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676 THE FARMER’S

Our Scottish Letter

These ave quiet days in one sense, and In an-
other they are anything but quiet. IFarm-
ing operations in a normal season would have
been recarded as well forward for this date (April
5), but this year on account of the war and the
pPring WOrk 11y many l)l'd("\\\' 1S

scarcity ,of iabor, S
in a very backward state, and between absence
of an adequate supply of labor of any kind, and
a defcclive (I!I;\l:i.\ of labor when there 1s a Sup-
ply, the arable farmer is  very much perplexed.
Nor is the llockmaster much better ofl. Shepherds
are - quite as scarce as capable horsemen, z\.mi
many a tlockmaster who had long since duscaraeda
the toilsome vigils  of the shepherd in lambing
ast Lothian, where
farms are generally large and it pays for the
master to superintend with his coat on, many
masters are compelled to doft their outer gar-
ments and bear their full share of the manual
labor. These are the minor yet serious disadvan
tages of a state of war. If these were all war
would not he regarded as such y very terrible

time is again in harness. In

thing. But these things have a reflex influence
on the conduct of the campaign. I am not one
of those who beliave that this war will come to
a speedy termination. I am not impressed with

the ostentatious parading of Germany’s needs. If
she were in straits for food and munitions of
war She would not be proclaiming the fact on the

house tops as she is doing. The very ostenta-
tion of her statements should lay them open to
suspicion. We, that is the British Empire, had

better make up our minds that in order to s:cure
“‘victory as usual’’ we must strain every nerve,
and that Nelson’s watchword, “‘Iingland expects
every man to do his duty’ means at present, not
alone every man in the Navy and every man in
the Army, but every man on the arable field and
the nastoral grazing, every man engaced in grow-
ing food or manufacturing munitions of war, ever;
man, every woman, and every boy and girl, who
can do anvthing to keep the wheels of industry
moving at their maximum spoed

A new phase of this question has been entered
on. It has beon crystallized by th> Chancellor of
the Exchequer, in one of his happy phrases, ‘We
are fightine three epemies, Germany, Austria, and
Drink, and of the three the last dis the
Hence we have the extraordinary spectacle of
known to he no teetotalers—like
yours truly, standing on prohibition platforms
and demanding that the nation shall follow the
example set by the Kine and Lovd Kitchenor, and
banish strong drink from their tables during the

worst

nen who are

period of the war. One who has heen o life-longe
total abstainer and an adherent to and apostle
of the well-lworn maxim, ““Total abstinence for

tlee individual and prohibition for the State,”
naturally fecls glad that the principle advocated
is recognized as the only sound principle in the
present emergency. If it is <o, and no one has
expressed any doubt on the those
whose pecuniar

subect except
interests are  at stake, then it
must be so ot anv time if the hest 1s to he made
of the

secured in the homes of the toilm It s

labor of men, and hanpiness iIs to bhe
indecd
a meiancholy fact that, while our gallant soldier
are fichting o life and depgth bhattle in France and
I'landers.  and our braye marines  of  every
grade, including the most heroie of all the mine
sweepers, are risking life in the North Seca  and
the Dardanelles, the industrial classes  at home
should, through their drinking habits, he working
fewer hours in a week tlran under normal condi
tions, and adopting the policy of “‘cag canny’

even when working. To what a depth of base

ness and idleness  will men not sk when  they
become the slaves of drink, and devotees of de
bauchery and pleasure ! l.et not men dream that

they are doing anything keroic when, during “the
time of war, they foreswear drinh. Those of us
who have alwavs foresworn it are not inclined to
boast: we have only done our bare duty, gnd thus
are hut unprofitahle cervants

The acricultural  labor question occupled  the

attention ol parlhiarient herore 1t rose, The

Prime \inister intervened ot an early stage as
well he mivhit Soomnr ops coltiand is concerned
hi own constitueney of Fast Fave feelineg the
Stringency ¢ much g8 any part of the country
It i< not easv {o he Lt
and Tour pairs of  horses
Sstable and no visihle anean
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these condition and 11 is miserahle pedante
uree ohicetions acainst the cinployvment  of - ho
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shouid be done; the only thing necessary 18 .\0
give breaches of the letter of the statute during
A war policy can never be

the present distress. :
Great

the constant experience of this country.
Britain's every interest is peace, but in order to
peace  there must  be security, and lh_zll there
could never le while Prussian miktari-m dom-
inated and threatened where it did not dominate
Fourope.  Thereiore, we are in for a big job, and
the educational advancement ol the theorist  can
walt.

In the stern fight at  Neuve Chagpelle
well-known  farmers feil. The -1th Seaforths, «

niany

territorial  regiment from Ross shire, were  en-
gaged, under Major Wilham Robertson,  of

Monteagles, IFarm, a nephew of the late John
Ross, the famous cattle hreeder and feeder form
erly of Mickle Tarrei. Major Robherston was him
self a farmer He iell, leading on his men,  so
also did Captain Budge, Faster
farmer, tenant of Easter Rarichririgg, and many
others, Major Cuthbert, the factor on the
Ardross s estate in Western Ross, was wounded
slightly but recovered, and is now in command
Many homes in  Ross-shire are fin mourning, and
up to the time of writing the Government have
not published the official list of oflicers and men
who fell in that contlict. We won, but there is
a strong suspicion that the toll in men Killed,
wounded and missing was very heavy.

Perhaps your readers think that T have saidl

another Ross

enough about the war, but it is not easy to !ix
one’'s mind on anything else in these times
March is always a month busy with horse

shows. This year they were all compressed into
the first week, with the Aberdeen Spring Show on
Wednesday, March 10; so far the very best  day
we have had in 1915. The show held that day
was one of the bhest ever held in the northlern
city The spring show there is mainly, if not
exclusively, a Clvdesdale event. There are four
classes for stallions and two for fillies. The most
successful exhibitor this year was Georze A
Ferguson, Surradale, Flein, e had first prizes
with his aged stallion Gallant Sewart 16603, his
three-yvear-old stallion Victor Dale 1814R, and his
two-vear-old fillv Rosalind He secured champion
honors for Rosalind over the two filly classes and
the class of yvearling colts "The championship of
the three older stallion classes went to John P
Slkitgh's black colt KNismet 18117,
by Punure LFootprint out of the
Moira
Cup champions. The show
tranordinary series of successes for the produce of

which was ot
Pride

Cawdor

Baron's
mare Both sire and dom are
resulted in an  ex
Dunure Footprint In a large class of yvearling
colts a1l the prize winners except the third were
Dunure  Footprint The
by Apukwa In the two-yvear-old fillv class  the
first, thivd and fourth were hy
and the
Juchlyvie In »a
fillies the first, fourth and <xth were  got by a
Dunure  FFootprint;  the third by
\pukwa. and the seventh by the useful breeding
ITillhead CChief. William M Ritchie
Balcairn, Oldmeldrom, owned and hred the  first

oot 115 third was
Dunure Footprint,
second  was by his sire Baron of
remarkable class  of vearling
second  and

hhorse

and sixth, ard <old the pair on tle cround  for
close upon L9010 I'he  third prize two-vear-old
fillv was also reported to. have heen sold  for
1,600 \ very fine filly is the second-prize two
vear-old - Verona, owned by her hreeder, Doy

Stewart, Crieft, agnd ot by the famous Baron of
Buchlyvvie, ons of 1the noted prive mare Veronigue
[.ast vear Verona was all hut unheaten TTen

dam, Veronigue, was also dam of the first prize

aged statlion, Gallant Stewart She has  hred
very well, nearly all of her produce heing hetter
than the average She hreeds hest 1o g Baron's

Pride horse, Gallant Stewart bhemmg oot hy Reve
lanta
I do not kpow whether T mentioned g vemark

able hit made Ly a Scottish farmer resident  in

Fneland in connection with the Inte Tord Roths
child’'s  champion Shire horse Plaicdon Jupiter
Thomas Simypson, Rook Tree Farp, TTavnes, Beds,

hired this horse for 1915 for €100, with the
option of hiring bim for 1916, T heliove  at the
SAme  money e advised I.ord tothschild's
manager to exhibit the horse at T ondon, which
the said pentleman had not thoneht of doing, as
he was of oninion that the stud contained hetfer
horses

Blaisdon Jupiter was, however, shown,

im the notion that he micht he mentioned honor
ablv in thoe i<y ey howevor, cione ont first in
Lis class, ehampion of the < im tallion anel
Pl wnrem tallion chan onoof thi whole
oy In the circmnstanees ane is not saprorised
tao hean tha \h == 1 ererced has
opiion and Tared the horse fos 1916 [Teo will
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IR I oad T'e wa retinrned ge
et vt} Vament o Ay leshury in 1865, and
ror that m=titueney for 20 vears I 185
created o pan and consequently was o

ADVOCATE- "UI'NDED. 1866'

British legislator for half g century,
college chum and life-long friend of
Icdward VII. A zealous
and particularly of Shire horscs and Jersey

tle, lL.ord Rothschild was unsparing in h‘is~ bf*m‘
mv»(mns for both breeds. e exhibited a teg nca.
Shire horses in British dominions overseas n;o(;
also at foreign exhibitions, ITis show gy 'T,in,
in Ilerts, not far from l.ondon, was the (‘h?:
centre for exhibiting Jersey  cattle in this (‘uu(\
try There the system  of awarding prizes f‘l"
points in milk production and hutter-fat o
into force in an elaborate gnd exhaustive

He wag a
the late Kip
patron of Agricultue

as put
; Way
I'he deceased peer was g man of simple hn!zi&l;l
and devowd of anything that savored of ()st(\mav_
thon e was the acknowledged lay leader of
Jewish people in Great Britain, gnd is understoqg
to lm\«.- been extremely liberal in his benefactiong
but refused to make any display of his numej
His fm.wrul rites were conducted with extreme
\lilllvlll'll) also.

(‘nnn{ln.;m advices announce the resignation of
an old friend, Robert Ness, from pubiic officeg in
IlnlMlllg(lQn (‘ounty, ().m\lw(‘. ITow old a friengq
Mr. _\vss is to the writer may he inferred from
the fact that when he knew him first and for long
after he was Robert Ness, Jr. Mr. Ness hag
very many friends in this country. He was 4
regular visitor for very many years, sometimes
making two trips in a season to purchase Clydes-
dale horses, \llh()llgh never (“]\'ing lurge num-
bers at a time Mr. Ness was a regular customer
and had his own taste and fancy in Clydesdales.
He liked the kind he could sell, a sensible busi-
ness-like way of doing horse trade, and with the
short-legged, thick horses that he hought he hag
always done well. His son, Robert Ness, Jr,
has made Ayrshires a study, and if he were here
this week he would find plenty to interest him
in the splendid lot of 150 Ayrshires which will be
sold by public auction at Ardyne, Toward,
Argyleshlire, on Thursday. This herd is the pro-
perty of John McAlister, Ardyne, who was born
on Mid-Ascog, Bute, and is one of the most expert
judges of both Clvdesdales and Ayrshires in this
country. Ilis cattle are in remarkable bloom,
and in spite of the uncertainties hegotten of the
war he is likely to have a record sale. Mr. Mc-
Alister leaves Ardyvne for a farm on T.ord Shrews-
hury’'s estate in Staffordshire. He thus adds an-
other to the large total of Scottish farmers who
find their homes and fortunes in I<ngland.

Shorthorns have been selling well this season.
A\t the Penrith sale early in March 144 bulls,
mostly yearlings, were sold by auction for an
average of £40. These were drawn from herds
in the Cumberland and Westmorland dales and
fells. The spedial characteristics of Shorthorns
bred in these districts are their milking proper-

respect they  far excel Aberdeen
The dairy buyers in the { East of
Scotland  are almost wholly  recruited from the
north of I'ngland. A\t the Darlington sale, held
about a week later, 77 bulls sold for an average
of £36 14s. 6d.  These were much after the same
character, although in the leading herd in Tees-
water that of George Hlarrison, Gainford Hall,
Duthie bulls have heen used to a
large  extent Manyv fine cattle of Hh()l‘thor_n
character in the north of Kngland are unpedi-
greed That is to say, no record of their breed-
ing has been  Kkept This is greatly to bere
The enlightened registration policy of
however, prevents them
These fine
and in

Lies In this
Shorthorns

Darlington,

rretted
the Shorthorn Society,
being altogether lost to the breed
cows can be mated with pedigree bulls,
the fifth generations they can be registered ~and
numbered in Coate’s Herd Book. [overy sensible,
intelligent man knows that many so-called
“Short-pedigreed’” Shorthorns are the best “,m?
hrealthiest in the herd book The foolish [)(\l‘lp}
of those like buvers from the Argentine “'h_" avs-
card ail H}mrlh;)rns, no matter what their
heritance may he, whose pedigrees do not trace
certain  volume of Coates’ Ilerd BOOkf
operates entirely to the benefit of home hroe(lt‘fls\.
It leaves in possession of first-class h ‘althy catt i
weli fitted to benefit breeders in any .(‘olln”l.‘;
One can become pedigree mad, and certainly the
craze for certain so-called “‘families’ is absurd t0

to a

a degree,
il . st the
I'imes like the present arve conducive 1}10(‘0“_
activity of “‘cranks.” There are many Suc e
One of the most acl

nected with agriculture.
and wellaneaning is the “‘crank’ fame
Britich farmer would he on the fair wav kg )
and fortune if he only would devote himself (L
the growing of sucar beet. The leader of thl“_
movement is the Tarl of Denbigh, and he has a7

. Their
sociated a numher of others with him. Tub
IParmer’'s Chub:

I'he paper 18

3 o
who helieves the

Jlatest manifesto was read at the
L ondon by Mr. Dowline, No A < olish
exhaustive hut unconvineing What the ]“”.L im
whethoer it awill pad hir
m xHQHlll—\\llI'“’l
1oolds.

farmer wants to know S

hetter to grow sucar hreet than
S0 far the halance is in favor ol
\s it does not 1av the Scottish farmer t him
’ . . 1 v er ya\v :
maneold, it follows that it would n \L; I(llriti*h
b sugar heo» {he who!e the .

to grow ugar heot On the o e growing

leve the g

the mart
orow

farmer may he well advised to tudy of
o le a S .
of sugrar heet to those who have mate a comé
. va b INg ¢
x : - iy to making ;
the root, and can see their wad ) . doe[‘»‘“l
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profit out of its growth. It rejur
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