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BCONOMIC CAUSES OF WAR BY PETER T
LECKIE. ;

(The folowing item is taken from the “Ottawa
Citizen.”)

This pamphlet, written by an Ottawa citizen, a
professed Socialist and trade unionist, does credit
both to his intellect and his heart. It is not treatise
on Socialism but a thesis to be proved and the writer
marshals his facts and conducts his arguments to
thatend. His facts he set over against their au-
thorities, assumes nothing, and borrows nothing
from imagination, analyses with subtlety but devel-
Ops no casuistry in "argument, sidetracks nothing,
and arrives at his conclusions by careful processes of
reasoning. His aim is truth and without rhaps
turning it he has followed the rule of writing his-
tory laid down by Leo XIIL, viz.: God has not need
of lies; or to put jt in the words of Innocent III.:
“Falsehood must not be tolerated under cover of
sanctity.” It was Lord Acton who wrote: “My
theory is that the historian has to disapppear and
leave the facts and ideas objectively to produce their
own effects” This is largely what Mr. Leckie has
done. He has given us from authentic sources the
current history of diplomacy and allowed it to tell its
own tale. He has pulled off the mask from imper-
ialism and shown the workers that war is an inevit-
able result of such a policy and not an economic
necessity in any ‘other sense than as a prop [or a
tumbling-down capitalism. Without . in any way
attémpting to challenge us with the dogma of “econ-
omic determination,” he has wisely said that “Social-
ism is nothing but a reflex in thought of the con-
flicts in fact which exist under capitalism.”

There can be no such thing as a permanent
league of nations functioning for the welfare of the
world under the capitalist system existing as it is
today upon wage slavery. All our wise men who
are not Socialists are continually telling us that ap-
plied Christignity is the only sure remedy for pre-

walent socia?nevi]s arising universally under the
capitalist system. Hardly any Christian, and cer-
tainly not all Socialists will attempt to deny this,
but they fail to see what machinery chuarch or state
possesses for enforcing obedience to the  doctrines
of Christ. The suffering world is growing weary of
Christidn platitudes and of your philosophy of al-
truism. If the coal of the world were calculated to
last but another cemtury how many people would
voluntarily burn a stuttleful less per day in order
to prolong the comfort of mankind? And yet, as
Burke said: “The happiness or misery of multitudes
can never be a thing indifferent.”

Mr. Leckie would probably agree with Kingsley,
who,*in 1848, said to the Chartists: “You mistake
legislative.reform for social reform, you think men’s
hearts can be changed by act of parliament.” But
whether he would or not, when he takes a survey of
the world as it is today, I venture to think he does
not see many signs of the realization of Gladstone’s
golden dream: “The greatest triumph of our time
will be the enthronement of the idea of public right
as the governing idea of European politics,” under
the social system wnder which we live in a battle-
field where mine and thine are inscribed respectively
on the flags of two mighty contending hosts.
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HERE AND NOW.

Following $1 each—E. F. Falk, C. F. Gale, A.
Shepherd, W. Mitchell, H. Melbo, J. E. McGregor,
M. Lutsky,.S. Lowery, A. M. Davis, C. W. Blair,
W. Kellgrew, A. Harnes, E. Andre, V. Wood, W.
J. Kennedy, J. N. Smith, H.  Montrel, J. Eslinger,
W. Service, G, W. Laird, J. D. Clarke.

Follovang $2 each—W. R. Miller, S. N. Johnson,
N. ¥. Sorensen, W. S. Matthews, Sid Earp, J. E.
Palmer, J. R. Wilkinson, O. Lyon, W. Livingstone,
L. C. Egge. ;

S. Clements, $3; W. Grm $3; J. H. Greaves,
$3; T. Twelvetree, $4; Wm. Clarkson; $1.50: N. H.
Tallentire, $5; ¢ McNab, $1.20; A- A MeNaill, $5;

Study Class (Marxism), every Sunday at 8 p.m.,

at the Labor Temple, Finlayson Street, Fort il-
liam, Ontario.

likely to evolve into the educational centre

the workers of this district: Those who are inter-
ested in the study of history and economics from a
Marxian viewpoint, and those who are acquainted
with the subjects, and who appreciate the need for

the spread of knowledge among the workers, are
earnestly invited to step in and idp.

LOCAL (VANCOUVER) No. 1

e

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES

POLITICAL ECONOMY: Every Sunday afternoon,
from 3 to 6. - .

HIBTORY: Every Thursday evening, from 8 to 10.
3 .®

Classes meet at 401 Pender Street Rast. No fees
are asked and no colection s made. AN that is
required is an earnest interest in ‘the subject taken
up. Aleo'mtsnMdlndnllqnuﬁomllkd
fully discussed. Membership in the Soeialist Party
olf Canada is not a eondition _of membership, of these
classes. .

You are earnestly invited to attend.

0 >—

LOCAL (WINNIPEG) No. 3—EDUCATIONAL
OLASSES.

——

ECONOMIC CLASS: Every Friday at 8 pm.
lPlAml'OLm:EvcrySnndayatUl.-.

+ HISTORY CLASS: Monday Eveming, 8 o’eloek.

, Friday Afternoon, 3 o’clock.

These elasses wre already well attended, and the
number of members is increasing. The classes meet
atb&OlninBtroot,Winnipog,mddl'mm
requested to attend. >
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THE “WESTERN CLARION" ON SALE AT:

CALGARY, Alta—Alexander News Stand, 204
Eighth Avenue West.
Labor News Stand, 814a 2nd St. East
MONTREAL—Frierman and Baranowski, 12 Op-
tario St. East.
Popular Book and Stationery Store, 16 St. Cath-
3 erines St. West
EDMONTON—Labor News Stand, 10228—101st St
NEVI\/)eWESTMINSTER—New's Stand, B. C, E. R.

pot.
SEATTLE—Raymer’s Old Book Store 1330 1st Ave
PORT AR'I'HUR—-Viking Book Store, 264 Bay St
TORONTO—D. Goodman, Blind Neéws Agent, cor.
gxccx and Chestnut Sts.
¢ American News Agency, 81 (% en St. W.
The Theatrical Book Store, cor. Bav(k .6—-" W,
The Leader Lane Book Store, Le
King St. E., (near King Edwara Hotel).
VANCOUVER — Columbia News Stand, cormer
Hastings and Columbia Sts. .
John Green, Carrall Street
W. Love, Hastings Street East
BUFFALO, N. Y.—Onward Book Store, 14 Chaan-
cey Street
CHIg:GO—W:lden Book Shop, 307 Plymouth
urt " x
The Clarion, 204 N. Clark St.

ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Proletarian Party, 580 8.
Paul Street

TACOMA—Raymer's Old Book'Stors, 1317, Pacifc
Avenue '

P. R. Haffer, 1151% Bioadway. :
DETROIT EDUCATIONAL socrm—z;%
. - ) ‘; 3

laide. St. East, Detroit, Mich,
House of Masses, Gratiot and S¢. Aubin. -

FORT WIL, M —  Stewart’s: Book m .
Victoria Ave. > ; :
Fred B. Moore, 224 '
:literature

.

This class is developing, and is -
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