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SOME NOTES ON GASTROPTOSIS WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO IlS RELATION TO PREGNANGY.

Bx' GRAHAM CHAIMBERS, B.A., M.B.

Among the causes of gastroptosis in wvomen, preginancy, and
especially repeated pregnancies, is one of the miost active. This
causal faotor is more marceci when the pregnancies occur at
short intervals.

TPhe process by which pregnancy tends to produce tlîis dis-
placement of the stom-ach is probably in some cases complex.
Abdominal fiaccidity foIloNving parturition, l)receded by increased.
intra-,-a'bdominial tension during pregnancy, must, 1 thinlz, be
looked upon as flie most active factor in these cases; but thiere
are no doubt other causative agents, such. as emaciation, fiat
chiest, congenital weakness of the nervouis systeni, and tighit
lacing, which act concomnitantly with it.

Although *after parturition there is a tendfency to down-vard
dispiacemient of the abdominal organs, it is.a connon observation
that when a patient suffering f romi gastroptosis becomnes preg-
iuant the condition of the gastric digestion is imiproved. The
subject under consicleration may therefore be conveniently dis-
cussed under two headings:

(a) Pregnancy as la cause of gast.-.optosis.
(b) Pregnancy in the treatmient of grastroptosis.
Pr-egnanicy as a Cauise of Gastroptosis.-Flaccidity of the

abdominal w~al1 followýinig pregnancy no doubt tends to cause a
downward displacemient of the abdominal organs. N\Taturally,
the more frequently the pregnancies occur the stronger this catis-
ative factor becomnes. In some w~onien repeated pregnancy lias
very littie if any effect on the position ot the abdomýinal organs,
wxhiIe iii others the resuit is niarkecl. This condition can onlly
be explained by taking into consideration other causaýtive factors.
0f these the condition of 'the neîfvous system is, I think, t'he m-ost
important. Some forni of depression of the nervous systemi is
frequently present"ancl this -tends to diminish the tone of the
liga-pients of the abdoinial viscera as well as that of the
abdominal wall.

The synuptoms of downward dispiacenuent of the abclom-
inal organs or enteroptosis are very vari-able. In sonie cases.
though I think they are uncommt-on, the patient lias littie or no0

257


