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"FREE EDUCATION" FAD. — 
While President Eliot, of Harvard 
University, is denouncing the public 
school system of the United States 
because of the increase in crime and 
criminals which its purely secular 
character has produced. The Mont­
real "Star" following the lead set 
by the Montreal "Herald," half a 
dozen years ago, is clamoring for 
«•free education." There is no such 
thing as "free" education. Some­
body has to pay for it; and that 
somebody is the taxpayer primarily, 
and, indirectly, every citizen of the 
land The "Star," as was only to 
be expected, makes itself ridiculous 
by the wild and absurdly exaggerat­
ed statements by which it supports 
its advocacy of "free education, 
fjfre "Star" says in an article on 
Monday on this subject:

"In Montreal we still think that 
we can afford to charge for ele­
mentary education. That is, chil­
dren here are not given an education 
unless their parents are wise enough 
and rich enough to buy it for them. 
The initiative is left with them. A 
house may shelter ignorance if it 
wants to, and ean send the results 
out into the community to war a- 
gainst or prey upon society; and the 
community does notning to protect 
itself. If it were a case of conta­
gious disease, we would placard the 
house, free of charge, and try te 
keep it from harming the rest of us 
Being only a case of ignorance, wr 
do nothing but provide schools wk#»iu 
it can buy a cure—if it has the in­
clination and money. The commu­
nity is compelled to provide hand­
somely for the ripe fruits of ignor­
ance. We keep up a police force and 
a system of gaols and penitentiaries 
and a costly machine of justice and 
houses of correction and detention, 
largely for the graduates of schools 
that are free enough in all conscience 
where the untaught learn the fool­
ish, hopeless lessons of the petty 
criminal. But a penny of prevention 
would save a-pound of cure. If ve 
spent a trifling part of this in free 
schools, we should save it many 
times over in reduced criminal ex­
penses—to say nothing of the pri­
vate losses which stupid crime en­
tails. And this is the lowest, grpund 
of appeal. We should all be the 
richer for living in an educated and 
prosperous community. When ignor­
ance and poverty interbreed, the out­
come is a mass of humanity which 
clogs enterprise, constitutes a poli­
tical and municipal peril, poisons 
business with bad debts and shoddy 
devices, sickens many an enjoyment 
with pity and self-reproach, and gen­
erally makes life harder and less hap­
py for the better off. Raise the aver­
age of education in a community, 
and that people forges ahead. Ger­
many, the United States, Canada it­
self are examples of this."

The writer in the "Star" is evi­
dently not well posted on the cri­
minal statistics of Canada, Germany 
or the United States, or on the ef­
fect of secular education, else he

moral factor, the New Orleans "Pi­
cayune" observes:—

"The shock does not come a mo­
ment too soon. It is time that the 
philanthropists and statesmen of 
this great Republic should arouse 
themselves to the realization of the 
fact that man has a spiritual na­
ture as well as an intellectual, and 
that education must be addressed to 
the former as well as to the lat­
ter."

The difference between the writer 
of the wise remarks just quoted and 
the writer in the Montreal " Star " 
is that the former is acquainted 
with the subject on which he writes 
and the latter is not.

Elsewhere in this issue other 
phases of this subject and dealt with 
in an able manner by one of regular 
contributors.

MIRACLES.—The liquefaction of 
the blood of St. Januarius at 
Naples every year when brought 
near the head of the martyr bishop 
and placed upon the altar Is a mir­
acle which even free-thinkers are 
forced to recognize as authentic. 
This year the liquefaction of the hard 
and solid blood in the little glass 
phials took place as usual on the 
feast of the saint. Another miracle 
in connection with the same saint 
is not so generally known. At Puz- 
zuoli. seven miles from Naples, is 
kept the stone on which the saint 
was beheaded during the persecution 
of Diocletian. The drops of the 
blood which stained the stone and 
which are ordinarily of a dark col­
or, become red and moist when the 
liquefaction of the blood in the 
phials takes place. Hundreds re­
cently attested the authenticity of 
this miracle also.
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DILLON AND BLAKE.—We would 
remind our readers that on the 2nd 
December next the friends of Irish 
Home Rule in Montreal will bo af­
forded an opportunity of hearing 
both Mr. Dillon and Mr. Blake. As 
stated in our last issue, the most 
practical and acceptable evidence of 
patriotic fervor and sympathy with 
cause should take the form of sub­
scriptions to the fund for the carry­
ing on of the Parliamentary strug­
gle. It is not necessary that we 
should attempt any introduction of 
either of the eminent Irish Parlia­
mentarians whose presence here will 
be a fresh inspiration for all lovers 
of justice. It will be Mr. Dillon’s 
first visit to Montreal. Long since 
has he won a. high place for himself 
in the ranks of Ireland’s representa­
tive men. Not only has his own 
career been one of the greatest in­
terest, and the work he has done, as 
well as the sacrifices he has endured 
been the sources of the great affec­
tion in which he is held by the Irish 
race all over the world, but his 
name is historic and his patriotism 
and talents are hereditary.

Mr. Dillon is the son of the grand 
old patriot, John Blake Dillyn, who 
was one of the gifted trio that es­
tablished the "Nation" in Dublin in 
1842. Sixty years ago Dillon, Duffy 
and Davis imparted a new life to 
Irish national patriotism, and the 
effects of their labors are still felt 
to-day. The poems, essays, and 
journalistic productions of Davis sre. 
still an inspiration in the land; the
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in the realization of Ireland's dream 
of autonomy and liberty.

As to Mr. Blake, we in Canada can 
scarcely be taught anything new re­
garding him. He is one of our own; 
the best part of his life was spent 
in the public arena of our ow* Do­
minion; and the fame and success 
which he has won in British politics 
are merely what we anticipated for 
him from the moment that he enter­
ed the Imperial lists as a champion 
of Ireland’s cause. In our last is­
sue we published the text o» his 
masterly speech, recently delivered 
in the House of Commons, upon the 
presentcondition of Ireland. Any 
persoB^l^o has read that speech 
must that it is irrefutable. To
hear h&jpdeliver it must have been 
the .treat of a life time. And next 
to that privilege, is the one our citi­
zens will enjoy on the second of De­
cember, when, in this city, our gift­
ed Irish-Canadian will unfold the 
story of Ireland's progress towards 
the attainment of her legitimate, 
but long delayed, aspirations.

We, therefore, repeat that we need 
not occupy space with any elaborate 
account of what is to be expected, 
but confine ourselves to a general 
call upon our fellow-citizens to make 
the gathering of that night a mem­
orable one in the annals of this city.

MACHINERY OF INJUSTICE. — 
Statistics are always arguments; 
they are more, for they are the basis 
of other arguments. Facts cannot be 
denied. All the rhetoric of the 
schools and all the sophistry of par­
liamentarians cannot efface facts—be 
they causes or results. It has often 
been a matter of wonder how the 
Irish people, who are now universal­
ly acknowledged to be most law- 
abiding, could possibly be inflicted 
with a judicial system that is sap­
ping the life of the country and that 
seems to be purposely continued for 
the impoverishment and degradation 
of the Irish nation. We also cannot 
understand how it comes to pass 
the vast majority of a country s 
podulation should nave been for gen­
eration, and should still be ruled by 
an insignficant minority. The secret 
is to be found in the composition of 
the magistracy of the country. The 
following facts and figures speak 
volumes on the subject:—

"There are 1,122 magistrates in 
Ireland—Removables included, we 
suppose. The Episcopalians or mem­
bers of the Disestablished Church in 
this country number about ten per 
cent, of the population, yet 722 mag­
istrates, or more than 64 per cent, 
of the total number, belong to the 
favored creed. Of the others, 127 
are Presbyterians, and 48 of differ­
ent religious beliefs. There are just 
28 Catholic magistrates—barely 2< 
per cent, in a population of which 
the Catholics number 76 per cent. 
And in taking these figures into ac­
count, It must not be forgotten thnt 
the Catholic chairmen of County and 
District Councils, who may number 
76 per cent, of the total Catholic 
magistracy, owe their appointments 
to the people and not to the " im­
partial" Government."

MGR. FALCONIO'S DEPARTURE. 
—Few eminent men have left Canada 
more regretted, and regretting more 
to leave us, than Mgr. Falconio, the 
late Apostolic Delegate. In another 
place we publish an account of the 
farewell reception extended to that 
high prelate, by the members of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, at Ot­
tawa, and the magnifiaient reply 
made to their address. Equally en­
thusiastic and memorable was the 
parting presentation by the Knights 
of Columbus, on the very eve of 
his departure. In closing his re­
marks in reply to the address pre­
sented the retiring Delegate said:—

"To the address you have been 
pleased to add a souvenir. It is the 
sign of our redemption. I cannot re­
fuse it. It shall remain on my 
breast as a remembrance of your at­
tachment to our holy religion and 
of my everlasting gratitude towards 
yon "

The souvenir to which the dele­
gate referred is a pectoral cross of 
solid gold, beautifully ch— *- 

mounted in

art, of link pattern and weighing 
over six ounces. Both are enclosed 
in a box covered with cardinal plush 
and lined with purple satin, the 
cross resting on an oval-shaped 
raised centré of plush. The cross 
and chain cost $500.

His Excellency left Ottawa on 
Tuesday by the noon train for To­
ronto, accompanied by Hon. Frank 
Ef Latchford and Hon. Charles Fitz­
patrick. Also, on the same train 
were his secretary. Rev. Solanus 
Schiefer, and ^rchbishop Duhamel, 
the former of whom will accompany 
the Apostolic Delegate to Washing­
ton. Father Schaefer will return to 
Canada shortly, and resume the 
Work at Chatham, from which he 
was called to his recent secretarial 
relation and duties.

Toronto has had the privilege of 
tendering His Excellency the very 
last words of adieu, before his de­
parture from this Dominion—possibU 
forever.

In Toronto, on Tuesday night, a 
most successful dinner was given in 
his honor by the Canadian Catholic 
union. A brief report of the event 
has been given to the press, in which 
it is said that over two hundred 
persons were present, among others 
being Hon. G. W. Ross, Mayor How­
land, Father Solanus, secretary of 
the Papal Delegate; Archbishop 
O'Connor, of Toronto; Bishop Mc- 
Evay, of London; Vicar-General Mc­
Cann and Father Conway, of Peter­
borough. His Honor Judge Mc­
Mahon presided.

After the toasts of "The Holy 
Pontiff’’ and "The King” had been 
duly hanored, the chairman present­
ed the toast of "Our Guest” in a 
pithy speech.

Mgr. Falconio, on rising, was re­
ceived with prolonged applause. He 
expressed himself as sorry to leave 
Canada. In his residence of three 
years, he said, he had learned to 
love Canada better than any other 
country in the world. He added that 
he would always pray for the Cana­
dians, wherever he might be, and he 
hoped that the richest blessing of 
God would always abide with them.

Bishop McEvny, of London, re­
sponded to "The Hierarchy," Pre­
mier Ross to the toast "Canada," 
and Mayor Howland and Archbishop 
O’Connor to the toast of "The City 
of Toronto."

This closes the three years of suc­
cessful and fruitful administration of 
one of the most distinguished eccle­
siastical representatives of the Holy 
See that Canada has ever had; and 
heartily do we wish him an equal 
degree of prosperity and happiness 
in the larger sphere of his future ac­
tivity.

THE SENSATIONAL PRESS. — 
The growing evil of sensationalism 
in the secular press, in regard to 
crimes which have been committed, 
received a timely rebuke at the 
hands of Mr. Justice Taschereau a 
few days ago when he opened the 
criminal term of the Court of 
King’s^Jîênch at Sorel for the judi­
cial district of Richelieu. Having 
congratulated the Grand Jury upon 
the fact that the number of criminal 
cases before# them was very small, 
thus evidencing a satisfactory condi­
tion of morality generally through­
out the district, he warned the jury­
men against what they might have 
hearcf or read concerning the charges 
to be submitted to them, and de­
plored the excessive publicity given 
to crimes by the press declaring it 
to be one of the plagues of the pre­
sent day, calculated to trammel 
more and more the administration 
of justice. It is a pity that no at­
tempt has, so far, been made to 
remedy this evil by legislation. Un­
til that is done the only remedy 
that can be applied is for the gener­
al public to withhold their support 
from newspapers which are notori­
ous for their sensationalism.

THE MANCHESTER MARTYRS. 
—Next Sunday the annual, church 

the Ancient Order of Hi- 
in commemoration of the 

of the Manchester Mar- 
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THE STAGE IRISHMAN. — The 
American members of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians arc keeping tip 
their campaign against the vulgar 
caricature known as the stage Irish­
man. which praiseworthy vigor and 
determination. At New Haven last 
week two "artists" who were en­
gaged in this insulting buffoonery 
were hissed off the stage. Theatrical 
managers will soon see that it is n- 
gainst their interests to hire those 
who try to make a living out of 
travestying the Irish character on 
the stage; and once they recognize 
this the "Stage Irishman" will dis­
appear. We hope that thia. move­
ment will be continued with energy 
until this disappearance has been a 
matter of fact on this continent.

The Nazareth Institute
The annual banquet for the benefit 

of the Nazareth Institute for the 
Blind will be held on Tuesday even­
ing next, November the 25th. This 
is one of the most popular annual 
events in Catholic circles in Mont­
real; and we hope that this year 
more tickets will be sold than on 
any previous occasion. A notable 
incident occurred recently at this 
institute. It was a visit paid to it 
by the Mayoress, Mrs. Cochrane, ac­
companied by Mrs. Dugnld Macdon­
ald, who has always taken a kindly 
and practical interest in its welfare. 
An impromptu programme was gon * 
through for the entertainment of the 
visitors, illustrative of the excellent 
training given in the institute. Mrs. 
Cochrane was deeply impressed will/' 
the proceedings, in which she - mani­
fested sympathetic interest. Our 
readers should remember that the 
afflicted little inmates of the N.iza 
reth Institute comprise children be­
longing to our pwn nationality; u .d 
for this reason, as well as through 
considerations of general sympathy 
for those engaged in so nob’.o »nd 
meritorious a tusk, our people ought 
to accord it generous support The 
institution depends almost entirely 
upon .voluntary subscriptions. The 
Provincial Government gives it $81 
per pupil per annum, a very small 
grant compared with that which the 
Provincial Government of Ontario 
gives the Institute of the Blind ut 
Brantford, $274 per pupil pu y.-ai. 
in addition to defraying the cost of 
the building of the institution. Wo 
hope thnt next Tuesday’s hantpn L 
may be the great success that it 
ought to be.

Presentation to Mr. Andrew Dunn
Though occupying an oner ms po­

sition the important duties «f which 
leave him little leisure, yet Mr. An 
drew Dunn, superintendent of the 
Consumers' Cordage Company. 
Point St. Charles, contrives to find 
time to devote his energies to the 
promotion of the cause of his reli­
gion and his nationality. He has 1er 
years been active member of the An­
cient Order of Hibernians*, of No. 2 
Division, of which he is president. 
The esteem in which he is held by 
his Mlow-members was exemplified a 
few evenings ago when they present­
ed him with a handsome gift on the 
occasion of the celebration of his 
silver wedding. We heartily join 
with ‘them in their wishes that Mr. 
and Mrs. Dunn may long he spared 
to celebrate many an anniversary of 
the happy event.

IRISH OPERA AT ACADEMY.
At the Academy next week will be 

presented Sir Arthur Sullivan's last 
opera, "Hie Emerald Isle," with li­
bretto by Captain Basil Hood and 
associate musical numbers by Ed­
ward German. The opera comes 
here practically direct from the New 
York "Herald" Square Theatre, 
where it has had a long and brilliant 
engagement. Before its premiere fn 
New York city, it enjoyed a year’s 
solid favor in London. Jefferson De 
Angelis is the star of its American 
tour. The organization, it Its en- 

be one of the best 
d for.

THECJITNOUC SAILORS’CLUB.
A most successful concert was that 

given in the Sailors’ Club on Wed­
nesday evening, under the auspices 
of Emerald Court, Catholic Order of 
Foresters. Many were unable to se­
cure admittance, owing to the hall 
being crowded. The Rev. Father 
Gagnier, S.J., and the Rev. Father 
Plante, S.J., were amongst those 
present.

thief Ranger Brady presided, and 
delivered a speech, which was fre­
quently applauded. He expressed 
his thanks to the large audience for 
their presence that evening. The 
members of Emerald Court, he said, 
felt it a high honor to be invited 
to take charge of a concert in aid 
of the Club. He had one fault to 
find, and that was that the hall was 
too small. He hoped that when the 
Emerald Court paid a visit to the 
Club next year they would have a 
hall twice or three times as large. 
He warmly praised the management 
of the institution for their good 
work in behalf of the sailors.

CHIEF RANGER BRADY.

The programme was given by the 
following ladies and gentlemen 
Miss Peach, * Miss Vera Gnllngnvr, 
W. Detimers, W. Foley, Mr. Bench, 
J. P. Kelly, W. Phelan, F. Hogan, 
M. J. Coleman, Mr. A. Shilton and
R. A. Blake, cornet and piano duett. 

Seamen: A. Illingworth, Richanl :
Win. Aldridge, Manchester Shipper ; 
Geo. Cooke, Manchester Commerce ;
S. Fahey, Birmingham; R. Mullins, 
Geo. Guy, Nicholas Duffy, Lake On­
tario; Geo. O'Connell, Montfort ' 
Miss Orton acted as accompanist^

Mr. W. Keys, who takes a most 
enthusiastic interest in the Club, 
briefly addressed the sailors on the 
benefit to be derived from being or­
ganized. His remarks wore practical 
and evoked groat applause.

The final concert of the season will 
take place on next Monday evening. 
And will be given by the .employees 
of the James McCrcady Co., Ltd , 
President Charles F. Smith, occupy­
ing the chair.

THE LATE ABBE PALATIN. —
At the advanced age of eighty 
years, the Rev. Abbe Jacques Pala­
tin, passed away at the Hotel Dieu, 
after an illness lasting only a few 
days. He was a native of Sanyy, 
France, and studied under the great 
Mgr. Dupanloup at Paris. He was 
ordained in 1851, and came to Can­
ada a few months afterwards. After 
filling a professorial chair in the 
Montreal College, he was appointed 
to St. James’ parish, where be min- i 
istored until hie death. He was be­
loved by all who knew him. He tool 
a special interest in the children c 
the parish, thousands of Whom he 
prepared for their First Communion.
The funeral took place from the 
Church of "Notre Dame on Thursday 
morning.—R.Ï.P.

MR. PETER QUINN.—Intellij 
has been received in this < 
death of Mr. Peter Quinn, 
ver, Colorado.
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