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Take Heart of Hope, O Farmer!
( Written for the * Advocate.”)
BY ROBERT ELLIOTT, PLOVER MILLS, ONT.

The white field, the green fleld,
The field all yellow gold,
Have grown and gone in magic-wise
Till now we see with wistful eyes,
And something of a sad surprise,
':l‘he year is growing old.

Some glad days, some sad days,
Some days that woke despair,
You gave to us—you strange old year—-
And yet to prove your heart sincere,
And our long-dou tluag:ouls to cheer,
Your closing days are fair.

Yes, now dear, we know dear,
Your gloom was sent to show
. How more than passing fair would shine
Above the somber-shadow’d pine,
Sweet earnest of a day diyine,
The rosy su glow.

Erst blind dear, unkind dear,
& We ye?h l:ldgov;n the slope
o grasp your han ‘ore you go,
To gfees you kindly for the%lowgo
Of good to us, and most you know,
For our new heart of hope.

O farmer ! strong farmer !
Anear and far away,
O’er prairie wide, b ninglng 3
On hill and dale sunny lea,
Lift up your eyes wher’er you be—
Behold the better day !

You toiler! you moiler !
S Take heart of hope once more ;
Our Canada is good and true,
Be kind to her in all you do,
‘And she shall still prove kind to you ;—
Kind, kinder than of yore.

Her heart is with you, farmer, .

For when you slip she sighs,
And when zou fall she trembles, reels,
Half-dazed ’mid fortune’s whirling wheels,
‘And when she sees you rise she feels

The heart within her rise.

From Christmas to Christmas ;
From smiling May to May,
Sifi well the seeds of time and sow
Good deeds until your harvests grow,
To catch the smiles of heaven and show
Bright gleams of perfect day.

Announcement.

“CORN AND GOLD” THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE
4 COLORS FOR 1807.

To Our REaDERs. —The present being the
Christmas issue of the FARMER'S ADVOCATE, it
appears with a special cover in colors. As the
central feature of the frontispiece, our artist has
utilized a lifelike ‘ morning meal” farm scene,
with an appropriate setting representative of the
glory of Canadian graiu fields. A jocular friend at
our elbow suggests that the wistful-looking indi-
vidual with lengthy ears in the background is like
the non-subscriber to the ADVOCATE, for the simple
reason that *he is not in it.” Among the many
other illustrations, that of Mr. Crossley’s « Sandy
Bay Farm,” sketched last autumn by our artist, is
typical of Muskoka, that picturesque portion of
Ontario. We also give engravings of several typ-
ical Canadian farm scenes, & couple of beautiful
Western ranch views, two glimpses of farm stead-
ings in ¢ Auld Scotia” which will awaken tender
memories in the minds of many of our older readers.
To make room for the engravings and numerous
special articles, we have enlarged the paper madteri-
ally and surrendered most of the space usually
devoted to everyday farm subjects, which we will
resume in our January lst issue, with an increased
contributing staff of the most practical men in
Canada. o

We take pleasure in announcing that, beginning
with January 1st, 1897, the Ontario and Eastern edi-
tion of the ADVOCATE, and Manitoba and Western

gold and corn, which we trust our readers will re-
gard as appropriate to Canada’s first industry. A
large number of our subscribers retain and bind the
papers year after year, and the cover will assist in
their preservation.

For lack of space, our premium announcements
do not appear in this issue, but may be found in
any back number from Nov. 2ad to Dec. 1st.

New subscribers will receive a copy of the hand-
gome Christmas Number and all of 1807 for $1.00.
Single copy, in strong tube for mailing, 25c. Sub-
scribers desiring extra copies for sanding abroad, or
to friends away from home, will be supplied at re-
duced rates.

To our many friends throughout Canada and else-
where, who have done so much in extending our
circulation and giving their best experience in
letters for publication, we are greatly indebted, and
rely upon their co-operation for the future.

To all we extend the greetings of the Ohristmas
season, with the assurance that they will have the
best services of the FARMER'S ADVOCATE in 1807,
Tae WitLiam WEeLD Co., L1p.

The Outlook for Canadian Farming,
Probably the most comprehensive review of
Canadian farming ever pablished is that presented
in this issue of the FARMER'S ADVOCATE from the
pens of writers competent to speak in all the
different Provinces of the Dominion. They have
discussed in turn its Tendencies, Needs, and Pros-
pects. The importance of a survey of this kind is
readily seen. It broadens the view from & mere
localism and enables us the better, as farmers, to

for the future. The testimony of ‘Hon. Mr. Green-

way and Mr. Mackay clearly emphasizes that the
tendency of the Great Northwest is towards diversi-

fied or mixed husbandry, in which unquestionably
lies safety. When, however, we consider the

readily be understood that wheat will be one of its
greatest exporting staples for years to come, but
with other products steadily in sing. The stall
feeding of cattleis ‘developin&wond lly in Mani-
toba, and when om%led with that is the natural
luxuriance of the Western

hoof every summer rollin Britainward. One of
the special needs of Manitoba at the present time is
a practical school of agriculture, with the dairy
school in conjunction, wheve young men could take
a winter course. Mr. Gosnell | ts the situation
in BritishColumbia with & trenchant and s. ve
pen, and with a degree of frankness that

ten of absolute confidence in the future of
wonderful Province, the mountains, the forests, the
soil and the waters of which are aliké teeming with
half-developed wealth. Among the mntz “ needs
of that Province are railways into the mining
country. Ontario pursues the even tenor of its
_ ith increasing attention to specialties, to
which there is a growing tendency generally in
Canada. Specialty farming is doubtless the most

t. be favorable and there must
T ied d skill. The bulk of the year’s returns

ed
knowlocge o dairying, or fruit, but

may come from fat cattle, or
all lines should be 8o conduc
the general fund, each being ma.naﬁed as though it
were a specialty. Ontario holds

excellence as & breeding ground for pure-bred stock.
A section of Quebec, t00, has a p
breeders. In some sections, like the Niagara
Peninsula, fruit-growing is forging to the front;
Quebec, ditto; while the Nova Scotia Anna-
lley has become world-famed in that re-

lis V at T
gg.rls. F‘rom every Province and the Territories

comes the refrain—dairying, dairying, dairying.
With so many other countries on the same tack, we
do not wonder that the battle ground is shifted to
quality and in crowded markets prices tend down-
ward, and the lower grades go to the wall. But
Oanada will hold her own. The Maritime Provinces
are enjoying & distinct agricultural revival. One
of the practical «needs” which is overlooked is
that of forest preservation and tree planting.

=dition, respectively, will appear bound in colors of
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