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were sent out with the express purpose of
reaching the North Pole. They sailed up the
narrow waters that separate Greenland from
the large islands lying west of it. The Alert
wintered as far north as latitude 82° 24’. A
sledge party that was sent out under Captain
lviarkham went as far as latitude 83° 20’, and
the expedition returned with the proud dis-
tinction of having carried its flag northward
beyond all previous explorations. But other
nations were not to lag behind. An American
expedition (1881) under Lieutenant Greeley,
carried on the exploration of the extreme north
of Greenland and of the interior of Grinnell
Land that lies west of it. Two of Greeley’s
men, Lieutenant Lockwood and a companion,
followed the Greenland coast northward in a
sledge and passed Markham’s latitude, reach-
ing 83° 24’ north, which remained for many
years as the highest point attained. Greeley’s
expedition became the subject of a tragedy
almost comparable to the great Franklin
disaster. The vessels sent with supplies failed
to reach their destination. For four years
Greeley and his men remained in the Arctic
regions. Of the twenty-three men in the party
only six were found alive when Captain Schley
of the United States Navy at last brought relief.




