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VANCOUVER (CUP) --
Progress in the women's
movement has reached the
same point today that it did
during the 1920s, Sylvia
Gelber said recently at the
Unviersity of British Col-
umbia.

The federal labour de-
partment official warned
that women's liberation
also faces the same ob-
stacle which sent that
earlier struggle for equality
into decline--recession.

Gerber said danger lies
in the fact that economic
troubles often lead to the
abandonment of objectivity
and society falls back on its
traditional values, such as
men needing jobs more
than women, because they
are thought of as providers.

This is often supported
by married women whose
husbands have become
unemployed.

This is a facetious argue-
ment, Gerber said, because
excluding women from the
labour force does not
provide jobs for an equal
number of male bread-
winners.

Even if it did, the
exclusion of women from
jobs simply because they
are women denies them
their right to work, a right
that is the same as any
man’s, she said.

“In the 20s women in
Canada were under the
iHusion they were on the
march...but the depression
ended that march. After
that women never partici-
pated in society to any
great extent until the
Second World War."'

‘‘Even then both the
women and society regard-
ed their economic role as a
temporary measure only,
which was willingly sur-
rendered when the men
came home from the
fighting."'

She said now that wo-
men's movements in Cana-
da and the U.S. have again

reached the leveis they did,

in the 20s, women must
fight even harder tharn in
recent years to prevent
another reversal.

““We must wage a double
battle. We must continue to
tear down employment
barriers and encourage
women to take formal
training in subjects which
society has brainwashed
them into believing will
endanger their feminity,”’
she said.

““The number of women
in post-graduate programs
at our universities still isn’t
much bigger than in the
20s,’’ said Gelber.

““While there has been a
dramatic increase in the
enrolment of women in law
and medicine, there are not
enough women going into
business administration,
finance, mathematics and
the sciences.”’

She said the education
system will provide the real
impetus for the women'’s
movement in the next few
years.

While  attitudes are
changing, the composition
of the work force in Canada
has not been drastically
altered, she said.

More women are working
than ever before--especially
married women - 37 per
cent of whom were working
in 1971 compared to 22 per
cent in 1961--but they are
still largely restricted to
occupations always con-
sidered traditional for wo-
men, Gelber said.

She said major changes
will come when women
currently in the education
system begin competing in
the job market.

“In times of economic
distress we must strive
harder than usual to pre-
vent wasting our human
resources, men as well as
women, but economists
often forget that one-third
of these resources are
women,'' Gelber said.
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