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Between specialism and generalism I cannot 
undertake to choose. Until very recently I was a 
rabid generalist and preached the doctrine on every
possible occasion But with the continual increase llY w- sahoitrin
in the number of collectible varieties specialism is /ÿaHARLEY TURNER a friend of mine, is 
becoming more and more popular, and a systematic f‘11 a» enthusiastic stamp collector, and when 

A. y ,°/ the stamps of all countries more and more IvJ ill-luck sometimes follows him he is one of 
dimcult. It may be said, parenthetically, that a the most curious men I ever me\ It is
majority of those who collect with little apparent impossible to speak a - word of stamp
aza,™ £>, in the ranks of the !"a,ter when something disgraceful has happ, ned
genu a lists. J Ins fact, however, does not prove h,m 8on'e way. He won hi s, ml you to your 
that a systematic study of the world’s emissions is =°™er or say words which are not, I might admit 
impossible. 1 rue, it is an herculean task and quite exemplary. Anyhow he is built like that, and 
requires the expenditure of much time and to come will not change him a lût. I felt so
money, yet, if one is really cert an that he cun Klad the other day over one of his misfortunes that 
devote a reasonable amount of Iwth time and 1 cannot abstain from telling the story 
money to the study of the stamps of all countries six months ago a fellow named Dorset came to 
be will cerUinly do well to attempt it. Generalists °ne of Charley ’s friends and asked him how much 

quite inclined not only to collect the poxtag? » million stamps were worth, the other, who was 
stamps of the whole world but the mv-nw* and al80„a collector, made him a lot of questions and 
Me;,rap/, stamps (and even, sometimes the en- finally said that $10 would be a fair price to pav 
,e r well. or them anyway. Charley, who wa/workM
», . i ,H,l?.ertiUn,y nmnmg generalism into the thÇ ™me place, on hearing the conversation in- 
ground. 1 lie postage stamps alone are sufficient into the matter and decided to borrow the
to employ the attention of a student during his money and buy the whole lot the following 
entire lifetime, and it is not politic to make your Dorset immediately wrote a few words

Chat you wiU 8,1U(,<,cr at the very I woman who possessed the stamps in question, and 
1 X « ,11 • * . , living in York. He asked her to keep them for

I be hud, point, therefore, is to decide exactly ,U8 friend if she was willing to accept the price 
what shall be collected, and this decision is, acreed upon first. The next day he got the follow 
perhaps, the most importa- t step in the collecting m8 letter : 
career. 1’he occision made, the collector finds his I)kA„ s .
cask mapped out before him and the cor sidération ° , . .
ï .toZeM? ",.an,VeXt hi. attention .lamp,'. KK.S, *« f” m>'
I do not believe in the common method of buying ! * TonTtmly,
the cheaper stamps first, mounting them in your , Mss. L .
album, and then purchasing the rarer varieties us fat t Charley was looking through his album when
asyouipursewilf allow, i prefer to complete onestt *)orset entered the room It was only when the 
betore atteniptmg the formation of another. In mv ltttt.e.r 8a'‘* “ how are you Charley ” that he lifted 
collection I reverse the usual order by first con. U.P 1,18 ,'ea<1- Thinking that there was good news 
pleting the older sets, as far as | ossihle since in a')0"A the stamps he was up in one second. He 
all printed albums the older sets are placetl at the 8ot 80 edited that an inkstand, placed on his desk 
top of the page. When these are completed the 1Wfl8l ul8et while he was removing, and his Sie- 
nardest part of the work is over, and I can secure be,ck 8 >8ucs were doomed. Dorset, knowing 
the stampi of modern issue with comparative ease, what kind of a fellow he was to meet, went to the 
1 never buy single stamps of a set. unless tempted ?*! but hie friend called him to know the result 
by a great bargain and. as a rule, find it much of lus correspondence. After a few minutes con- 
cheaper to buy entire sets versation Charley decided not to take them.

I am not one of those who preach one thing and ,‘i 'f.?™ •" 1“‘88‘‘‘g a snap," said Dorset,
practice another, and I can say from my own i ■ j ÎÎ* k,,nd of 8tamPa »« they anyhow ? " in-
experience that since I l.ave forsaken thl liap- ley' ,
hazard, go-as-you-please method of collecting ami .. TV11,,1 , ow fir8t thing about ’em.” 
experimented along the lines which I have at ! „ • , w.do yon ,1,lllk 1 “m g°ing to pay such a
tempted to describe in this article I have reaped r lhla wom"|! ‘«trying to play something
far more Philatelic pleasure with less labor ves I r n Uf i m,.8Vre* ,'yho know8 ■ Von can drop it 
even less expenditure than ever before. " ’ lor.. do“ * ‘“tend to buy a couple of barrels of

There is no valid reason for the lamentable lack 1 KievwUhoiT"wLT/di.Tk.1 ‘rM,h" /".d
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