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Take Heart of Hope, O Farmer 1
(Written for the “Advocate”)

BY ROBERT ELLIOTT, PLOVER MILLS, ONT.
The white field, the green field,

The field all yellow gold,
Have grown and gone in magic-wise 
Till now we see with wistful eyes,
And something of a sad surprise,

The year is growing old.

Some glad days, some sad days,
Some days that# woks despair»

You gave to us—you strange old year— 
And yet to prove your heart sincere,
And our long-doubting souls to cheer,

Your closing days are fair.

Yea, now dear, we know dear,
Your gloom was sent to show 

. How more than pas ring fair would shine 
Above the somber-ahadow’d pine,
Sweet earnest of a day divine,

The rosy sunrise glow.

Erst blind dear, unkind dear,
We reach adown the slope 

To grasp yoûr hand before you go,
To bless you kindly for the flow 
Of good to us, ana moet you know,

For our new heart of hope.
- ■(

O farmer! strong farmer!
Anear and far away, 

prairie wide, by singing sea ;
On hul and dale and sunny lea.
Lift up your eyes wher’er you be—

Behola the better day !

You toiler ! you moiler !
Take heart of hope once more ;

Our Canada ie good and true,
Be kind to her in all you do,
And she shall still prove kind to you ;— 

Kind, kinder than of yore.

Her heart to with you, farmer,
For when you slip she sighs,

And when you fall she trembles, reels, 
Half-dazed’mid fortune’s whirling wheels, 
And when she sees you rise she feels v 

The heart within her rise.

From Christmas to Christmas ;
From smiling May to May,

Sift well the seeds of time and sow 
Good deeds until your harvests grow,
To catch the smiles of heaven and show 

Bright gleams of perfect day.
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“CORN AND GOLD” THE PARMER’S ADVOCATE 
COLORS FOR 1897.

To Our Readers.-The present being the 
Christmas issue of the Farmer’s Advocate, it 
appears with a special cover in colors. As the 
central feature of the frontispiece, our artist has 
utilized a lifelike “morning meal” farm scene, 
with an appropriate setting representative of the 
glory of Canadian grain fields. A jocular friend at 
our elbow suggests that the wistfuMooking: indi- 
vidual with lengthy ears in the background is like 

non-subscriber to the Advocate, for the simple 
reason that “he to not in it.” Among the many 
other illustrations, that of Mr. Crossley s Sandy 
Bay Farm,” sketched last autumn by our artist, is 
typical of Muskoka. that picturesque portion of 
Ontario. We also give engravings of severaltyp 
ical Canadian farm scenes, a couple of beautiful 
Western ranch views, two glimpses of f»r™ Read­
ings in "Auld Scotia” which will awaken tender 
memories in the minds of many of our ol er r®aere. 
To make room for the engravings and numerous 
pecial articles, we have enlarged the paper mat - 

surrendered most of the space usually 
farm subjects, which we will 
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