530 WOMAN'S PLACE IN THE STATE,

The report ends by saying that men can have no motive for
refusing the suffrage to women but the selfish one of unwilling-
ness to part with half of the sovereign power. Selfishness -in
this matter would undoubtadly be not only wickedness but folly.
What is good for woman, is good in the same measure for man,
aid ought not’for a moment to be withheld. One lady in her
evidence warns Congress, if it will not give way, that the wild
enthusiasm of woman can be used for evil as well as good, and
Ly ' % - threatens in America a repetition of the scenes of the French

‘ Commune. More terrible even than this menace is the fear of
doing an injury to man’s partner, and thereby a deeper injury to
man himself. But the change ought tg be proved good. Before
man hands over the government to woman, he ought to be satis-
fied that he capnot 3o what is right himself. In an age of
“flabby " sentiment and servile worship of change, we have had
enough of weak and precipitate abdications. To one of them

; we owe the catastrophe of the French Revolution and the deluge
' of calamity ‘which has followed. To man, as he alone could en-
force the law, the sovereign power came haturally and righteously.
" Let him see whether he cannot make a just use of it, in the in-
terest of his wife and children as well as in his own, before he
sends in his resignation.

GoLDWIN SMITH.

Lt TRRIE LN L

|

|
g
f

§

T S ¥ DT



