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Jouy 21.—The Ministry of John the
Baptist,—Luke 3: 1-22.  AD. 26.

GOLDEN TEXT,
“ Bor He shall be great in the Fight of the Lord, and
ahall drink neither wine nor strohg drink."—Luke 1: 16.

IN THE STUDY,

“Thirty years have passed since the birth in
Bethlehem, when *all lmmlem was troubled ' by
the enquiries of the Men from the East, and
eighteén years since the Galilean startled the
Rabbis in the Temple by his youthful wisdom,
old men have died, young men have become old,
and children have grown up.” —Stocd,  The king-
dom has departed.  For upwards of twenty years
the country has been a Roman province, and six
Roman officers have governed Judea since Herod
the Great and his son Arcl.elaus sat on the throne.
Pontius Pilate, more hated than all the rest, now
rules, and the people wearied with foreign dom-
ination and remembering the promise, and that
the time is fulfilled for the coming of the Messias,
are now anxiously looking for the Deliverer who
is to resore the U vid, - A watdor king
is expeécted, and an earthly klﬁr’\m.

The hetic references to John the Baptist
intimately associate him with the coming of
Christ,.—/5a. go: 3.5 ; ‘Mal. 4:5. He was to
come in the spirit and power of Elijah, and he
was to prepare the wl{ of the Lord. "The Jewish
;o le thought that Elijah Aimself would come.—
n 121

“The deep impression made by the appearance
of a man :5: lh‘: habits and in the gar R; pro-
phets like Elijah, preaching with Fﬂl}-h'n spirit
and power, and that too after a prophetic silence
of 400 years, or since Malachi icted the ap-
pearance of Elijah before the Lord's coming, is
evident from the crowds that descended into the

Jordan valley from all parts ol the country, | j

especially when we remember that John did no
miracle.—0ohn 70: ¢gr. 1t has been calculated
that it was a Sabbatic year ; and as these years
were now observed with some stri by the

stones were gathered out, crooked places straight-
ened, and ro ones made IevelJ and smooth.
The exhostation to gather out the stones is
peculiarly appropriate.  These farmers do the |
exact reverse—gather up the stones from the fields |
and cast them into the highway, and it is this |
barbarous custam, which in many instances renders
the s 50 fortable, and even dang: |

\berius was for three years joint emperor with
Augustus: so this date wanld be the twelfth of his |
sole rule. Judea had been for over twenty years
a Roman province, Archelans having been deposed |
for his cruelties, banished to Gaul.

A Tetrarch was strictly a governor of a fourth
part, but eventually came to be applied to
any ruler of a small province. The Herod here
spoken was the son of H: rod the Great.

Philip was the half brotser of the Philip who
married Herodias,

Ituraea was the north-easterndistrict of Palestine.
Abilene lay still farther north and received its |
name from its chief city, Abila, 18 miles north of |
Damascus,

Annas had been high priest for fifteen years,
was the father-ir-Jaw of Caiaphas, and still re-
tained the name and much of ll':e authority of the
High Priest, although Caiaphas actually held the |
office.

Esaias is the Greek form of Isaiah, as found in
the Septuagint or Greek translation of the Old
Testament.

‘There are two words in the New Testament for
repentince, the one signifies regret, not
so much for the thing itselfl as the
consequences, and the other a change of mind
and hence of feelings towards the thing— arising
from change of views. This latter word is bz far
the stronger one, and is here used: For the first,
see Mart. 27: 3, and for the latter, Mark 7:15;
Luwke 10: 13; 2 Cor. 7: 10. True repentance,
the repentance preached by John, and so much
in upon throughout the New Testament by
onr Lord ana His Apostles, is not simply sorrow
for sin arising from a view of its ces, As
a turning from it and againt it, and is produced by

Jews, the people would not be detained from their
ordinary avocations.  According to Stanley and
others, an expedition was then g,udn down the
Ghor, or Jordan valley, against e\nfu Tdumea,
the capital of Aretas, king of Arabia Petruea, 2
Cor. 11: 32, and some of these troops were doubt-
less the soldiers spoken of in Zude 3: 14."~ Stock.
““The * wilderness of Tudea’ is a term applied
1o a strip of uninhabited country between the hill
country of H and Bethlehem and the Dead
consisting of the wild ravines which descend
abruptly into the deep hollow in which the lake
ties, and of the ipitous rocks which divide
‘The district extends from Engedi on the
ujohn probably
derness as he
preached : for his first baptisms seem to have taken
at the lower fords of the Jordan, opposite

ericho ; while a little later we find him at Im‘
bara, pmh-bl& the ‘upper fords’ where the
runs into the Jordan

at Enon, near Salim, which has

still b r up the stream towards Beth-

homson, in * The Land and the Book,”
of Eastern .
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| of the mind as to its true nature
and tendencies, True repentance is a_chamge of
heart, not simply sorrow of heart, It changes the
heart from the love of sin to the hatred of it, and
to the love of Christ and to holiness.

IN THE CLASS,
Questions, How many years have Emcd
since the date of our last lesson?  What changes
have taken place? What was the state of people

in reference to coming of the ised Messiah?
What was the appearance of John as he came
out of the wilderness preaching that the king-

dom of heaven was at hand ?  What impression
did his preaching make? When men asked him
who he was, what was his answer? Did he
magnify himself or the one who was to come?
‘What was his nu-fn to everybody ?

We have in our lesson: 1st. The Mission of
{(::; and, The Message of John; 3rd. The
aptism of John; 4th. The Results of His
inistry.

THE MISSION OF JOHN,

It was that of a fore-runner to announce the
coming of Christ and to prepare the people for
him. Jsa. go: 3; Luke 1: 13-17; r 23

As a pioneer in the back woods ing out the
brush, roeting 'm and making a road
through the erness.  As pi before an
advancing army clearing the way along which
it is to march.

The tion John demanded was in men's
hearts, which were hard, proud, selfish, sinful. So
is every one's hearl by nature to-day.

THE MESSAGE OF JOHN.
‘A’tﬁ-ﬁm. Tulm ol
ve them conf them, to
o rese U Lond when T shonld
message was to every one, for al] needed
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| in their way m{poud that,

of them thought that they were already pre

for the Lord.  The pharisees, hecause they were
desendants of Abrabam, very strict and religious
therefore, they
were righteous, having no_sins to confess ; no
evil hearts to be changed. Bat John called them
‘a generation of vipers.' He told them that all their
covenant privil and all their outward forms,
and not even their being children of pious Abraham
would avail them, that the axe was already laid
at the root of the trees,and every tree that brought
not forth fruit should be et down—v. 7-9.
And then he told them how true repentance would
manifest itsell—in a changed life—v. 10-14. So
is it with us—nothing, not even pious parents,
churgh membership, outward observance of the
forms of religion will 6t us for the kingdom of
Christ, We must repent l?luming from our sins
to Christ to trust Him and follow Him,—Matr.
18: 3 John 3: 3; Acls 3: 18

THE BAPTISM OF JOHN,

Those who received his message and believed
in the Saviour that was to come,in Him who was to
baptize them with the Holy Ghost, were baptized
—that is, they were buried in the water and
raised again, That John baptized by immersion
may be clearly scen, not only from the meaning
of the word used, which is to dip under, hat also
from the places where he baptized. He kept
along the river, first opposite Jericho at the “lower
fords there,” then at Bethabara, the “ upper
fords,” then at Enon near Salim.—Jokn z: 28 ;

: 23,
l{e baptized in the river, and those who were
baptized came wp ot of the water.—Matt, 3: 16.

THE RESULTS OF JOHN'S MINISTRY,

Jobn was beheaded. He said of Jesus, ' He
must increase, but I must decrease.” - John 3: 30.
We read that Jesus made and baptized more ﬁ
ciples than John.—Fokn g: .. Was John's
ministry a success or a failure as to Jasting results?
Let us see. The first disciples of our Lord were
John's and the result of his testi
mony, m 7! 35-42. When John was beheaded
his disciples came to Jesus.—Matt. 14: 72, When
Christ went am the people they remembered
the testimony :ﬁohn.—]»l- 10 g0-42.
disciples that John made were ready to receive the

24-28; 19: 1-6. He prepared the way for
{uu. ““And when his work was done,
ike the morning star, that fades from

sight on the rising of the sun, he ually passed
"z:h.y. and Chn!‘s‘(. as on the n‘xﬂl. zu left
alone. So onght it to be with our teaching, toso
point to Jesus that we shall fade from view in the
greater light, and Christ i/ the vision with His
surpassing g‘ovy. "—John 3: 29,

Nazareth,—Luke
AD. 28,
GOI.D;_;“‘P.
And they were astonished at His doctrine, for Hix
was with power.—V. 3¢,

Juwy 28.—Jesus at
4: 16-30.

IN THE STUDY.

Since the baptism of our Lord, with an ac-
count of which our last lesson closed, and the re-
turn of Jesus to Nazareth,as recorded in our lesson
for to-day, the following events have, according
to Robinson’s Harmony of the Gospels, taken
place. The temptation in the wilderness.—Matt,
42 11; Mark 1; 12-13 ; Luke 4 1-13.  The testi-
mony ohn to Jesus at Bethabara,—John
1: 19-34. The first, imiygkwudeb our Lord :
Andrew, Johu, Peter, Philip and Nathanael.—
ohn 1: 35-51. The first ;’uwvsr, at  which
esus drives out the traders from the Tme.—
ohn 2: 13-25. His discourse with Nicodemus,
ohn ?: 1-21.  His sojourn, and bapti-
zing in Judea.—John 3: 22.36. departure




