
SUPA Joins

Battie For New Social Order
(Editor's Note: The following is o

background paper on the Student
Union fer Peace Action, which wos
presented to, the 29th annuel Cana-
dien Union of Students held earlier
this month in Lennoxville, Que.)

The Student Union for Peace
Actian was formed in December,
1964, et a meeting of 1 50 students
in Regina, Sask., which was called
by the Combined Universities Cam-
paîgn for Nucleor Dsrmament
(CUCND). During that meeting the
CUCND was disbanded and SUPA
formed.

The CUCND wos created in 1959,
and for f ive years supported o palicy
of wold disarmamnent and Canadian
non-ligniment in the Cold War.
The CUCND wos primarily a polîtical
pressure group whîch carried out an
extensive pnogrom of public educa-
tien.

By the end of 1963 it had be-
came evident that mare thon o pres-
sure graup was neeeded ta change
world conditions; the Canadien
government liad acquired nuclear
weopons and many CUCND members
began ta realize that war and peace
were issues which required more
thon tap-level government action.
The Regino conference a year later
molded these ideas into a new on-
gonizatian.

During the week-long conference
a statement of purpase was drown
up which contained six essential
points:

*ta bring about real peace,
fundamnentol social changes wauld
have ta be brauglit aout

O opposition ta the nation-state
system within whicli wans took place

*Canadien non-alignment in the
East-West Cold War struggle

*non-violence os o modus eper-
andi for SUPA activities

*acceptance of the princîple of
student unionism whicli recagnizes
students as ai force for social change.

fia peaceful warld would be one
of social and politîcal justice and
f reedom, free tram violence and one
in whicli there was no exploitation
of mon by mon.

One of the most important pro-
ducts of these principles was the
SUPA program of sumnmer com-
munity projects, whîcli were the finst
attempts ta alleviate the funda-
mental social cont Iicts--poverty,
discrimination against minarities and

lienation-whîcli lead ta war. This
summer the seven projects involved
80 students on a tulI tîme basis.

During the summer of 1964,
seven CUCND members canducted
a summer project et North Boy,
Ont, ta examine the nature of that
cammuni ty's dependence on nearby
military bases and ta begin drowing
up a conversian plan whîch could be
used in the event of dîsarmament.
Thot project lias sînce been taken
up by an inter-municipal committee
and is beîng fînanced by gavernment
and foundatian sources.

This sumnmer there were SUPA
projects witli Doukliobons in the
Kootenay, slum dwellers in Kingston,
onother prject et La Macaza on

"disarmament, deveopment a n d
decolaniztian," an organîzîng pro-
ject with Taronto social workers, the
begînnîng of university retorm pro-
jects, a schaol for social tlieory ta
study the broader issues af social
change, and, in cuo-perationu wîth
other student arganizatians, the
Student Neestow Partnership pnject
with Saskatchewan Indians and
Meti s.

AIl these projects are based on
princîples of cammunity arganizing.
The raie of a community organîzer is
ta lielp people - slum dwellens,
j ndîans, professiono s, students -
came together ta discuss their prob-
ems and find their own solutions.
The community organîzer daes nat
find or impose solutians on com-
munîties; lie serves as a catalyst ta
lielp bring unorganized people ta-
gether.

Therefore, the work of the sum-
mer pnoject members lias been ta a
large extent determnined by the
members of the community n which
tliey are working,

Mast of the proiects are continu-
ing at a reduced scale throughout
the wnter and will be enlorged agaun
next summer. jt is probable that
several other projects nvolving
greater numbers of students will
begin next summer. Eocli praject is
responsible for its own fînancîng,
which was conducted tlirough public
oppeals, donations tram churclies
and labor unions and, n some cases,
large donations by students' councîls.

At the Regina conference there
was a marked tendency omong many
delegates toward a de-centnalized
SUPA structure. The structure
which emerged at Regina was one of
o national council, fîve regions and
campus branches. A national office
wos (lated in Toronto. This wos
a large step away tram the hughly-
centralîzed structure of the CUCND.

Sînce December, a number of foc-
tors, prncipally the praîects, have
increased the de-centralist tendency.
Students working an the community
pro jects and on compuses have been
faced with practîcal problems of
democracy and have developed a
philosophy of basic, participatory
democracy.

They have also developed on
aversion ta non-active 2lIeaders',
and a philosaphy of action which
tends ta view action and the nature
of that action - means - as more
important thon results or ends.
Consequently, there are indications
that instead of becomung a national
arganîzation along traditionacl lmes,
SUPA wîll tend ta be more lîke an
association or federatuon of prajects.

This tendency, if t s followed,
wîll probably affect relatîonshîps be-
tween SUPA and other organizatians,
partîcularly student counculs and
Conadion Union of Students. Until
now the relation between SUPA and
these organîzations lias been prîm-
arîly of an institutional nature, whîch
meant that on eoch campus and on
the national level each argonizatian
had ta define its reotionship ta the
other. In many cases thus produced
cont lic ts.

A mucli healthien relationship
exîsted between SUPA membens and
the AIma Mater Society ut Queen's
University, where SUPA members

spent mucli of their time preparing
for the Kngston Communîty Proîect.
n this case, the Queen's SUPA mem-

bers were prurîrly a graup of stu-
dent actîvists preparîng for a specîtîc
task. Tliey and the AMS were able
ta enjoy meaningful and fruitful re-
lations un terms of the KCP, probably
an important factor in the pralect's
success.

n o similor manner, U of T SUPA
members were able ta work for more
fruîtfully witli the Students' Ad-
ministrative Council when bath were
concerned wth comman and specifuc
issues. The eason for this situation
s probably that when twa argon-
izations ottempt ta co-exist an an
institutianal basis, conflîcts are creat-
ed by actions and policies of one or
the other groups. But when they
only attempt ta came together for a
specitic purpose the only question is
whether they will or will not co-
apenate for that purpase.

A recently published SUPA pam-
phlet asked: "ijf nat us, who; if nat
now, wlien? The eighty students
working on these (summer) projects
have a belief and a cammnitment to
the future of mani. They believe in
the possibîluty cf creatunig a betten
wor Id-o wanrld without wan, poverty
and discrimination. They belueve,
witliaut thinking that they have al
the onswers, that the woy ta make a
better world s ta work actively for t.
These students believe they have a
persanal obligation ta undertake this
work, nat leave it ta somneone else,
and they believe tliey must do it
now, flot later."

lmmediately following the CUS
Congress, the members of the SUPA
prolects met for eîglit days at a fal
training instîtute. The institute was
an evaluation, training and plan-
ning session devoted ta anolyzing
the summer's work, providung basic
skills for future work and consîder-
ing methods and meons of extending
the projects ta a larger number of
students and a larger section of the
communuty.

At Revolution's Edge
F nbThe Gatewoy welcomes letters on topics of student interest.
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(Editor', Note. The following is
the f irst part ef o two-part series on
the Quebec students and student
syndicalism, written by Richard
Guay, vice-president aux affaires
publiques, Union Gentrale des
Etudiants du Quebec (UGEQI.)

By RICHARD GUAY
Quebec stands taday on tlie edge

of a revolution-a revolution that
wîll be politicol, social and economic.
The goals ta be obtained are slowly
defining tliemselves and the pro-
gressive forces in thîs state are
gettîng ready ta face up tu this chal-
lenge and bring about a new saciety
that will transform Quebec. This
new society will, t is lioped, put
Quebec an the forefront of modern
states in ths world and create a
social context that wîll be just for
everyane, but particularly for the
economically needy and underprivi-
leged; it will brîng forth a higher de-
gree of learning and accentuate the
development and the accessibility of
a culture thot is distinctly ours, a
culture thot lias manîfested itself
stronigly in the post tew yeors, In
short, it wîll set new standards in
the concept of orgonîzed society, a
sacîety establîshed on a strong and
national base thot will set about a
new humanîsm strangly accentuated
wîtli a dsiive opproacli ta inter-
national ism n this context, the
student body is beinig called upon ta
stimulate and particîpate actively ta
the coming about of this new society,
tlirough indîvîdual a c t i o n and
tlirougli the student associations.

It appears quite dlean that ta do
this, we will need new politicol struc-
tures and thot this need is also mani-
test at every other level. The tact
that we have concepts Of student
action wlially dîfferent tram those of
Canada, the tact that we have o
personalîty which is ours and the
tact that the goals we seek will in-
evîtably came into conflîct ýwith the
present state of offoirs in Canada
are tliree major reasons why the stu-
dents of Quebec needed their own
structures-tlius: UGEQ (U n i a n
Generale des Etudionts du Quebec).
We found it impossible to do these
things wthin a framnework domninat-
ed by others <CUS) and serving in-
terests that were not necessorily
ours.

AIl of ths s the logicol end of
wliat is commonly knawn as the
quiet evolution, which is not a re-
volution but a mere catchîng up
periad ta the minimum standards for
a state in thts age.

And, in the context of this period,
tlie student class in Quebec is trans-
forming tself in a radical way. Na
longer is the student întended ta be
o corefree indivîdual, tatally irre-
sponsible ta society and pursuing bis
daily actîvîties in a gîven setting
(campus), adjacent ta society, but
not in t, the attitude of the student
n the corporatist sense (and most

1 Salud, Lucien.1
(Reprinted from the McGiII Daly)

To have become a folk hero at the age of
f ifty is a considerable feat; ta have
evaded at least four police forces for
several manths, ta have counted among
your contacts the elected representa-
tives of the Conadian Government and
ta have been instrumental in almost
bringing it ta its knees puts you into the
top category immediately. It is little
wonder that Cité Libre, an eminently
respectable magazine, recently saw fit
to compare you with Arsene Lupin, the
famed "gentleman cambrioleur" The
comparison is justified.

The thought of your sitting within spitting
distance of City Hall, drinking long, cool
drinks and settling bock with a copy of
The Financial Times, while ail around
you police agents swarmed like f lies,
is certainly a piquant one. The last
time we saw yau, you Iooked fit and

sun-tanned, waving goodbye ta the sym-
pathetic stenographers who cheered you
as the Stote wafted you of f ta the Deep
South - the most recenit and most
scandolous example of brain drain.

We understond thot sînce that time you
have had differences of opinion with the
jury on the whole question of whot kind
of opiotes people should be allowed tain-
dulge in; we would merely comment that
you seemed ta us ta be providing a ser-
vice for which there must have been a
considerable demond. And as far as we
con establtsh, your particular brond was
flot conducive ta cancer.

It may be that we will still flot see you again
for some time; rest assured, however,
that your reputation is by now f irmly
established. You have joined the Im-
mortals. It may be little consolation ta
you but hod you been olive in a less
critical age, yau might very weIl have
become o Senator.

student associations in Canoda and
the U.S.A, are corporations) reminds
me of the '"MAD" choacter:
"What? me worry?" ond is, ta my
mind, just os ridiculous as the maga-
zine and its creotors. The typical
student and his association in this
sense is a passive consumer of what
his professors teacli him during a
given number of years, neyer ques-
tioning what he s being ted and
neyer participating in the elaboration
,of programis and subîects that he is
ta study and learn. And this oc-
ademically passive attitude is also
evîdent on the social and palitical
attitudes that the student and his
association have, ln this cantext,
the student is fot looked upon as a
citizen but os a privileged member
of society who is isalated trom this
socîety ta obtaîn a certain thearetical
competence; fram there lie goes
bock ta sacîety not knowing wliat it
s like, completely unaware of its
funidamentol problems and happy in
lits selfish pursuit of profit,;lie will
joîn, a professional corporation ta
moke sure that these profits are well
kept and that as long as he and bis
fcllow pratessionals are hiappy and
smiling, then the whole world is
hiappy and smiling. Therefore, this
-wliat, me worryý' attitude that was
bis durîng bis student days remaîns
wîth hîm for the rest of his lite. He
s the contented bourgeois. We con

then coniclude that the solution lies
at the formative stage, if an in-
dîvîdual, white hlis leorning thie
elements of this future activity does
not learn ta act as o responsible,
courageous and socially consciaus
citizen in these yeors during which

ie is shaping himself, lie will not do
sa atterwards wlien bis main interest
wîll be ta use the taols that lie re-
ceived passively ta turther his own
private goals.

t s tbis kind of situation thot,
pusbed ta the extremes, hos guven
way ta revolutions throughout the
world. the 'what, me worry?" atti-
tude and the pursuit of private power
and profit of the nobîlîty gave waY
ta the Frenchi and Russian Re-
volutions. Tlie same situation lias
been found in Cuba and China
wliere nobîlîty was replaced by a
small group of imperialist money
mokers whose attitude prompted the
revolutions in these countries.

We will not wait for thîs situation
ta reacli an extremne; we aîm ta cor-
rect social inequities white we con
stili do t in a bloodless revalution,

There is no simple trick ta it ond
there is no averniglit solution ta
sucli o complex problem. Sucli a
transformation is beîng brauglit
about by tlie application of a new
tlieory of student action that dîffers
completely tram the previaus caurse
that was ours and which remaîns
that of mony Coniadian and Ameri-
con students. This new theory is
called student syndicalism.


