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rules as to m -rriage andslso fôrb te members ance of the eubjeèt, as is proved by thé fo.&a
oa "The dhristian Mrge .La , !efence tion of a New England Divci'ce'Reform League,
Association," formed on the occasion of the composed;of gentlemen from all leading Chis-
ast meinon th Provnci. tian bodies, both Catholic and Protestant, hiv-
last meeting. of tlie -Provmiail Synod to,-care- ngfritsojc"t promòte ei ijprbve-:iag -for is .abject 1'te ra nt nxpoe
fully weigh thèfata set forth iii the ollowing ment in public sentiment and 'legislation ou
extract from 'àn able paper in the Chlrch the subject of divorce." Uùtil lately -the
Eclectic (Utica, N.Y.) for ]arch, under the Episcopal Church bas been moàti clpable fat.

rh i e Uited States of er failui•e to bear witness against heségrow
tit.e .The Oharc i e U Sg evils,. either by the exorcise of discipline
America." Roferring to the duty of the Pro- or by carefil teaching. Her rule conceining
testant Episcopal Chùrch thére of upholding a divorce has b'een within the :last few yc'rs

positive rule of faith and life, the writer con- made plain, though i iis to be feared breaches
mueteshe of its provisions are constantly winked at,

tiespeially mut she st herself to a resolute Many clergy when called upon te perform a

dofence of the sanctity of family life, and. bear marriage ask no questions, and simply acépt
ber witnCe, whether me will hearlor whether As qualifying for the Church's benediction the
her witness, hethe m iinen wlharorwhher -certificate which must b firat obtained from

t.hey wil forbear, to the Divine law concernng tho city registrar stating that the union je in
Marriage. tI nthing bas tho moral' decay o? accordance with the civil requirements, which
pratestantisma, whon iL bas braken baose tarm.
the restrainta e? A entoia discipline, been requirements often fall far short of the lower
hown more laintly of n in the hideo s confu- stabdard "suffered " under the old dispensa-

alan izae which the marriage relation ibas beo tien for the hardness of men's hearts.

allowed ta sink in America.. Certain figures
having reference ta divorce in the five New The Froc and Open ChurcI movement' in

England States may be put in evidence here. England sems to be making headway. The
These States, it wilI be remembcred, were in list of patrons and members as published.
their origin distinctly religious ; they have in the Free and Open C/urch Advocate,
been leas affeoted than many parts ef the caun
try by iaigation arom the continent O (which by the way we sec as attained No.

Europe ; their exampIe and influence lias natu- 141 of its 6th volume), containe the namie as
rally been iollowed with even worse results in President of the Right Honorable the Eanrl
newer Western States. According ta recont Nelson, and as patrons and subscribers, the
statistics the ratio of divorces to marriages iu Archbiahop of Canterbury, any number of
Massachusetts was 1 ta 214; iu «ermont, 1 ta Bishops, bath English and Colonial, Barls, Vis-14; la New Hampabire, i. ta 10'9; lu Rhoade
Is[and, 1 to 11; in Maine, 1 te 10. It is safe cout, Deans, Archdeacons and Church digni-
to say that divorces have doubled in proportion taries of all grades and prominent laymen.
ta mirriages and population lu most of the The twentieth report presented at the annual
Northern States within thirty years. This je meeting, hold on the 24th March last, says, that
the resuit af the graduai relaxation ai the mar,- etnhl nte2tiIac eayt
riaga law and the multiplication a causes fo. there seces much reason te be very hopeful
which divorce may b obtained. These di- that this great movement will henceforth hold
vorces, it should b observed, are ail, so far as a most praminent place lu the cyes ai Churcb
the State is concerned, absolut.e, a vinculo nia- reformers anxious te remove every abuse, in

vnonn.. The practical result ef tus facility the hearts of pions men anxious te evangelize
of divorce la that iu the New Eagland Suites
two thousand families are broken up every the masses, and in the minds of the Christian
year, and four thousand persans divorced. leaders of those masses themselves. A list of
Truly it is an appailing evil, whether we think forty-six churches le given which have becn
of the persons themselves thus sinning and made free, or have been built as froc churches
thus exped ta fresh temptation, being amat during the year ; and the ]ist is said to be im-abat out, hy theoappartunities a'fferded forca;adfi1sflaidthei-
fresh unions, from repentance and' reconcilia- perfect. The Association accuse te have been
fion; or whether we think of the children thus most active, and has, doubtless, done muicl
deprived of the natural shalter and training of good during the paet year.
a home; or whether again we consider the '
probable future of a country whose moral and THE CHURCH VISIBLE.
social lifa La thus honeycombed.

These figures become even more startling We take the following paragraphe from a
if from the general total of marnages register- n the h nion
cd la the several States those contracted and vbry tlidg article l r nurc Uiori a
celebrated by Roman Catholice (who allow no paper publiahed la New Yark under éditorial
divorce) are deducted. The ratio of divorces direction of men of different denominations, but
to marriages among all non-Roman Catholics advocating organic union amongst Christians
then rises ta sa high a rate as te 1 te 14 in as a matter of principle
Massachusetts, la Connecticut to 1 ta 8. Mar- as reser incoc
riage thus becomes a temporary arrangement; Te préserve its own cansistoacy in advocat-
and it is probable that many, and those not ing the necessity of many and independant
only in the lowest classes, enter upon the mai- for'ms of corporate life, sectarianism represents
rlage state with the thought in their heads those passages in Soripture which present the
that if they do not find their present partner- charch as one organic visible institition, as
ship for their happiness they can break it off,
and draw another ticket lu the lottery. A toaching eimply fli uuity ai the spiritual sud
mfiister testifies that suich language has ac- invisible church. Thus the-Scripture likens
tually been used ta him by young persans in the church te a net cast into the sea. A net is
his parish. something visible: and te answer the purpoase

It is obviou s that such a terrible state of so. for which it is designed, should not -b tattered
cial life as these statistics disclose (and it adtr u oe nooeudvddfbi;should be noted that the facility and frequency aud tom> but waven inta eue undivided fabri.
of divorce has been accompaniod in its increase But sectarianism, not like the disciples of old,
by the growth of other forme of licentiousness) who kept their nets well mended and whole,
must be in' part attributed to the failure Of would fist' rend the net into fragments, and
Christian bodies to nphold the-Divine -law on thon claim that these several fragments were
these matters, and toanstruct the'people in its
requirementd. At lastte thinde of p an sd btter for enclosing the fiahes than the undivid-
of prominent men in different religions abodies ed ihole. And yet, quite mortifled with its
have been awakened to the supreme import- tattered and fragmentary condition it declares
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that neither these fragment;.nor yet the undi-
vided fabric, le thé ieal gospel net, bÀt that it le
'a certain somthing, both spiritual and invisi-
ble. Such are' the miécrable inconsistees
and subterfuges of sectarianism. . But if the
church which the niet représents be invisible,
why should not the world of wicked mon,
which the so represents, be aiso invisible?
Then we sbould have an invisible'church in an
invisible world. Reverting ta other similes,
we should have an invisible' "grain of mustard
seed " growing up into au invisi ble trec, spread-
ing ont its invisible -branches, which bear up
the invisible fowls of heaven. We should have
an invisible fold with invisible shep and invi-
sible goata; with an invisible se aration ln dae
'time betwoe them. We shali ave the invisi-
ble leaven put into the invisible meal until the
whole le leavened into' invisibility. We shall
have an invisible kingdom, with invisible laws,
invisible oicere, invisible sacraments and nvi-
sible rites.

Ta say nothing of the manifestation of Christ
in the fleash during His natural carthly cxis-
tence, of Hie frequent appearance in the sanme
form during the forty days betwen Ris resur-
'ooti and ascension, of Hie asconding ln that

sane human faim, and sitting dawn at the rigît
band of the Father in hoaven, of His promised
return in the saine visible form again at the
general resurrection and final judgmnent. Why,
if invisibility la religion is se mxuch batter than
visibihity, lias noL Gad ftic Faîbi', 'vIa la a
sp iit and invisible, invariably revealed msneclf
by invisible influences rather thIan by .visible
manifestations ? Why sbould He have appearod
ta the Levitical high priest only ln the forma of
scld on tc mcecy-soat? Why did heappea'
ta Maos, when Ho wauld eall hlm ta lcad His
people out of Egyptian bondage, in the form of
a flame of fire out of the midst of a burning
bush ? Wby, when He would conduct them on
their journey ta the land of promise, did he
cônstantly attend them i tic feri of a pillar
of chaud bytday sud eo' a pilLai' of fire bV niglit?
Why, when He would give the ton command-
monts to his péople, did Ho descend upon Mouni
Sinai la fire, and reveal himaelf i cloude and
thnderiags sud ligîtuinge sud amoke, iu tIc
terrible biai of tbc trumpet aud in the earth-
quake ? Why did He appear with the cloudy
pillar at the door of the Tabernacle, and talk
faca te face with Moses, at the time of Aaron'as
idolatory? On the Mount of Transfiguration,
why should he long depa'ted foarm of Mose
sud Bias have becu reproducocl? sud why tle
Father's voice from the bright overshadowing
cloud ? Why did our Saviour, at the time of
St. Paul's conversion, appear to him in a hes-
venly, overpdwering liglht, and addroes him
with an audible voice ? Whon the great fore-
runner of our Lord baptized Him in the river
Jordan, wby did the Invisible Spirit take the
visible form of a dove and light upon him ? and
why did the Father declare Ris infinite com-
placency with an audible voice fromn hoaven ?
Why, on the Day of Pentecost, should the Spirit,
ordinarily noiseless, as weil as invisible, mani-
fest Ris prosence with a sound " as of a rushing,
mighty wind ?" And why should tbre have
appeared and sat on each of the apostlcs " cloven
tongues like as of fire ?" Why hould the
Christian Church, as thon commenced, be chai-
acterized as " the light of the world," and as
" a city set on a bill ? " Why, in all ages and
all dispensations, have there becn hundreds of
such sensible manifestations in the interests of
religion ? Why has invisibility se often bean
changed into visibility, if the former alo ne is of
especial importance ? Indeed, the most im-
portant revelations of God to man have ordi-
narily bean through bis senses.--The C/urch
[Messenger.

[For Correspondence see page 5.]

Every duty wC omit obscures tome truth we
sbould have known.-Rukhn.


