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SI MMAI.'V OF COXTKNTS

Tlicrc arc two spi'iics >>{' ('Ihti-v Kriiit-liif- in Ontarin that Imvi' luxMi <ausiii<;

iiiiidi loss to cluTrv ^rrowcrs. Tlicv aiv not ni-w iiisi-its, Imt tlicir identity as posts

was not isnown until tlic vears HMD and 1!M'.' ros|n'(tivciy.

Tlu'sc insects are distributed liero and there ovi r all the Xiapira district, and

prolmhlv in many of the otiuT cherry districts ol' the province.

Tlie injury is caused hy the flies layiii;,' their ejrjxs just heneath the skin, and

the niapfTots or larvae that hatch I'roni these reedinj; on the juice of the cherry and

ilestroyinjr the |iulp hy tearing: it ajiart with .-niali Mack hooks which act as jaws.

The perceiitajje of wormy cherries in infested orchards varies from 5 to !)l» per cent.

Manv otherwise ;; 1 orchards are sonietinies so hadly infested that the fruit cannot

he picked. Wormy < iierries are suliject to Brown IJot and hel]> to spread this disease

to those tliat are nor wormy. The sale of wormy dierries injures the market for

;rood cherries hv ., 'ople afraid to huy them. he<ause often it is almost im-

iiossihle to tell w ,'rry is wormy or not until it is opened. The total loss

from the flit-s m to several thousand dollars each year, hut is much less

some years than .arieties like Early liichmoiid and early sweet cherries

are almost excmpi i.om attruk, hut all later sour and sweet cherries are infested,

especially ]ilontmorcncy and Mori'llo. So far as known no other orchanl fr\iit is

subject to injury from the i)e>i.

The adult insects are two-winnccl llies. ahout two-thirds the size of a llouse-lly.

The winjrs are cons]ii<-uously marked liy dark crosshands. Near the centre of the

hack is a little cream or yellow dot. The head and le<r.- are yellow and the body

black, or mostly black, except tliat one s])ccics has four white bands across the

abdomen of the female, ami three across that of the male. The other species has

the abdomen entirely black. Consequently it is ])roposed to call the first species

the White-banded Cherry Fruit-fly and the other the lilack-hodied Cherry Fruit-tly.

The flies of the latter s]iecies appear on the trees about a week earlier in sprinj:

than those of the former. In Xiaj:ai'a thcv may u-ually he seen about the end of

the first week in June, th" other species about .F\iiii' 11th. The adulte probably


