. man.with man and nation with nation:

S~ L '

thore are no means of testing. The power and extent of theS( secret
organizations enable them to command a simultaneity of action through-
out extended districts, and to inflict serious injury apon & community,
while themsclves not overtly violating.any law so as to incur punishment,
This was shown by extraordinary combinations in our Eastern possessions
in 1856. And still later, toa small degree by the Chinese strike in
Victoria jul 1877, at the attempted enforcement of an uncnnstitutlonaml
Act pcmsscd by the Local Legislature directed against them.

They are so entirely ignorant, so incapable of understanding our system

of government that they ave naturally suspicious, and resort to this mode’
‘Dangerous as is this -

of protecting themselves when it is not 1 required: .
element in their character, there is another which is worse, that is their
disregard of truth where their feelings ov passioug are involved ; and par-

ficularly in charges of a criminal nature, they. caflysnot what pcuu they

inflict, or what tlu,y endure, so as their end be obtained. A striking
llustration of this occurred on a eriminal trial in-ghe Hu-pleme Court. of
British Columbia at.the assizes in Vietoria, a feWyears since.
previously a Chinaman had been found severely 111|urvd aned beaten on one
of the sidewalks of the ¢ity. He accused two other Chinameu of the
offence, who-were arrested, indicted und tried under the statute for inflict-
ing grevious bodily harm. and by mewmis of his evidence convicted and
sept to the Penitentiary.
the progecutor indicted for perjury. On his tvial for that -offeice
the contention was that be had inflicted the injury upon hnnt.éflt ‘and

Sowe time -

The friends of the two conviets theréupon had .
p

Powecer of socrat.
organization.

Combinalion in
the Bast and at
Victoria.

See "ol Sing vs.
McGuire, Judgl.
Huy Court of
British (,()Iumbm,
Sepf. 1378,

s
Want of Truth,

-

‘hinese self-
infliction.

had falsely charged the two Chinamen with. doing it, in owder that he .

~might be zwenwed upon them for a fornrer quarr el.
had sworn st onuly to this effect,
difficult to belicve a man would so severely 1 injure hnmelt merely to have
another punished.” When the witness was leaving the stand he quietly
drew a razor from his pocket, and in a moment slashed open his own head
from back to front, leaving a great broad gash of five or six inches through
his shaven crown from which the blood poured in a stream.  The inter
- preter explained, that this was to.convinge the Court that a Chinaman
did not mind what pain he mﬂwtvd on himself if he could have another
punished on whom he had a wroug to JAvenge. When hoth parties are
Fready to go to that length, it is dlfhcult in the adminstration of justice to
know which to believe. . . .
These two features of the Chinese character and habits are so ohjection-
able that. the utmost care ix required to obviate ‘the copsequénce. No

A Chinese witness

[ystration.

The learned Judge remarked : @ Tt was

Objectionable,

doubt, this want of truth renders unsatisfactory theadministrasion cf

justice in all matters of a criminal nature atfecting them, while the know-
ledge that such power of ‘combination exists creates . sense of insecurity,
- Particularly as to the permanency of vnowement@ for domestic service or
the privacy of the household.

There is one thing, however, a,lways to be remembered in dealing with
natives of foreign eovntries ; allowance must be made for (hﬂ(n-enb moral
standards, d}smmlar modes of thought and habits, entirely at variance
with those to which we have been trained, The Christian veligion, the
institutions of the middle ages, the habits Qf freedom, the wmoral tone of
the European races of 'the highest class, have tended to make truth ai
essential element in the charagteristics of their people and descendants—
recognized in the codes of society, in the rules of law, in the dealings of
It is not. so with the Asiatics :
With them an adherence to truth, as we call if; is simply an admission of
Wetbkness. ‘Whatever contmbutes to mlmedlateA success in the object they

Alowancee for difw
ferent moral
stundards.



