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lands crime and Bin are largely the out
come of Ignorance and environment; but 
In our Western countries, where society 
is more highly organized, sin is also 
more highly organized. The evil-doer 
brings to his work a higher and more 
cultivated intelligence. His evil deeds 
are premeditated and planned. His mo
tives are intensely selfish; he Is numb to 
the feelings of others; his ear Is deaf
ened to their cry of distress; his eyes are 
blinded to their woeful condition of 
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as Jesus was teaching in the 
temple and men were hanging breath
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from His lips, these professional critics 
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ing these things. Jesus answered by 
asking them a question concerning John 

Baptist. Now the Pharisees and 
priests had acknowledged John the Bap
tist fts 
pie hel
It will be remembered, had 
Jesus as the Messiah. This was the chief 
work of his ministry. The priests were

it. The plain inference was 
had been a messenger of God and had 
derived his authority 
Jesus would have the same 
the testimony of John. But the crafty 
priests—the professed leaders of religion, 
mark you—resorted to falsehood and 

ey did not know from whence 
e Baptist got his "authority."

These men had been trying to find 
weak places In the “armour” of Jesus 
and failed; now He turns His hajid u 
them, and in these great parables ex
poses their hypocrisy, Insincerity and 
faithlessness to the trust reposed 
as leaders of the people. This may 
looked upon as a kind of warfare, but 
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ght by God’s prophets of old had been 
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character. Let us refer to Psalm 61, or 
Isa. 68, to verify this. Inner holiness 
changes the outer life invariably. 
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