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The Experimental Union

Two hundred million dollars annual-
ly represent the value of the farmer
crops of the province of Untario. 10
appreciate the value of the work of
the Ontario Agricultural and Experi-
wental Union which held its annual
meeung in Guelph last week, one
needs only to be told that experiments

ashumed of our calling and we should
sve that our calling is not ashamed of
us.”
A special feature of the program of
the Union this year was the promin-
ence given to the work of the eleven
district representatives of the De-
purtment of Agriculture which are
now located at various centres over
the province. Reports of work ac-
ished showed the to

with farm crops were on
4,500 farms taroughout the provinee
this past year, and that these experi-
menters are making a study of which
crops are the most profitable under
cither own conditions, that the re-
sults of these experiments are demon-
strated in each locality wherein they
are conducted and that the valuable
intormution secured from the whole
of this work is dissenunated through
various channels to the farmers of
Ontario as well as to those of other
provinces. In this way and through
the distribution of seed grain, the
Experimental Union is n‘»puumh‘.- for
much of our increasing prosperity
and the ever-increasing annual value
of the farm crops of Unuario,

The secretary, Prof, C Zavitz,
in his annual report drew attention
to the fact that 1t is 24 years since
the present system of experimental
work was started in a general way
with ouly a very small membership.
Ihe development of the work has
resulted in doubling the yields of

Ontario farm crops and in filling the

agricultual college with students.
President J. U, Laird of Blenheim,
Out., in his address pointed out that
many farmers had worked themselves
into new varieties through the grain
secured for the experiments. This
meant direct increase in yields. Nor
did it profit the experimenter alone;
others became encouraged and reap-
ed increased returns, hence the work
of the Union means millions of dol-
lars to the province. Touching up-
on the matter of co-operation, the
president said that were we as farm-
ers to band oursclves together, we
would reap untold benefits and have
four times as many members in par-
liament and in_our legislative halls
as at present. Emphasis was laid up-
on the matter of personal appeu
auce and the speaker stated: “We
would be more respected than we are,
were we as a class to wear better
clothes. We have no reason to be

a gieat one and worthy of hearty sup-
port and extension. 'Lne short courses
in connection with these departments
seem to be the most popular part of
the work; as President Ureelman said
when telling his recent experiences
at the short courses held in Dundas
County ‘' When as many as 400 peop
men that had previously no organi-
zation, would turn out to a short
course and stay from eight o'clock in
the morning until late at night, 1t
looks as if the short courses had come
to _stay.”

By far the most important feature
of the meeting was the reports on
the results of co-operative experi-
ments with cereals, legumes, fertiliz-
ors, potatoes, sweet corn, field roots,
fodder plants, and hay crops, given
by Prof. C. A, Zavits. It would Le
hard to estimate the results to the
country from the information derived
{rom the co-operative experiments as

directed by Prof. Zavitz. In the
case of barley alone, much has been
accomplished.” The 0.A.C. No. 21"

barley,—a special strain of the variecy
that was distributed over the pro-
vince through the medium of the Un-
jon and which has been of well-known
benefit—has stood at the head of the
list of barleys since it was sent out in
these experiments four years ago. It
has given practically two bushels to
the acre more than the Mandscheuri
variety. It is more popular, has stiff-
¢ straw and is freer from rust than
the old Mandscheuri. Prof. Zavits
said that he bad traced some 3,000 or
(,000 bushels of the 0.A.C. No. 21
urley, which had been produced from
the one pound lots that were first
sent out and in every instance all
spoke very highly of it. He believed
tlmt it would take the place of the
Mandscheuri variety that has already
done so much ta increase returns in
Jntario during the last eight or 10
years. (It might be noted that Farm

and Dairy offers seed of this variety

wsewnere in this issue).

1he Comwercial roeding Stufis Acy,
1009, wag discussed by rroressor Har-
coury, of the LOLege. Lhe secuiug
of tus act was the direct resulp ur
caorts put forth on the part of the
wxperimental Union. 1he Protessor
arter outhming the varous features
of tne Act, said that it suould be of
great asgistance to furmers in enabling
wiem to protect themselves from low
grades of feed with which they are
unfamiliar and it would also protect
whe against d
competition. 1t would enable farm-
ors to use feeds economically and in-
telligently.

WEED SEEDS WROM ELEVATORS

The Hon. Nelson Monteith who took
part in the discussion upon this act
congratulated the members ©
Union on having their eftorts reach
fruition at so early s date. Since the
amount of food stuffs consumed in
Ontario 18 d

“I'hat owing to the introduction ior
feeding purposes of screcnings cou-
taining noxious weed seeds, and to
the damage resulting from their w de
distribution thiougnout Untario, tiis
Union respectfuliy recommen id
urges that such legislation be enucid
as will remedy the evil.””

The report of the results of exper.
ments of commercial fertilizers on
farm crap- by Professors W. P. Gauib.
le and C. A. Zavitz demonstrated (he
fact that farmers generally should x.
periment with fertilizers and find ut
the actual n of their soils und
that we can never dispense with burn
¥ manure since we must have o-
ganic matter present in the soul if
we would get best results.

OEASE EXPERIMENTING ON ROADS
That the time has about arrived
when we should cease the experiment-
ing in connection with road making
.nngiug_at. down to laying out roads und

that the Umon bestir itself in regard
to the tailings brought in from ele-
vators at Port Arthur. The nuisance
caused by weed seeds in this connec-
tion should be abated. ‘‘They are
poisoning the lands of the Province,”
said Mr. Monteith, ‘‘and since efforts
have been so successful in the matter
of securing an Act regarding feed-
ing stuffs, efforts should be put forth
to regulate the matter.” r. W. 8.
Fraser, Bradford, endorsed what Hon.
Nelson Monteith had said and in-
stanced the large amounts of noxious
weed seeds in mixed chops, in the
compounding of which thuse tailings
are used. o cited Professor Gra-
ham’s experience in feeding weed
seeds to poultry, the result of which
the Professor claimed was that had
he continued the use of the seeds for
a week or so longer, his stock would
have died. This was good evidence
of their feeding value. Professor
Harcourt explained the difficulty of
having this matter dealt with effective-
ly owing to the various interests that
would Le affected and to the fact that
western opinion would be strongly
against any such regulations.
TO REMEDY THE EVIL

Mr. Nelson Monteith, Mr. Fraser,
and Professors O. A. Zavits, and Har-
court were appointed a committee to
draw up a resolution dealing with the
matter and on their su, tion the
following resolution was adopted :—
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them in a p manner
under certain rules and principles of
construction, is, in brief, the point
made by Mr. A. W. Campbell, De
puty Minister of Public Works in his
address on Country Roads in Ontario
He estimated that 21 millions of dol-
lars or its equivalent had been spent
in the last 10 years on the roads of
Ontario. Had {m this to expend un-
der fixed plans and specifications, b
would macadamize every mile of road
in the Province. Such results have
not Leen accomplished simply because
the work has been scattered, has bren
patch and repair directed by unskilled
inbor instead of permanent works car
ried out by competent commissioners.
To grow better children rather
than to grow better grain and more of
it was the object as outlined by Prof
McOready of the School Division of
the Experimental Union Committee,
which division was appointed last
yea ports received of the work as
carried on in the schools are most en
couraging. Children are given pleas
ure as well as helpful instruction, and
a deeper love for nature and a greate
interest in agriculture is engendered
into their minds through this work.
PHENOMENAL YIELDS OF GRAIN
Over 94 bushels of wheat to the acre
and how it was produced was a pait
of a very interesting address entitled]
“Svalof” given by Prof. i
C. James, Deputy Minister of Agri
culture. Svalof is a little village iy
Sweden, a centre of production o
agricultural wealth, the home of Dy
Neilson a man who has demonstrated
how to double, trehlel and quadruph
the yield of grain. ‘‘Sweden is o
of the most progressive agricultur
countries in agricultural education,
said the speaker. ‘‘She spends ov
wne million dollars annually on ag
culture, which fact comes as a sur
prise to a people who often b ink thi
liberality is only on this side of U
ocean.” The seed insticute, the s
company, their farm and an agri
wural hig‘l school that came under My
James' notice, e.ch and all were de

| with at some length. The initia.i
| and self reliance of

the people at Svi
of who do not wait on the Govel
ments, but whose work the Gove
ment afterwards comes along and

sts, were qualities admir I‘? Pr
fessor James. From the two days
instruction and inspiration rece
while visiting Svalof, Professor Jam
t.ought that it would pay Canada
the Province of Ontario to send a b
delegation to see j

'kl’lll how producti
in agriculture is brought about
Svalof.
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