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Where do We Stand in Timber?
_4n interview with Senator -William C c§dwards,

Chairman of the Committee of Foresis of the Commission of Conservation

Few in Canada. have done as much
personai exploration of forest areas east
of the Rockies, or have put under way so
many inves'tigation's of the whereabouts
and qùality of*commiýerciaýl timber stands,
as Seni'ator E-dwards, President of WV.
C. Edwards '& Co., LItd., Ottawa, the
long-establisbed luber corporation re-
cently absorbed by the Riordon Company
Ltd, Twenty-five years ago, Senator
Edwards. repeatedly sounded a wvarning
to the Canadian .people regarding the
persistent (over-estimate ,of .Canada's
timber 'resources. At thetime, and since,
Senator Edwards bas -been accused . of
deep pessimism by those' who seemingly
prefer to holà their heads in a purpie
cloud of illusion even tbougb their feet
carry themn to the edge of a precipice.
The common cry of "inexhaustible tim-
ber resources" received littie but protest
front Senator Edwvards many years be-
fore any of the provincial governments
had considered mnaking accurate inven-
tories of their tituber supplies.

"I arn not one," said Senator Edwards
to tbe editor of theý Canadian V orestry,
Mfagazine, "wbo knows so littie about
actual conditions as to predict a timber
famine witbin the inimediate future.
porest exhauistioni is not at hand in the
Se nse thiat ouir inuls in Eastern Canada
Willl he obliged to shut dIown- next year
'Ir the year after, becauise of a fadhing
SIlPPIy of logs. I arni Julie definite. how-
ever, 1bn propbiesy that \%ithiin fifteen
Years, EatmCaniadaI will be drawing
thle biilk of itsý sawn luminber f romn Biitisb

Cohimbia1 antiN vl be -ayn for 'it
throug-h thec nose on, accomnt of bigh
feigh1t rates. 'l'le cunisurnier. mnot thec
lUfl3ernan or the liniiit biolder, is the

nflat whio will pav tbe price of forest
exhalustion,

"Teplini fact of thc nliatter isý that
tecttting of tubIfer lmmi1tsý bas, beenr sub

""'ci mobre rapidl thantl anv ne\\ grow-tb
t cou d offset. anid overCl aiaov the

ateof theluit 1i throuIgl iinjuiion-il

cutting forest tires have been permitted
to strip thousànds of square miles of our
nlost valuable timber.

"In adidition to complete fire protec-
tion wichl- is the corner stone of any
scheine of forest conservation, what
woultl you suggest to counteract the pre-
sent (lecline of the 'country's timber
assets7"' Senator Edwards was asked.

"I have almost given up considering a
rerne(ly," be 'replied, "as long as the
mass of the Canadian people look upon
their natural resources as the 'greatest
on earth' and the degree of exploitation
to date as a mere trifling percentage of
wbat can be undertaken in future-I say,
as long as this point of view persists (andi
it is comnion to the lumbernian as to the'
man on tbe street) it seerns quite un-
likely tbat any public authority wil take
remediai steps in the presence of -this
absurdly cheerful outlook. I have flot
very much hope, therefore in face of the
fictitious convictions of the Canadian
citizen that any scheme of conservation
will be put under way. To one in my
position, wbo knows by firsthand evid-
ence the true condition of the forest re-
sources east of tbe Rockies, and who sees
the prescrnt everincreasÎng tendency to
over-exploit our tumber areas, it appears
tbat we nst pursue ur happy way until
disaster is upon us. Theni we will have
no alternative except to satisfy- ouir daiiy
tunber requiremlents by paying the bill
of tlue 1l3ritishi Columbia sailesnuanll."

"The only remiedy for timiber land de-
pietioni is to guage the ctit byv the ability
of tbiat particular tubeil)r area to suistain
produtction. I nuean that wve shouild only
cuit the mature and diseased imbiler."

-Thiat nieans a rise in the cost of
loggring(, and better prices for the lumber
produict?",

"Inevtably IIo muitcl better that is
thnto tuirn thie greaiter part of our

l)omIlinion, inito a- bare seless waste?
I f (),e werte to consider the distance front

los o Coast anld thie amlouint of agri-


