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THE HORSE.

.
Feeding Weanlings.

In answer to an inquiry from a subscriber, re the
best kind of feed for a five-months-old colt he hopes to
show at the fairs, we thought the subject worthy of a
somewhat lengthened discussion. )

We presume that the owner wishes to winter the
colt in such:a manner that he will be in condition for
show purposes when the opportunity for competition
presents itself. The feeder must remember th':lt at
this age it is quite possible to make a mistake in the
endeavor to get the animal in high flesh. The ultimate
development, usefulness and value of a foal depend
largely upon the feed and care he receives during his
first winter. ’

Weanlings should not be pampered, kept housed all
the time and fed heavily on grain. They should get
plenty of exercise; at the same time the too common
idea that a colt should be taught to ‘‘rough it" early in
life, in order that he may become a “

“tough, hardy ani-
mal,” is as false as it is inhumane. In order that he
may develop into the best that “is in him,”” he’ must
always be well looked after, but this especially applies
during his first winter,

The foal should be kept in a comfortable box stall
when in the stable. The larger the stall the better
as there may be occasions when the weather is such
for several days at a time, that it would not be wise to
turn him outside for exercise, and if in a box stall he will
take more or less exercise voluntarily, the amount being
largely in proportion to the size of the stall. So long
as the weather remains reasonably fine, he should b
turned out into a field or paddock for a few hours daily,
but when it is wet or very cold he is better in his stall
which, in addition to being large, should be well lighted,
excluded from drafts, and well ventilated, and when
possible, of moderate temperature. But it is better
that the temperature be low than poorly ventilated and
warm. His coat will grow sufficiently to protect him
from the cold, provided drafts are excluded, but nothing
can act as a substitute for fresh air.

Of course, there are cases in®which a box stall can
not be provided, and it is necessary to tie the colt in a
single stall, but daily exercis it be given in some
way, as it develops muscle, aids digestion and gives
tone to the respiratory and nervous systems When
regular exercise is allowed there are few cases in which
it 1s not safe to allow the colt a very liberal ‘azl]up\:\:' of
grain. There are few weanlings that will eat ufficient
to cause digestive trouble, provided, as stated, that daily
exercise is allowed. Of course, there are exceptions
and these must be treated accordingly. : ‘
then arises, ‘‘What and how should they be
with older animals, hay, oats and bran mu
pended upon for the production of bone, muscle a
energy, and anything else given is merely for the purj
of satisfying the appetite and aiding dig
cially for colts, care must be taken that all feed given
be of good quality. Musty or dusty feed of any nature
should, on no account, be allowed. Well-cured clo
hay gives better results than timothy, but where this
cannot be procured good results obtained from good
timothy. The amount of hay should be liberal, but in

no case more than will be ea one meal. The habit
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is wasteful and harmful If he be fed what he will eat

and then get nothing

vill have

In at most one and a

intil

whatever to ea
an appetite for his meal,
more benefit from it than
T

1 "
meal time, ne

ad been eat

less between meals

1
periodical rests, which get when

kept bef the animal at all times

in which oats are depends, to some

€ ind (.!;g\\}‘u::‘ of the
ft 0ats SOm¢ \\fnv'\' )als
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prefers rolled oats, where this is fed some give it dry,
others dampeped, others mix it with bran and feed it
either dry or dampened. We favor the following plan
for weanlings. In the evening mix the ration of rolled
oats 'with a little cut hay or wheat chaff, in a pail,
pour some boiling water on it, cover the pail with a
lid to prevent escape of steam, and allow it to stand
in a moderate temperature. until morning, then- feed.
Then prepare another feed in the same way, to be given
in the evening, in the meantime giving a mid-day meal
of either rélled or whole oats. This scalded mixture is
very palatable and gives good results. It is also well
to give a feed of bran, say twice weekly in lieu of oats,
but some prefer mixing a little bran with the oats for
each meal. Either plan gives good results. In addition,
it is well to give a carrot or two with the mid-day meal.
This is very palatable and aids digestion. As stated,
the amount of grain allowed may be quite liberal,
provided regular .exercise be allowed. The feeder soon
learns about the amount the_animal will consume with
apparent relish, but if he notices any symptoms of
digestive trouble following a meal he should reduce the
allowance. Water of good quality should be allowed
at least three times daily, and where conditions are
such as will allow it is well to allow free access to it
at all times.

In addition to feeding, housing, watering and exercise,
it is necessary to attend to the feet during the winter
T'he wear of the feet is not equal to the growth, and
unless attended to they will grow too large, ill-shaped
and out of prpportion, hence interfere with the proper
relation between the bones of the feet and those of the
limbs. This may cause the animal to stand and walk
in an unnatural manner and interfere materially with
his ultimate value and usefulness. The feet should be
carefully examined at least once monthly, and by the
use of a shoeing-smith’s knife and rasps, trimmed to the
e and normal shape. The stall should be
regularly cleaned out to avoid forcing the colt to stand
on heating manure. The attention to the feet teaches
the colt to submit to control, and in addition to the
handling of the feet and limbs, it is well to teach him
to lead, stand tied, etc. Under such the colt
should be in good condition, in fact practic  in ‘‘show
condition’” when pasture time arrives rhen, if the
feeder thinks it necessary, he can supplement the gr:
with a little grain once or twice daily, as the condition

of the pasture warrants. WHIP;
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l)()t.{l‘l _in (‘i'l,y and on Tarms have been so filled with the
whirring of engine wheels that the farmer has let this
tremendous market for oats, corn and hay, greater than
our exports in any one of the last five years, slip un
heeded through his fingers, while the city man has paid
from two to three times as much for hauling and delive
service without proportionate recompense in efficienc

_ The farmers of Canada, where horses have als
displaced in large numbers shotild consider the problem
from this angle for the local market for products of
the farm is too big to be-ignored. »

LIVE STOCK.
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Two of England’s leading fat stock shows hay
been held, In that held at Birmingham the cattle
championship was won by Sir Richard A ‘
cross-bred heifer, Blue Bell, by an Aberdeer
bull, out of a dam by a cross-bred Angus
This exhibit at 2 years 8 months and 5 days we
cwt. 2 grs. 11 lbs Reserve for supreme
J.J. Cridlan’'s Eros, an Aberdeen-Angus of
11 lbs. at

1 }

loch ancestry scaling 13 cwt. 3 qr

old, Best animal bred and exhibited by the
KI{‘SSF?», }1 \,\’\“:&"(Ml L\“ ,";yt»'('lrl‘ },{e){'c}fu)'(? 1S )
Jester, by Conquest and out of Accomplice 4th., At

1 year,9 months and 6 days
at 13 cwt. 3 grs. 16 lbs.

brought down the sca

Championship in sheep (pens of ) th
Pendley Stock Farms Co., Tring, for : Ham

shire Down lambs which weighed
months. Reserve was R. S. Hicks Sc
which at 22 months turned the scale
Championship‘ in pigs (pens of two) t
Ibbotson’s Tamworths, which won several speci
and brought down the scale at 8 cwts. 17 Ibs. at 11 months
and 3 weeks old.

At Norwich show the cattle championship fell to

t lbs.

the Duke of Portland’s white Shorthorn heifer, Wel
beck Lass which scaled 16 cwt. 1 gr. 6 lbs. at 2 years

and 7 months. Reserve was A. W. Bailey Hawkin's
Era of Stagenhoe which at'34 months weighed 14 cwt

1 qr. The Royal herd from Sandingham won the steer
prize with a Red Poll scaling 15 cwt. 2 qrs. 12 Ibs. at
2 years, 9 months and 3 weeks. Sir Jeren Colman’s
Southdown wethers won the sheep championship. They
weighed 4 cwts 1qr. 10 at 22 montl ALBION
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enthusiasm. A pig club had recently been .organized
and one stipulation was that each member was to give
his personal note, backed by the signature ot a parent

or guardian, in payment for a young sow. The notes
would not mature until the member had produce from
his sow to sell. This particular lad had been in town

the day previous and had picked his sow, but he could
not make final settlement as the father was not pr esent
and bring his
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