | t
stain of original sin, we |}
judged it mwost opportune to
ecommend to the Christian pecple the
lJandable practice of St. Alphonsus,
and in order that richest fruits may
result therefrom, we have resolved to
unlock also the heavenly treasures of
the Church, the administration of
which Almighty God has committed to

have

us. gained four missions: and
an additional priest and theform-r num-

Therefore trusting in the merey of

l
1
bl promoter of devotion to the ‘::.
th |
|

i to each | Wi
invoeation : | a1

¥ | neit
Lee

Now | tw
fiftieth year | gion:
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mission
priests,
month,
numnher of missions; Portsmouth, twenty-
one more priests and only one more
mission ; Salford, one more priest with
stationary namber of mission ;
wark has lost eight priests, but has

the O nnip tent God, and in the author- | per

ity of His blessed Apostles Peter
and Paul we remit in the u-ual form
of the Church, three hundred days,
| both morning and evening, of the pen
| ances enjiined upon them or other-
wise in any manner whatsoever dae to

all and each of the faithful of both | of C

proached, and then Dr. Hite, of the $ _recite at| sh
least with contrite h"x’\"t. either morn

sexes who shall devoutly

|

|

l

| invocation. We

| missions of pe

| plied by w of suffrage to the souls

| of the faithtul who have depariel this

| lite united to G yd in charity.

| All things to the contrary notwith

‘; tanding, these are to bs

| valid tor all future times. We com

| mand, however, that the original of
unless it be

|
|
| shall otherwise be |

grant that these re-
may also he ap

1ance

presents

these presents, (whicn

| done, it is our wil

lation find expression in
and the attraction ot
—as fatal, some think, as the at
tion of the eandle to the moth -receives
yet

dred and six priests a year ago, she has
ing or everiog, three Hail Marys, add- | pow
ing to each Hail Mary the torezoing | is,

| the regulars 1n the

s AN,

ne has, for more than 20 years

!
ne ibject of scientibie ! ;i” s - H L \ ‘ :
" wreh, 1t is not made | pronchitis ' L. G il‘ | ;
rugs, nor with aleohol Bl I‘ ison weorT ; | '
1 e ived solely from gas Bowel T w.:..I: A2l ) l ’
ly oxygen ga by a process re | Cougne—Cclds lary H - f
NMense ratusand 14 days’ | Qoume o bl 1 1in '
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y BN arrhot Skin 1).8 as o .
lood food—the most helpiul thing [,‘,,; M,'\ |,,“,'_l“ 2 “.',l " Ty fios “"‘ - ‘, : b 8 4
jer Joces nor gains in missions ; FRAIL LITTLE ONES i B 2
s stands where it did both ino " e T . . s (u h“l “t‘l‘llul
and missions ; Liverpool bas I'he little ones are frail. Their hold R
e wore mise | OPOR life is slight. No symptom that — THAE

e more priests and four
Middlesborongh has nine more

ts and four more missions ; New
has txo fewer nvriests, but
ive more missions; Northampton
four more priests and one wore
Nottingham bas five fewer
but ten more missions: Ply-
two less priests, with the same

indicates auny of the littie ailments ol
childhood should be allowed to pass for
a moment without attention,
The little ailment may soon become a
serious one, and then it may be too late
to save a precious little life. If Baby's
Own Tablets are kept in the house, the
daopger of trouble can be
averted, and the minor troubles prompt
ly ecured. An occasional Tablet to the
well child will prevent illness. The
Tablets are absolutely safe and contain
no poisonous soothing stuff—they give
children healthy sleep, simply because
they banish the sause of sleeplessness.
Mrs. F. B. Bishop, Lawrencetown, N.
§., says ¢ ‘* I have found Baby's Own
Tablets just as you represent them--the
very best of medicive for young chil
dren.”” You can get the Tablets from
druggists or by mail at p s
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translated into statistics,
ws that, whereas she had five hun

wtholies,
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matter of ordina

I i e} be submitted to the | tions; but this year 1b 13 1 ticeable STRATFORD. ONT
crotariat of the Sacred Congrega | ghat the B odictines show a list ol
. of Indulgences aud Sacred Relics | twelve, thus treading closely on the A lar hool, a famons school noted
o to the decree issned by the | heels of the society with its roll call of wy of its students, KEnter
| same Congregatior m the nineteenth | thirteen. § ogue free
| day of Janunary, 1756, and approved by | Cath legis o made a for- Kruiorr & MoLACHLAN
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L. S.—The original of these pr‘('h-*nf\\
| wag submitted to this Secretariat of
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| THE CHURCH IN ENGLARD.
ll'l NOW 1AS 9 800 PRIESTS
\ FRENCH EXTLES ATHOLICS IN PA
LIAMENT.
\ The number of prie ir Britain |
| [Bogland and tlane (191
| whristo i [RR) | tin
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Unlike most figures, Mgr. Johns m's |
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'he growth in the nnmber of clergy in l
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trustworchy A measure of l)l‘v):l'l‘\i

the growth in the number of missions ;
for in some cases the ranks ot t hac ergy
are swelled by French exiles who don t
know our lapguaze and do {not under
Westuinster i
richor by thirteen gries and two mis
sions th:n it was twelve months aLo;
Bit aingham by eleven priests, but its
missions remain statiosary in number
Clifton has the double increase of seven
more priests and four more missions ;
Hexham has two priests the fewer, but

twenty-eight | satisfactor
s at | sat in the House of Co
Peter’'s under the fisher- | now ; Mr.

vLholles
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