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motion originally appointing , the Committee, and carried on the 8th of April,
ordered it te sit, " if need were, after prorogation," and more than one niember of the
Opposition urged the propriety of a Bill being introduced to enable it to do so. Clearly,
therefore, when this motion was carried and these suggestions made, the nmajority who
passed the one and the individuals who proposed the other must have contemplated the
probability of the Report of the Conmittee being considered, net in the present but in a
subsequept Session of Parliament. Indeed, the mere fact of prorogation being fixed for
the 13th of August implies this nmuich, for it is not to be presumed that the House would
have proceeded te consider the Report, until both it and the evidence upon which it was
founded had been printed and distributed to Members,-but to enable this to be done an
interval of a few days, after Parliament had reassembled and had received the Report,
would manifestly have been required before action could have been taken upon it. If,
therefore, Parliament had contemplated considering the Report during the current Session
it would have desired a later day to be fixed for prorog4ion than that on whicli the mere
manuscript copy of the Report was to be laid on its table.

Again, when Mr. . Dorion moved in amendment of the motion for the
Committee's adjournment to the 2nd July, that " inasmuch as the Committee will have
"no power either to enforce the attendance of witnesses or to compel them to give
"testimony without the action of this House, it is essential to the proper conduct of the
"investigation that it should be prosecuted under circumstances that will admit of the
"prompt exercise of the authority of the House, it is therefore necessary that the House
"should sit on the day to which the Committee lias leave to adjourn," the House decided
against him by a majority of 101 te 66,-one of the representatives from British Columbia,
as I am informed, protesting againast Members from the more distant Provinces in the
Dominion being required to return te Ottawa so late in the summer as the 2nd of July.

But the intention of the House is still further exhibited by the following circum-
stance. During the Session a Bill was passed increasing the indemnity paid in this
country te Members of Parliament for their attendance. Into that Bill a clause was
introduced to the following effect : " The said amendments shall apply to the present
" Session of Parliament, and it either House shall adjourn for more than thirty days such
" adjournment shall, for the purposes of such act, be equivalent te a prorogation." This
provision was intended by its authors te enable Members to receive their salaries and
travelling expenses on the 23rd May, the day on which Parliament adjourned, without
having to wait for the 13th August, the day named for prorogation. I may also mention
that the same day, i.e., on the 23rd May, I came in State to the Senate Chamber to give
my assent te the Bills of the Session; and in view of a Progress I intended to make
through the Maritime Provinces during the summer, I provided, before leaving Ottawa, for
the prorogation of Parliament by commission, in order te spare myself the labor and
fatigue of a journey of 2,400 miles for what I understood would be a mere formality.

From the foregoing narrative Your Lordship will probably agree with me in the
conchision that up te the time when the Houses adjourned, it was clearly the-wish and
the expectation of Parliament that prorogation should take place on the 13th August.
And it is most natural that this should have been the case. The commercial business and
the agricultural operations of the year have te be crowded into the five short months of
aummer. Almost every Member of both Houses in this country is actively engaged in
business pursuits requiring his personal attendance. To be detained from home at this
season implies not only extreme inconvenience but pecuniary loss. Already the lateness
of the current Session had bred considerable discontent, and it had been expressly
determined by the House that in future the Session should never begin later than
the first week of February. The distance from Halifax te Ottawa is something like
1,200 miles, from Victoria in British Columbia it is 4,000 miles. The re-assembly et
Parligment in August, for the transaction of business, would have cut up the entire
summer, as La' as many Members were concerned, and would have been more or less in-
eonvenieut t? all but those who rouide within a day or two's journey of Ottawa. The


