Gateway — Page 7

The Foreign Service wants YOU

by Alex Shetsen

The phrase “foreign service”
means many things to many peo-
ple. For some, it is an opportunity’
to travel throughout the world.
Others imagine themselves hob-
nobbing with world leaders at
stately receptions. For a third group,
the Foreign Service is a way to
promote Canada’s interests, politi-
cally, economically, or socially
abroad.

Whatever their reasons, about
5000 people participate every year
in the preliminary government
Foreign Service Competition. A
small number will be among the
torty or so the Department of Ex-
ternal Affairs actually hires. A spe-
cial seminar on entering the for-
eign service was given by Barry
Yeates, a former diplomatic worker,
last Thursday at the U of A.

While basically a how-to session
on preparing ‘for and writing the
competition, the seminar also re-
vealed interesting details about the
types of work our representatives
do abroad and how they are
selected.

On entering the foreign service,

along process in itself, a diplomatic
worker is placed in one of four
main ”“streams”, or types of work,
and is given a posting abroad.

The "commercial-economic”
stream represents, through the
government, the interests of Cana-
das’ business abroad; the "dev-
elopment-assistance” stream deals
with Canada’s role in Third World
development, Canadian foreign
aid, etc.; the "social affairs” stream
is primarily concerned with immi-
gration, sifting through the millions
of people who want to enter Can-
ada each year; and the "political”
stream represents Canada’s politi-
cal interests.

It is commonly thought that to
get a high posting abroad, a person
needs to know somebody at the
top of the government. But Yeates
emphatically denied the import-
ance of political connections.

"Only the top, ambassadorial
positions may be influenced by
who you know,” he said. "Tradi-
tionally, only postings to London,
Paris, Brussels, Lisbon, and Dublin
have been influenced by party con-
nections.”
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Get your entry form when
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Drink at a participating
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LISTER DINING HALL
THE SHIP
THE SUBWAY
CAB Cafeteria

Significantly, both Moscow and
Washington are not on that list. As
for anything below these five am-
bassadorial postings, “I've never
known of anybody who got ahead
by hinting at his connections,” said
yeates.

A diplomatic posting abroad car-
ries an initial salary of 17 to 27 thou-
sand dollars per year. The govern-
ment will pay for transport of the
diplomat’s family, housing and food
subsidies so that the cost of living is
no more expensive than that in
Canada, and the cost of educating
the diplomat’s children abroad.

Despite the aura ot glamour
often associated with the foreign
service marital and family problems
are common because of the strain
of living outside Canada.

After writing the initial exam,
about 250 candidates are selected
for an interview. Of these, about 40
will be hired. :

After a two year training period,
they will be given a diplomatic
posting abroad, subject to yearly
review.

If at any time they wish to return
to Canada, they may do so, contin-
uing to work for the Department of
External Affairs. But it is unlikely

that they will be given another
posting abroad.

The only educational require-
ment for entering the foreign ser-
vice is a bachelor’s degree. How-
ever, candidates may apply even
before that, although they will have
to finish off their education to be
hired. ;

Itis not necessary to be bilingual,
since the government gives inten-
sive courses in both French and

English. Candidates must be Cana-
dian citizens.

So if you feel that the Foreign
Service has something to offer for
you, register and write the multinle-
choice competition.

It’s held in the fall of most years.

But first make sure, as Yeates

advises, that “your wife, husband,
or some other mate approves.
Otherwise you could be in for a
rough time.
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Quips 'n’ Quotes

In Iceland, it will be
Teflon One versus Teflon

Two :
—Lawrence Martin of the

Globe and Mail on the
US-USSR Summit of last
week.
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PROFESSIONAL STAND-UP COMEDY

NEW SHOW STARTS THURS. 9 PM.
October 16, 17 & 11 FEATURING

JOHN WING JR (Los Angeles)’

“Comedian who plays guitar and does parodies on popular songs”

¢/'J.P. Linde (portiana)
Juris Strenge (roronto)
as M.C.

DO YOU WANT TO BE A COMEDIAN?
IF SO, AFTER THE 9:00 P.M. SHOW
WE HAVE “OPEN MIKE”. PUT A 5
MINUTE ROUTINE TOGETHER AND
SERVE IT TO A LIVE AUDIENCE.

Interested in Research on Aging?

FUNDING IS AVAILABLE FROM THE SENIOR CITIZENS SECRETARIAT

The Senior Citizens Secretariat invites proposals
for grants in aid of research in a variety of
disciplines where the principal focus is on issues
of relevance to aging.

Priority will be given to research proposals relating
to the social, psychological and environmental
aspects of aging.

To be considered eligible for funding, an
applicant must be:

« a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant

« aresident of Alberta

« affiliated with or have an appointment in a health
care or social service agency, or educational
institution.

The deadline for receipt of research proposals for
the 1986-87 fiscal year is November 30, 1986. A
research subcommittee of the Provincial Senior
Citizens Advisory Council will evaluate all
proposals submitted through the Secretariat.

For guidelines governing these grants and an application form, contact:

10030 - 107 Street

The Senior Citizens Secretariat
2nd Floor, Seventh Street Plaza

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3E4
Telephone: 427-6437
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