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there are no mneans of testing. TJhe lowert and extent of these secret POVeMr of seeret
organizations enable theni to coiiiiand a simultaneity of action titr.ougli-
out extended districts,- and to inflict serious injury upon a conmîuiity,
while themselves not overtly violating.any law so as to incur punishient. ' li
This was shown b)y extraordinary conbinations in our E1astern possessions Ea., t a

in 1856. And still later, to- a smiall degree hy the Chinese strike in oria.
Victoria i 1877, at the attemnpted enforcement of an. unconstitutional Meulre,Judg
Act passed by the Local Legislature directed againîst them. B o

They are so entirely ignorant, so incapable of understanding ouir systeni Sef. 1378.
of government tlat they are niaturally suspicious, and resort to thist mode
of protecting themuselves wv en it is iot required. I)angerous as is this
eleientin their character, there is another which is worse, that is their
disregard of truth where their feelings or passionîe arç involved ; and par- want ofIreuth
ficularly i nharges of a criminal nature, they, caî4.not what pain they
inflict, or what they endure, so as their end be bhtained. A striking
illustration of this occurred on a criminal trial in e u-remïe Court. of
Britisi Columbia at-the assizes in Victoria, a fe#years siice. Some time
.previousy a Chinaman had been fou-nd severely injured and beaten on one
of the sidewalks of the eity. He a:ccuse(d two other Chinamen of the
offence, whowere arrested, indicted and tried uider the statute for intlict-
ing grevious bôdily harmi, and hy means of his evilence' convicted aint
sent to the Penitentiary. The friends of the two convicts theréupon iad
the prosecutor indicted for perjiury. On his trial, for that offence
the contention was that he had° inflicted the injuîry .,ppn himslf, "and
had falsely charged the two Chinmn with doing it, in orikîr that lie
mnight· be avenged upon thenm for a former quarrel. A ,Chinese ,witness [il;sirat ion.

-had .swori strongly to this effect. rhe learned Juige remarked : t was
difficult to -believe a niai woul so severely injure himiself, nerely to havi
;i1lother punisled." When the witness was leaving the Stand he quietly
drew a razor fromt his pocket, and.in a moment slashed open his owin iead
from back to~front, leaving a great broad'gash of five or six inches tlrough.
his shaven crow'n froi which the blood poúred in a streain. The inter-
preter explained, that this was· to. convince the Court tlhat a Chinaiaun
did not mind what pain lie inflictid on himself ifhe couild have alnothier
punished on whom lie had a w101io to aveige. When both parties are

eready to go to that len<gth, itis ihîficult iii the adthinstration of justice to
"know which to believe.

These two features of the Chinese character and habits are Sto objection- ohjceciuonable.
able that. the uitmost- care is required to olviate the co.nsequeice. No
doubt, this want of truth renders unsatisfactory the4 administration cf
justice in ail- matters of a criinîtal nature atfecting themi, while the know-
le.dge that such power of -comhination exists creates a sense of insecurity,
particularly as to the permanency of engagemeints for domestc service or
the privacy of the household.

There is one thing, however, .always to be renembered in dealinîg with
natives of foreign countries ; allowance must be urade for different moral Anowanice for air-
standards, dissimilar modes of thought and' habits, entirely at variance sitn ra
with those to which we iave been trained, The Christian religion, the
institutions of the middle ages, the habits of freedomn, the moraltone of
the European races ôf 'the highest class, have tended td make truth ail
essential element in the charaeteristics of their people and descendants---
recognized in the codes of society, in the rules of law, in the· dealings of
mian.with man and nation with nation' It is not, so with the Asiatics:
With them» an adherence to truth, as we call it; is simply an admission of
weakness Whatever contributes to immediate success in the object they


