by opposing everything for mere amuse-
ment and grew into an Ishmaelite Le-
fore he knew. Whatever be the cause,
his life has been one of strife and, hav-
ing been one of strife, was a bad .ne
for himself and everybody he came in
contact with. If he could turn a vew
leaf at the beginning of this year and
live a peaceful life, 1907 would certainly
be a New Year for him

Here is a young man who leads a but-
terfly kind of life. Perhaps it is unfair
to the butterfly to make the comparison;
but as the butterfly won't be here for
some months we will take *.e risk. RFo
far, this youug man thinks that the
main occupations of life are dancing,
flirting, skating, playing lacrosse or
baseball, wearing good clothes, cultivat-
ing an inciplent moustache, and parting
one's hair in the middle. If that vunfor-
tunate youth would wake up and te
so.iebody and do something, this year,
1907, would certainly be a New Year to
him,

Theré are several other kinds of peo-

le that would be mone the worse for
geln. done over and made new at the
beginning of the New Year. In fact, we
would all stand some Aoing over, and
be all the better for it. The man who
thinks he does not need any improve-
ment needs it most. About the worst
men on this footstool are the perfect
men. There is only one being on this
earth that needs to be changed more
than a perfect man, and that is a per-
fect woman.

Passing froin men to things, are there
not some things in, say, our church life
that it would be well to make new at
the beginning of a New Year?

Some congregations take up their col-
lections for the Schemes of the Church
by a plate at the door. The plate is
right enough, but there is almost noth-
ing put on it. The result of that way
of working is a collection so small that
if you divided the collection by the

ber of in the i
the quotient is so small you cannot see
it. Sometimes you cannot see it because
it isn't there. There is nv power in
figures to express how little some of our

g do per Sabbath for some
of our Schemes. Now would it not be
well if the session should begin the
New Year by adopting a new method for
taking up collections? A year of good
collections would ocertainly be a New
Year for come congregations.

Here is « congregation in which the
service is conducted in such a way as
to repel some fairly good people and
make many others feel uneasy, though
they do not say anything. As a plain
matter of fact, apart from what anybody
may think or say about it, the singing is
perhaps very bad, or the sermon is too
long, or the other parts of the service
are badly conducted, or for some reason
or other the service is idered by a
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wisely made, would be an improvement.
If the new thing needed is a good thing
why not have it with the New Year?
Is anything necessarily bad, simply
because it is new? Is anything neces-
sarily good, simply because it is old ¥
Sin is old. And then it should be re-
membered that many things that ore
new to us are not new to everybody. We
have heard people vigorously denounce
certain things as innovations that other
Christians quite as good as any of us
had been familiar with for a hundred
years. The right spirit in which to pass
out of the Old Year into the New Year
is the spirit that says: “I am anxious
to be a new man, or at least a much
better man, in 1907, and T am willing to
adopt any new method of working dur-
ing 1907 if there is reasonable grouand
for believing that the new is better.”

THE CHURCH FUNDS.

The estimates for the current year call
for a total of $425,000; and while the re-
ceipts to date are in excess of last year,
@ very considerable sum is still required.

1f every communicant in the Presby-
terian church will give but $2.13 during
this year to the Schemes of the Church,
the estimated requirements for 1006-07 for
the western section will be met. This
amount will be more than made up by
each one contributing the small sum of
five cents each Sabbath.

The estimate for home missions this
year is $10,000 in excess of last year, ow-
ing to the great developments required
to keep in touch with the rapid increase
lation in the Dominion through

of p
immigration.
The following tables, prepared by Rev.
Dr. John Somerville, Interim Treasurer,
show the estimates for the current year
and the receipts to the present, as com-
pared with those a year ago. Estimated

large number of fairly good people as
something to be endured rather than to
be enjoyed. Some who are perhaps not
specially wicked remain away, and a
good many who come as a matter of
duty are conscious that there is some-
thing about the service that might he
greatly improved. Now would it not le
a good thing for those who are respon-
sible for the spiritual welfare of that
church to hold an t and ful

consultation and try to i their
service? Why notf? Are they not bound
in duty to do sof? A frank discussion of
the situation might go a long way to-
ward a remedy.

Far be it from us to say that much,
if any, attention should be given to the
talk of a few cranks, hobby-horse men,
specialists, chronic grumblers, old-time
pugilists, soured persons, fault-finders,
and out-of-the-way people of that kind.
The office-bearers who pay any atten-
tion to THEM are not wise. But we
mean cases in which people, as good ts
any other, think some moderate ch

requirements  for 1906-07 (western sec-
tion):—
Rate
per com-
municant.
Home missions .. $150,000 § 5
Augmentation . . 45,000 23
Foreign missions .. ..... 112,000 56
French evangelization( in~
cluding Pointe aux Trem-
bles schools) .. .. .... 36,500 18
Knox College .. oo 13,000 06%
Queen's College .. .. .... 8000 04
Montreal College .. .... 5,000 2%
Manitora College (for On-
tario, Quebec and Mari-
time Provinces) .. .... 2,600 0%
For Manitoba and British
Columbia Synods ..... 9,100 04%
Widows and O
fund .ooo sees sene enee 16,000 08
. and infirm minis-
\"‘,:(IL' fund.... oo seeene 20,000 10
A bly fund.. .... ... 8,000 [
Total.... ..o wues oo ,000 $2 13
Comparative statement of receipts to
Ti—
S 1006. 1007.
Knox College. . .8 00132 § 878.60
Queen’s College .. .. 323.10 410.81
Montreal College 267.64 220.60
Manitoba College ... 1,027.45 728.04
Home missi L. H924.08 41796.75
A tation .. 5230.83  5980.36
Foreign missions.. .. 28,615.01 27,245.04
Widows' orph-
ang fund .. .. .... 220160 1795.20
and infirm min-
A?:tin’ fund.. .. .. 4,547.08 3,545.50
Assembly fund.. ¥227.42  1,2806.35

French evangelizati  7.202.44  4,785.75
Point aux Tremble.. 2,680.00 2,828.66
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The January Foreign Mission Tidings
contains the following names of new
life members: Mrs, W. J. Ptolemy, West-
minster Church Auxiliary, Winnipeg;
Mrs. John Sims, Erskine Church Auxil-
iary, Toronto; Mrs. Wm. Hodge, Corn-
wall Auxiliary, Cornwall; Mrs. Roland
Shaver, Morewood Auxiliary, Morewood ;
Mrs, Murray, Exeter W.W.M.B., Exeter;
Mrs. T. H. Glendenning, Sunderland
Auxiliary, Sunderland; Lois Isabel Gor-
don, St. Stephen’s Auxiliary, Winnipeg;
Mrs, John McLaren, Murray Mitchell
‘Auxiliary, Toronto; Mrs, R. J. MacAl-
pine, Knox Church Auxiliary, Owen
Sound; Mrs, Margaret Young, St. An-
drew’s Church Auxiliary, Winnipeg;
Miss Christina  MacFarlane, W.F.M.S,
Auxiliary, Franktown, Ont.; Mrs. James
Vallance, St. Paul's Auxiliary, Hamil-
ton; Miss A, Athyle Alguire, King’s
Daughters’ Mission  Band, Cornwall,
Ont.; Miss Carrie Alguire, King's Daugh-
ters’ Mission Band, Knox Church, Corn-
wall, Ont,

“Ihe Missionary Review of the World,”
BIVINE a8 1LY aulhorily “a prouunent s
slonary n China,  states that “a very
WlsPICUOUS WIler in one of Lhe  madn
nowspapers of Pekin, bumsell a Buddimst,
bas written a starting anticle or wiien
e lolowing is an outline: “He begins
by alung attention to the present toend
toward radical reiorms. Then he notes
that all retorm em-
anate from the West, and that when
uraced they are found to crystalize about
4 group ol wmen; that these retormens,
when they are studied as to the sounce of
their ideas and inspirations, are tound to
be imbued with the Jesus religion. And
50 the writer concludes that une surest
way to promote reiorms 18 to introduce
and foster the Jesus Church and fath,
But he also concludes that the retorm
work can only be successtully carried on
in China by natives, not toreigners; and
s0 e logically argues that some eminent
man must connect himselt with the Jesus
veligion, understand all about it, become
imbued with it, and then become the re-
presentative head of it in China; so that
all that s good about the religion may
find i a native Chinese who has the
confidence of the empire and people a
proper leader!” According to this, the
ea is wholly a secular one, but what-
ever the motive, it shows a keen discern-
ment of the real source of power of our
Western civilization, and offers an open-
ing for the dissemination ol Christian
truth which will lead to an appredation
of its spiritual value. The fact that such
an article could be published is a most
hopeful sign of the times.

An  Anglican clergyman in  England
(Ardhd Pelham), preaching on the
“Moderation” enjoined by the Apostlc
Paul, said he was thinking of the Bdu-
cation Bill controversy, and of the ques-
tion which was rapidly coming to the
front, the disestablishment of the Church
of England; and of other questions, so-
cial, industrial, and intellectual, which
were pressing powerfully on public opin-
ion, These questions ame acute, not
always from the perversity of human na-
ture, or the aggressiveness of unbelievers,
but more often from the changing circum-
stances of changing vears. And they de-
mamded at their hands patient inquiry,
fair trestment, sympathetic insight, cour-
ageous action, and the readjustment—and
possibly even the abandonment—of okl
opinions and ideals. Why, said he, should
we wait till the battle was begun and
minds were influme’, and the air dn‘rkemd
with misunderstand and the
between class and class, or chureh and
church, was deepened, to adopt this at-
titude of mind? Why should we wait_till
then to try the experiment of concilia-
tory methods and mutual concession?
Why should we wait till we were com-

led by the force of circumstances to
o imf»:d uet' ‘m"‘"v \ting
ing forward at the outset, anticipal
mormn? These thoughtful words n
consideration in many q b




