 lative Comneil would b sufiiéntly. great to
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T »g;vent the possibility of a‘continued antagon:

4

"L would do this, snd afford the Government. of

++* " metit of measures which; in-its deliberate judg:.
.~~~ nent, were not calculated to advance the com-

e

o

4

between it and the otherbrapoh, if unhap-:

- “pily it should arise. The demise, the resigna-

tion and ‘the loss of seat from other causes,

the day the opportunity of so: reconstructing.
the Honse' as. to' bring it more in: harmony
" with public sentiment, ' He. did nof say: it’
was desirable that at all timea thé -Legislative

-, Council should be-a reflection of such opinion,
* . though if. was, ‘of ;course, ' desirable

t it

should not continu® violently to shock it.. He
_would have-that - House conservative, calm,’
~ considerate and: watchful, to prevent the enact-

mon weal, . Any’ more rapid ‘changes .in ‘the

... compusition of the House than those he now
" indicated, he did ‘not. cdnsider wholesoime . of
* 0 desirable: From the history of the present

n(.‘;hix\u'lber for the last few years, it-would be

. .deen that such chatges, whether among’ the’
- life “'memhers or. the elected members, ‘were.

‘much more frequent than might be generally

. supposed. . According to the present élective

‘system twelve members went.'out and . twelve
caume in évery sééond year. ' Supposing that.a

© 7, collision hud' taken place between the two.
.. branchés of the Legislature; and that it vas'de-
* ; sirable-to bring the Council more in accord with |

* the representutives: of the .people, undér “this
. system, thu same tmembers might be returned,

", not becuuse of the soundness of their political

", opihions on the q)%i,c' which had brought about

"+ the: collision, “per aps without ‘the slightest*
* reference: to.it, but from: their position and |
. their exertipnd. . Une .might come back be-

+ vauge he was a'wealthy man and bad.a’social
"_position, .which | ave him a large influence,
-another becaunss he was nn able canvasser and
well versed in'election tactica, and others from’
causes " equally  remioved “from the political

.. Yuestion ‘upon which the two Houses of Pas:
. - llament were i antagonism. But Suppose
oo the twelve geats were at tho dis

of the
Government, and that an irreconcilable differ.
ence had “existed between the two ‘Houses,

would "they ot have.the opportunity of re--

dress at‘once and thoroughly by bringing in

. twelve mewmbers who would harmonise better

_in opinion with -them and ' the ‘country?
- Undoubtedly.
chapges among the life-membéra had been ss
follows :—-Whfn the Hunse was mado elective,
there' were 4¢-such members in it; two years

*, . afterwurds, at the'call of the Houss, the num-

" ber was found reduced to 31; two years after

—

Well, within eight years the'|

—

that again‘to 26 ;M'in tdo,j‘éi;s“ more; to 24

and to-day to 21; of which 21, 'one honorable. -

member ‘'was now sericusly .indisp

ished by half.. Then changes nearly asgreat had.

occurred among the clected members.. There -

“had been 24 removals and ‘changés .by death |

“and. otherwise among these 48 ; and it'should
| be remembered, - that as-the clected members *

sed. Int
eight years, then, thenumber had been dimin: -

came in-by twelves, two years apart, the aver- - .
-age time had: been only tour years. . This was' -

sufficient' to show the epportunity. which, even'’

‘among younger men than the life-members, the
‘Government would have of keeping the House ..
dn’ accord " with - the true interests. of the °

-eountry; ‘or of overcoming any unfortunste-

misunderstanding between the two' branches;

[The honorable member here went minutely.

into a' “statement: of “the - changes -effected -

by “déatly, acceptarice. -of office, " and defeat

at ‘elections, "smong' this olass' of members. -

v

N

)

- which,, howevér, we do uot deein it neces

sary ‘o specify.] “These' changes; had cer

tainly altered, to ‘some -extent, the com -
‘plexion of the. House, and"the future would, .
no doubt, be like the pastiin this respeet. .
The Conference had taken all’ these things:

into.consideration,” and “wisely. concluded, as
‘hebelieved, that while the chaneds of eollisiou
wore wuch less under the nominative system,

‘the opportunity. of - restoring .+ hiarmonions

action ‘was infinitely more :jprpmit' and effec-
 tive, and that! there was no ‘wuch ‘dauger of
collisons . between ' the “two, branches of the
.General Legislature; as to ‘make it a ‘bar o’
the principle. of .npmination, which principle,

in their judgment; offervd’ the' compensating
_advantage gﬁ hiad endéavored; in” the "earlier .

patt of his ‘observations, to) - point ‘out. He'

sincergly hoped the House would concus in -

the views he had expressed, and would sccept
the measure now. before them, as' oue which:

‘ho_ believed ‘caldulated to premote the ‘best .
 interests ‘of ihis cousitry and the other pro
vinees, and to hand down to posterity 'a ¢on-' .
stitution analogous,.as nearly aa' might be; o .
that of the smpire under whose protection we
h&dfthqhgpiiuém‘ to live—a Constitution cal- .

.culated further, as ke was fally convineed, to

'

‘perpetuate the connection botween these ‘colo- - |

nies and that mighty .nation, to the .imutaal
bedefic'of both. (Hear, hear, and sp

bonorable member why iv was that the selodtion
of Legislative Councillors from Lowér Canada, -

in the Confedération scheme, was to bo ‘left o
the. Local Government of that section of the

province, while noguch provision existed with ,,

LN
oL a

ass.) .
Hox. Mua. VIDAL here inquired from the -



