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PUBLIC GRANTS TO GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.

Schedule of the loans, grants, and bonuses given by the
Dominlon Government, the Government of Ontario, aml
port of Quebec in ald of the Grand Trw s Rallway, main
line, and of the sabsidiary lnes, comprise. in its system
and worked under Ity sole control

The Dominion Government loaned the G. T R....... 15,142,633

—
The Dominion Government gave a bonus to Victoria
BOOED - o0 co00 0000 180049500900 1008 80000000 300,090
The Dominion Government gave a bonus 1o the
e B T RS T
The Dominion Government gave a bonus to the
ORI R s o0 5 00 00s v a 6000 e 648 5068 45 KURE T
The Domin it gave m bonus 1o the
Waterloo Junction vuv. oo, esnsses sssese 32,800
Lot Dominwon Governuwent gave s lonus to the
Northern & Pacific Junction...... . 320,000
The Ontario Government gave a b
ford & Port Burwell line.ooe.vus vuun. sossens 6% 000
The Ontario Government gave & bonus 1o G
Georgian Bay hoe. ... 336,000

wnus o London

The Outario
SOUDON I TNN00 HBBsose vossivonsrinssnsent
The Ontario Government gave & bonus to the Northern
line. ... vesssesn e .
The Ontmio Government guie a
ton & North Western line..... .....

overnment gave »
175,630

196, 1%

e eaes

bonus to the

b, U0

The Ontario Government gave a bonus 10 Midland

0.5+ 556 oee ee.nne sernee ees s 165,350
The Ontario Government gave a bouus to

Junction 1ine..oove vr veevennes . 224,660

18 to the Toron

The Ontarw Government gave a |
& Nipising line
The Ontanic Goverument gave a bonue to the

106,212

Simooe Junction Jne. . ceee cevees coneesenans 53,000
The Ontario  Government gave o bonus to the

R 312,000
The Ontario Government gave & bonus to the Whithy

& Port Perry line.....coi0000000000es sesenne 94,967
The Quebwee Government gave a bonas to the Mont-

real & Champlain live. ..o .o.. . 150,000

The Quelwec Government gave a bonus Benuharnois
RIS T s v 6is o6 64 68 REEES FEONER N 440 179,073
Ao ——
Tutal of Bonuses paid the Grand Trunk by the
Dominion Govt. and those of Ontaro and
Quebec.... ... sresesaresEvEetaeut e
Loan to G. T K. from Dominion Government.. . ...

assistance given o G. T R by
ceveeeens $19,506,011
e

Total financial
Canadinn Government. ..o veuven.
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PROMINENT TOPIOS.

The opening of Parliament at Ottawa on the 7th
mstant will provide topics for pub'ic discussion for,
probably, a few months, though a short session is
probable. It is doubtiul whether the modern cus-
tom of making the day for the opening of Parlia
ment  dependent on the will of the Premier is
as wise as the old English practice of calling it on
A fixed date every year. The original reason, how-
ever, for this fixity of date was a consequence of
Parliament, in its early days, being rather a judicial
than a legislative body. When, about the time of
Henry 111, parhament had developed its present fune
tions and powers, the old custom was relaxed, and
members were called to annual sessions, or more fre
quently, at the will of the king. On one occasion
only half the members were summoned to parliament,
in order to allow the other half to attend to harvest-
ing!  This scheme is worth conside:ing, it would
save hall the cost of each Session, reduce the talking
to more reasonable limits, and show that the country
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could get along very well with a parliament of on

hali the present size. What, however, would be

really valuable innovation would be some arrang
ment by which the sessions would be shortened |
duration.  The custom of having a long debate «
the Address in reply to the Speech from the Thro

might well be abolished.  The reply is merely a fo:
mal affair, and has usually very little connectio:
sometimes none at all, with the matters discuss:

by members when that opportunity offers, The es
cellent example set this session will, we trust, be fo!
lowed in future ones. The mover and seconder .
the Address in reply to the Speech from the Thron.
were commendably moderate in their language
criticising the policy and record of the Opposition
Mr. Marcil, a French Canadian member, elicited gen
eral marks of approval when he appealed to the Hou-
of Commons to take measures to avoid all race cri

and occasions for racial friction,

The members of the Government are much to |
commended for their readiness in having their
partmental reports ready to lay before the House on
the first day, when a business session was held. Th
Opposition, too, deserves praise for abstaining fron
entering upon a long debate at the opening of bus
ness.  The new Leader, Mr, Borden, said, *“The Op
position is a business one,” a phrase, which, if the,
live up to, and if the Government emulates in this
respect, will add materially to the efficiency, as we'l
as the dignity, of the House of Commons.

The new Speaker, Mr. Brodeur, is to he congra
tulated on his elevation to a position for which he ha-
been in training some years as Deputy Speaker. Th:
House recognizes his eminent fitness for the dignified
and responsible position,

The Ontario Legislature was opened on the 6th
instant.  The veteran, Sir Oliver Mowat, made
lengthy address on the Queen's death, the accession
of the King and allied topics. Ontario proposes 1o
make a grant of land to each member of a Canadian
contingent on his return from South Africa. As
an clection will follow the close of the Ontario
House, its proceedings will be largely affected by
the proximity of the time when cach member will
have to give an account of his stewardship,

The total amount of the estimates laid before the
Dominion Parliament for year 1901-2 fall considerably
below the expenditures of 1900-1; both those on Coﬁ
solidated Fund Account, and those chargeable to
Capital.  These are only preliminary, they are in-
troduced in order to get the machinery into motion.
At a later period the Supplementary estimates will,
no doubt, be brought down as usual, in which it
will be desirable to place a sum for reducing the
debt, now that the revenue can spare a good sum for
this purpose.




