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Canada 9s Northerfl Heritage
The latest Arctic Expedition was another Step Forward in the Developm-eflt of that

littie known -Region.

By J. D. Uraig, M.E.I.C., Advisory Enginecr N. W. T., Ottawa.

The accompawyifg article having reference to the expedttion r-ecerbtly returned froin the Canadian A~rctic regions is particulOrlyW

întercstiflg in~ view of the fact that it is the first niagazine story of the Expedîtion to bc publishcd. To M14r. Craig, officer irn charge of

the Expedition, ive are indclted for this iitterestilY narrative; also to th~e offiiaMZ of the Northwest Territories and Yuklon Branch of

the Departient of the Interior, by wýhom the Expedîtion wos organized, who have made the puhUblcaion of Mr. Craig's storij possible.-

pyitmansie mlbdnte rah

CANADA, in lier Arctic Islands,
lias a wonderful heritage -iu

Cthe north, the full value of

which time alone will reveal. Then the

wonder will be that its possibilities
were s0 long overlooked. Like

Alaska previous to its purehase from

Russia by the United States, it is

comparatively unknowii, and to the

j1). Crat,MI, D.L.S. officer i charge

Md6 Commander of canada'.e lateet

,Arec Expedition.

mnan in the street, and probabiy to

miany wlio should be better informed
th idea that the country niortho

Hludson Strait is other than a tree-

less barren waste, cornes as a distinct

shock. Treeless and barren it xnay

be in parts, but it has other coin-

pensating features in its fisheries, its,

f ur trade, its big game and itg
inierai possibilities.

Proof as to the importance of its

fur 'and fisheries is seeli in the

numnerous trading stations of the

Hudson's Bay Company, and other

eompanies, as well as of individual
traders, established at various points,
eaeh station takinig its annual tol

of fur, oul and ivory. The mnajority

of these stations naturally are in the
more southerIy and egsterly, an 80

archipelago but it is oiily a matter
of a short tiine until the activities of

these companies resuit in the estab-
lishment of trading posts iu parts

that are at presenit eonsidered inac-

cessible. It is only a mnatter of a short

time also uintil publie interest

awakens as to the inerai possibil-

ities, and the resuit will be a denmand

for detailed geological information
concerning the region, followed by

or co-incident with an influx of pro-

speetors, whose intensive work is

recognized as one of the best mneans

of acquiring inineralogical informa-
tion. As a mnatter of fact inquiries.
regarding the northern islands and

thcir minerai possibilities are not in-
f requent.

Coal, some of it of excellent quality,
lias already been f oind in mniy

places,' and has been used for years

by traders, whalcrs, and others. The

geological informnation inl certain

parts indicates the possible presence

of oul, and among other possibilities
are certain economie minerais that

are knawn-to occur in rocks'of other

parts of North America simiilar to

those found in the Aretie Islands,
for instance, iron, nickel, silver, gold,

C. G. S. "ArctW'", ini the ce at Pond'S liet.

ite, mica, ani mnany others.

Another important fseature is the

possibility of niaking the nortli coun-

try on1e of the great future sources
of the world's meat supply. The

reindeer industry bas for several

years been successfully carried on iii

Alaska. Many of the natives there

Capt. J. E. Bernier, Commander of t»e
CQ G. S! *Arctic".

have large herds and are real capil

alists of the Ir kind. Experiment
are 110W beiiig carried on in ou

Arctie islands withl imported reir
deer and certain islands and district
have been reserved as ganie san(
tuaries suitable for further exper
mnents along this Iine in tbe future.

The Voyage North.

Orie speediiy leaves behind whi

is generally uniderstood as sumrni(
weather when sailing north 'ou

voyage sucli as that of the pa

season. Leaving Quebee about ti

middle of Juiy with the thermomnet
ini the 80 's and 90 s, ice was fir

seen in thie Strait of Belle Ilie ni,

days later. It was only a sniall bel
but an objeet of great interest


