
Appendix (No. .)

EVIDENCE TAKEN

BEFORE the Select Committee of the House of Commons appointed to.

enquire into and to report to this Ilouse upon all matters connected

with the Boundaries between the Province of Ontario and the un-

organized Territories of the Dominion with power to send for persons

and papers.

HIoUsE OF CONMj~oNS,
COMMITTL RZooM No. 8,

TUESDAY, 2nd March, 188).

EVIDENCE.

The Conmittee met.-Mr. DAwsoN occupied the Chair.

Colonel DENNIs Wae called and examined ;-AI the request of the Chaii man h&
read bis report to the Honorable the Minister of duatice on the Bound:ry Question,
dated the Ist October, 1871.

REPORT OF COLONEL DENNIS.

OTTAWA, Lst October, 1871.

Rîemn arks on the question of the boundary between Le Provinice of Oltario and
the Dum inion Lands or North-West Territories.

1. The above litmit is identical with the weste y b>I dary of the Province of
Quebec as the samrne was fixed by the Quebec Act in i 774.

2. In describing the boundary of Quebeo, in the at refrred to, having com.
meneed at the Bay of Chaleurs aad continued weterly t the north-west angle of
the Province of Pennsylvania, iL goes on in the ling language: "And thence

along the western boundary of the said Province (Pennsylvania) until it strikes the
River Ohio, and along the bank of the -aid rivr w w te bic ianks of the Mi-
sisippi, and northward] to the southern boundary of thw e terury granted o h, r
chant Adventurers or Enjland trading to Hdson's Bay."-"

t). The above phra-ieology (underlined), in deci ng the w-esterlv oun dary of
Quebeu, has been, and is stili, iilerpreted in dinrent ways aceding to the private
OpmJfionis or prejudices of parties.

4. Those interestei in locating the boundary of O1)tario as far. as po-sible fo the
west, argue that the terra " to the banks of thle Missip and nrthward to the sout hern
"boundary of the territory, etc., etc.," ineans that in going northward, the banks of the
Misbissippi are to be followed to its source, and that they were in fact so intended in
the Act.

5. On the other hand it is contended, in the interest of the Dominion, that the
language "t the banks of the Mississippi," simply means to the banks of the said
river at the point where it is joined by the Ohio, and the words which follow, " and
northward to the southern boundary, etc.," was iutended to be construed as upon a due
north ine.

See paper marked E annexed.
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