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“Phe MINISTER OF FINANCE: (Hon W

8. Fielding) moved that the, Housé go iuto:

. (,ommittee -of-"Supply..

. Mr. HENRI BOURASSA (Labelle) Slnee

1 ‘have given .notlce ‘of " the  motion “which 1
‘aill now- to propose, & double accusation has"

been brought. against me.-
On one hand, I am . pointed. out to the eyes

E .of my Engushﬁpeuking fellow-citizens as a
French demagogue; and, on the other; I am-

denouticed_to my owi.countrymen : a8 -'a
dangerous “British’ Imperialist. :

;- Ot eourke, having made up’ my: mind fo
’ say what 1 think, as. I.think it, on-all ‘mat-

"ters of national lmportance, 1 will not trouble

myself with the opinion of this paper or that
one: 1t would -be easler. to get a camel ‘to
pass- through 't:he eye’ of “a needle: than.to

._bring a political.sheet. to ‘appreciate an idea:

7. with complete indepeiidence and good faith.

In the course of my remarks,. i will'have |-

“ " pecasion to deal with'the charge of Frencl
demagogy to: Whlch
B 1 A .

IN-i attaehed any lmpommce o
- raising a rvacial ngitation on this mattér has .
1 always ‘been so foreign to my minrd and so

1S must say, 1 neve!‘,:

MARCH-tlé, 19017 " SR

—

e e oo

'l‘he intention of

totally absent from my utterances, that 1

- never took the trouble to confufe that.ac- -
. cusation..
cornmon ‘sense " and stmightforwardness of .
English Canadians to do justice on thntT O

-1 thought I could rely on the

slander,

As to ‘my lmperlnlistic tmdencies‘ tbey.

: should not eall tor tnuch argument either.
~'Vevertheless, ‘the problem” has reéceived fo

little serious consideration, from the Quebec

representatives especially, that some expla- .

fation may be reguired. The preamble of my -

- motion sets out. my inténtion clearly enough,
I :do not recede for .one moment -
fiom the position which I have taken and

I think.
Kept from the day the Canadlan govermment

.decided to take part im the South African .~

‘war; that -position being -identical to that

occupied” by the cablnet il the . 18th

October, 1899. . -
‘This morpositlon there(ore does not 1mply :

an-admissfon on ‘my. part that the govern-:
ment had a rfght aud a duty to Interfefe ln~ S




