
A H4INT TO TUE MARITIME PROVINCES
By AN EXPATRIATED BLUENOSE

THERE s something the matter with te
Maritime Provinces-something radicaliy
the matter. This is certainly flot due to
geographical 'location or to natural endow-

ment. It wouid be hard to flnd a section, of Canada
at ieast, more favourably located, with the sea and
its weaith and opportunities on the one hand, and
the rich New lEngiand States on the other. No one
province, or combination of provinces, possesses
greater or more valuable naturaI assets. Nova
Scotia, with an abundance of coal, iron and gold,
with a wealth of forest land, with its fruitful valleys
and fertile marshes, and with its abounding sources
of water-power, has wi±hin its boundaries every
qualification for prosperity; and yet it has not grown
as fast as Ontario or the western provinces.

The trouble, then, does not arise from location
or natural sterility. No more does it arise from 'the
chiaracter of its m'habitants. The people of a country
tlýat cain produce men of vision like Haliburton,
Roberts, Carman, Parkin and the many others, can-
niot lack imagination and fire. Provinces that can
produce heads for universities ail over the earth,
meni like MacGregor of Ediniburgh, Falconer of
Toronto, Grant and Gordon of Queen's,' and Schur-
man of Corneli, cannot lack intellect and capacity.
'Pheir huge contributions to federal gorvernrpents
ever sinice Confederation prove indisputably that
they do not lack execuitive ability, The success
whicfh their sons achieve ail over the continent, in
every trade, calling and profession, indicates clearly
the real wotth of the people. And yet 'they have
not grown as fast as they should.

After considering ail these things it is no won-
der that soxnetimes Maritime Province people are
led to tYhinlk that our po'litical systemn has something
wrong with it; that in some vague way Confedera-
tion- is the root of ahl their evil. It is no wonder if
often 1they feel that their interests have been sacri-
lkced,. and themselves nreglected by the other members
of our féderation. They are more proue to thinlc
this. "when they, consider their prosperity prior to
1867. But considered fairly, no thouightful person
can truly believe that confederation is the trouble.The Maritime Provinces have always had more than
a proportionate weight in directing the policy of
Canada. That departinent which is most closelv

ition cannot be the trouble. Gruimbling
mnsion~ of the boundaries of Ontario and
st as idie, just as foolish. TPhe addition
asaxnds of square miles, away north, to
Qf Quebec can neyer have the slightest
ultimate wcah or woe of Nova Scotia.

me Provinces have produced their
leys, Itosters, Davies, and Fieldings,as they do produce men of that stampi

s can never suifer by reason of numer-

very good, but the province that invests only in
such, and which is 'afraid to take a long shot at
-home, cannot develop., The -pioneer in every case,
whether it be agriculturally or iudus.trially, has to,
take irhances-and big chances at that. There is
not, nor can there be -any gilt-edged investmeut until
some couirageous man has staked his ail and won.
The people of the Maritime Provinces will support
everythînig, develop everything, and contribute to-
wards everything, unless it'happen to, be somethiug
within their own bouindaries., Yet could hle butý see
it, ail three provinces offer every inducement tothe
man of 'wealth, who luas the courage to risk 'is
coddled thousands..

What -1 have said does not apply to aIl Maritimie
towns or to alI Maritime people. Amherst; Nova
Scotia, and St. Stephen,7New Brunswick, are good
examples of what commercial courage can -do; but
the people of wealth that have that courage are
mighty few. There is a reason and an excuse for
this spirit of commercial cowardice. The deciine of
wooden ship-building struck the Maritime Provinces
a blow that they have not yet recovered from. The
crash that followed was so, great that people hast

their nerve commercially and industrially, and they
'have not yet regained it. Those that. were lef t with
means, and there were flot a few, began hunting
for "safe investments"ý-and the hunt stili p)roceeds.

The crimson streak betokening the dawn of a
new day is beginning faîntIy to redden the east. The
launiching of, a modemn vessel at New Glasgow <is one
of the ýsigns; 1the aggressive toue of the associated
Boards of Trade is 'another. Much, however, is
yet to. be.done,, and the newspapers could hielpý alonz
"the good time, coming" if instead of railinz at the
exodus of.pemniless youth, they railed at the exodus
of goki; if instead of grumbling at Confederation
and a diminishing representation, they preached the
sound doctrine of Home Progress by mneans of ' Home
Investment.. If newspap ers, politicians and especial-
ly the men that have money, became fllled with this
creed, and became possessed of somne of that opti-
mistic -self-confidence -without w'hich no land, how-
ever blessed, can prosper, the stagnation would end.
the exodus would, cease,' and the Maritime Provinces
would 'rapidlyý become what Nature has 'intended
themn to be-the New England States of Canada.

Q uebee's Greetings to Nova -Scotia
,Speech of the Honourable W. A. Weir, Represeptative of the Province of Qnebe at the Celebration of the i5othAnnri'versary of the Granting of Representative Governinent to Nova Scotia, deliveredj at Halifax, August I9th, 19oS.

May it please Your Honour, ladies and gentlemen-
On this auspicious and hi1storicai occasion, I am

happy to 'be the bearer to Nova Scotians of the
hearty greetings. and congratulations of their fehlow
Canadians of the oldest of the sister provinces of
the Domninion.

< The .people of Quebec 'have ahways greatly
admired the character, the customs, the institutions
and the work of the citizens of this province, and,
personally, I may be alhowed to say that my visit
here at this time has greatly increased my admira-
tion of Nova Scotia and its people.

TPhe past 'hîstory of Quebec and Nova Scotia
possess much of common interest. Both were the
scenes of the adventurous efforts of the dauntless
Champlain, theç Huguenot De Monts, Pont-Grave
and other pioneers to found permanent colonies
under the fleur-de-lis of Oid F~rance; and both to
this day in tixeir population and geographical nome~n-
clature bear evidence of the esnterprise and activity
of those old heroes. Subsequenthy, the samne Frenchi
governors, De Courcelies, Frontenac, 1?enonville.
and others, ruled over lrhese territories; and tuembers
of the same group of pions missionaries haboure fr
the immortal wehfare of the inhabitants of Acàia
and Quebec. In this connection, I recaîl tihe incident
tihat the good Bishop St. Valier, who succeeded
Bishop Lavai in the time of Fronteniac, was shocked

the people. Nothing less than the absolute control
'of a-Il the revenues of the prov ince and of the
manner and mode of their administration wonld
satisfy the ]iberty-loving people of Nova Scotia.
The men of 1758 had secured to you a grip on the
lever and it is to the credit of the province that ît
was dexterously and skilfully used. These struggies
for representative and responsible government were
far-reaching in tiheir effects.* They taught the
statesmen of Britain the only principles upon which
it was possible to create and Inaintain a British
Empire. Thle existence and glory of* that mighty
fabric to-day is thus dnie, in great Ineasuire, to the
courage and perseverance of colonial statesmen,
among whom Nova Scotians are entitled to' the flrst
rank..............

Ini the present, with ouir government on a thor-
ouighly representative basis, with otir industriai.
financial and commercial iriterests flourishing, it may
be asked what more is there to strugghe for? The
danger may corme from tihe very sentiment of satis-
faction we feel with our personal and local advance-
ment. Immnersed in what may most interest us indi-
vidually or sectionally, and content with our sur-
roundings, we may neglect to take that deep and
abiding interest in tihe great principles underlyingZ
national government, that was so char;irteriqtit n


