
IH NARRATIVES OP THE

Ivooitiii;;' ll. From tlic inontli of Fcbruiiry to the middle of May, in ttu'ir

fi'VCMt soiisoii fiiv liuiitiii^r beavers, otters, elks, bears, Avliieh are very ^r'nid,

liml cariboos. This animal is hall' ass. half sta'j:. If the season is favour-

able, tliev live at that ti th dable, tliey live at tiiat time iii the nddst of ])leiity, and are as prfU't us

priiii'cs and I<ii)!:'s; but if it is unpropitiou^, tlieir case is bad, and tr.ey

ol'ton jicrish witli huupn'. The weather is unfavorable for tln'ir pursuit

\vlnMi it r.iins mueh. witlmnt froezinp:, as tliey can then hunt neither i-lk

nor beaver : the s;ime hiippens vhcn mueh snov; falls and does not freeze,

for llioy canniit then take tlieir d(^i:s. because they would sink at every

stc]) ; tiiis tlii'v avolil themselves, by wettrinir snow-slioes, which enable

(lieiii (o walk (in the surface. They cannot, however, move with as much

siu'i'd as they re(|uire. the snow beiiii;' fio siii't. Other hindrances occur

ol' tliu like kind, too Ion;;' to describe. About tlie middle of March, the

iish be.L'in to spawn, and to asK-end the streams from tlie sea, and this in

HU'h nmltitudes. that they may be said to swarm. Hardly would any

one believe, without seeinjr it: the hautl could \'oi ful to calch ii fsli. if

pul iiild the water. Anion;.'; these il-li. the smelt is the lirst. Tlsis is

twice or three times as lame as our river-smult. After the smelt comes

tlie herrliij:', about the end (.f April ; and at tiio same peried the wild I'eese

arrive from the south, which are double the size of ours, and make tlieir

nests ill the islands. Two of their eirjis are fully eijual to live of liie

common hen. At the same time the sturneon and the s:ilmou arrive;

and the ureat j^alherinii' of cltus commences in the small islands: for the

sea-ftiwl, wliieli resort thither in p'eat numbers, lay there, and often cover

the ji'round with their nests. From May to the middle nf Se))tember,

they iiave im care about their f)od : for the muscles and other sh.ell-fish

art! en the coast, and the French ships arrive with which they trade.

And bo sure they kiunv very well how to exact respect and observ.ince

;

assiimin,!.:; to be hail-fellow with the Kim:', and it is necessary to pay them

nil the respect they claim. They must have presents, and lou"' speeches,

until they have airreed to trade ; and when that is settled, they are to be

feasted, which done, they will dance, make speeches, and sinu' Aih'ftquiiJr;:,

.bAsi//n'(A,v, which nujans that they are the jiood friends, allies, associates,

conrcderates and brothers ol the K'uv^ and the French people. Water-

fowl «b(Uind; not so the land-birds, except at certain times birds of pas-

Raue, such as wild Canadian jjcesc, and the white and ,t;rey common wild

gct'so. («rcy partridges arc mot Avith, which have a very fine tail, and are

twice the i-ize of ours. Multitudes of wild piLreons arc seen, which arrive

to v;\{ \ht\ r;r-p-berries in the month of July ; likewise 5ome birds of prey,"

rabbits and hares.

Our Indians ((uit the sca-aido and the tido-water about the middle of

September, and betake themselves to the smaller rivers, where the eels


