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Christian rationalization

Baloney, but it's tasty

Winkie Pramey gesticulstes to make a point.

Winkie Pratney, o

The Validity of the Christian B

Faith
Tuesday, Sept. 28
Education Rm. 2-115

Such intellectual acrobatics
require a high degree of lingual
exterity, and 1 am happy to
report that Winkie Pratney has
abundant talents in this direction.
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Since the hnstonc day in1978 °
when I witnessed Elizabeth Clare
Pm het's levitation of the Jubilee
itorium, one of my favome
has been

‘argument by design”, wherein it
is proposed that every design
must have a designer.

he argument by deslgn is

the sermons of religious
evangelists who bring their good
news to campus, and watching the
good shepherds as they gather in
the sheep.

There is no danger, of course,
that 1 myself will get roped in,
because long ago Satan lured me
from the straight and narrow path
with the diabolic teachings of T.H.
Huxley, Nietzsche and Mencken.
No, I attend merely to sit and
snicker to myself while some good
Christian like Duane Gish (known
in some circles as Gish the Fish)
explains how Jehovah violated the
inviolable Second Law of Ther-
modynamics by creating the
universe (much as he v:olmed his
own Seventh C

not since
the orderliness of the universe
seems to suggest some sort of
cosmic will. From the Christian
point of view, however, it has
some weaknesses: for one thin,
the cosmic will might be the will
of Zeus, Amon-ra, Wotan or
Buddha justas well as Jehovah; for
another, it raises the infinitely

expanding question of who
designed the designer.

Winkie Pratney avoided
these problems with breath-

taking finesse. What he did was to
take the standard Christian
analogy of "a watch implies a
watchmaker, and in the same way
a human implies a human-
maker,” and embelhsh it with all
manner of and clever

snugglm up with Mary), or
proves” that the well-
documented  transformation of

Eobippus into the modern horse
is not really evidence of evolution
atall.
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phxases For instance, instead of
just having an average Joe eyei

watch, Pratney does a splemfld
imitation of a medieval peasant
gaping in astonishment at an
electronic calculator. After such

endearing antics one completely
forgets that the universe may have
been created by a committee of
Gods as quarrelsome and blunder-
ing as our Students’ Union.

Pratney's little jokes, wit-
ticisms, anecdotes and imper-
sonations are the soul of his show.
He described John the Baptist by
saying, “he dressed like a jerk and
ate crunchy insects” and Peter
with the comment that he had “a
foot-shaped mouth.” My favorite
joke was the one about the hip,
blasé fellow who was always
saying, "Yes, I know" in a bored
and knowing manner whenever
any topic was brought up (and
how he got his comeuppance).
Nor should one sneeze at his
brilliant impersonation of a scien-
tist with a million volts of
electrostatic energy pouring from
his fingers in a torrent of purple
lightning.

Under all this froth there is
nothing of intellectual substance
worth mentianing, but Pratney
delivers his load of nothing with
charmg flair, humor, and even a
genuine touch of pathos here and
there.

He is doing a final lecture on
“The biblical view of sexuality” at
3:00 p.m. today, at the same place.
If you have the time I highly
recommend gomg o it.
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Canadian men and women: come fly with us! Here’s a
unique opportunity to learn a life long professmn earn a
f?mplemlve salary, and travel worldwide. There’s no life
ike it

PILOT If you've got what it takes, there's a set of ‘wings’ in
your future. Learn to fly a broad range of Canadian Forces
aircraft-from heli to high-per jets. Join this
elite corps of airmen and pick your flight path to success!

NAVIGATOR As a key member of the flight crew, you'll be
responsible for complex airborne electrical systems that
keerr your aircraft on track—and on target! Around the

d, wherever Canadian Forces airmen fly, you'll be on
top of the action!

And you'll find there’s more to being a commissioned
officer, too. At all times, you'll be called upon for
leadership, courage and strength.

Challenge 1yourse|f to an exciting career as a pilot or

navigator. Talk to your Canadian Forces counsellor today!
See the Yellow Pages under Recruiting.

oming a Chartered Accountant. - :

Your Un!veﬁfty degree makes you eligible to enroll as

s sf — The next step in your

ional Ilfe As a prospective Chartered Accountant
“you will pursue formal requirements including practk:alr

experience and on-the-job training leading to lbe CA.
designation.

o, s alife- time of challenge.

Look into the Career with the Solid Euture.

Commanding Officer

Canadian Forces Recruiting Centre
10414 - 103 Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 0J1
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