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below what they Pay in adjoining sections of
country, such as the northern states.  Bhould
farmers have the temerity to ask that this burden
of taxation be more quitably adjusted they in-
variably find their representatives in the Legis-
lature much too busily occupied with other ap-
parently more pressing matters,

When trusts and combines, in ome for m or
another, seoure control of the handling of the
articles that we buy or sell, and we begin to look
for some means of relief from the conditions that
confront us, our helplessnass is soon brought home
to us. Powerful influences which we may feel but
CARNOL sce, are soon at work to thwart our best
endeavors,

POLITICAL PARTIES UNDEPENDABLE

What then are we to dof One thing is certain :
The sooner we cease looking for relief to political
parties and learn to depend upon our own efforts
the more speedily will improved conditions arrive,
Long experience bas demonstrated that there is
little to choose between one political party and
the other. Each is about 48 good and as defect-
ive as the other. Both are more concerned, as a
whole, on getting into or remaining in power than
they are in advancing the interests of the farmer.
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It is not necessary, if the legislature should
decido that the matter is urgent and of such
nature that it is not willing to assume the re-
sponsibility of passing it, to delay the submission
of any law proposed under Initiative Petition
until the next general election.
can order a special general election to Pass upon
such proposed law upon giving full 90 days’ notice
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80 mixing things up that the
rank and file of our farmers are
apt to find it hard to tell what they
do want,
TWO BIMPLE REMEDIES
After all, however,
are not so impossible

conditions
of improve-
ment as they may seem. There are
tWo simple remedies which we
should be able to obtain as soon
as we make up our minds that we
vant them and are willing to work
for them. These remedies are what
are commonly known as the “Ini-
tiative” and the ‘'referendum,”
Both reforms haye received the
hearty approval of the three great
farmers' Organizations in Western
Canada as well as of the Dominion
Grange in Eastern Canada.

THE REFERENDUM

The Referendum s the right of
& certain number of duly qualified
voters — generally five per cent.,
where it is in operation — to de-
mand of the Legislature— or House
of Copmons—the submission to the
people for final approval or rejeo-
tion of any law or laws which he
legislature may pass. This has the
effect of making the people the
final arbiters of the laws to which
they shall submit and under which
the country shall be governed and
its public institutions maintained
The Referendum also provides for

the voluntary submission to the people by the
legislature of proposed laws which may originate
with the legislature
may be unwilling to assume the responsibility

but for which its members

THRE INITIATIVE

The Initiative is the right of a certain number
qualified voters—usually eight per
cent., t0 propose a law for petition,
posed law and petition is sent to the legislature—
or House of Commons—and may be enacted ac-
cording to the ordinary course of procedure,

If the members of the legislature do not seo
fit to do this it is obligatory upon them to submit
ple to be voted upon not later than
eral election.
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