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are, faith may fail; yes, but wo are miserable if we 
abandon it, as Jeremiah said when he did not wish 
to speak anymore. “ But His word was in my heart 

a burning fire shut up in my bones." If it is 
only a fire that crackles in the thorns, it will soon 
be extinguished. But if you feel that the Lord has 
entrusted you with His word, has put it into your 
heart, not only for yourself, but for others, (Gal. i. 
15, 16), then fear nothing. Faith tested is faith 
strengthened, it is to have learnt your own weak* 
ness, but to have learnt the faithfulness of God. His 
tender care even in sending the difficulties, that we 
may be there with Him. And if you have the as­
surance

... as
f

that God has entrusted you with His word, 
do not be troubled if you are set aside for a time! 
One learns one’s lack of courage, at least, I have 
learnt it, but God takes account of what we arc, 
gives us our thorn, that we may be humbled, and 
that we may feel that the strength and work 

No doubt we have to judge 
want of courage. For my part, it is my great­
est test, the want of aggressive courage, and the 
way in which I shrink back before the 
of the world. But there is the look towards God, 
who has pity for us.

Profit then by your present separation from the 
woi k, to be much with Him. You will learn muc{i 
inwardly in your incapacity to go forwai-d, much 
of Himself, then more distinctly if God has really 
sent you, which gives great inward power in fol­
lowing out the work. But do not doubt His faith­
fulness.
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