
8 Expediiion to ssida.

wbich for the magnitude ofits object and extent of preparations far
outstripped ,ariy 'arlike expedition of moder; tiies. Still. ämidst the
difficúltiés. of managing so immense an armniy, with al theécars aid
-duties ofthe first magistrate of a great Empire upon bis hands ; .and
..notwithstandiig' he fbund his path crossed and bis wishes defeated by
innumerable .untoward chances we findhis geius adequateto the ber-
'culean task, and steacdily pushing forard.to'attain his faou-ite;ob-
.jéct..n givinga correct vicv ofsuch a man, even superioraeccuracy
of detail will wear:thessemblance of partiality; but the blame is not at-
-tributable 4o Mr. Segur if tuthi vears. the aspect of panegyri. Wé.
-ight here:conciude our rearks on this publication; ind with confi-
.dence.recommend it ai a work deservng tfie'notice of every ieddr of
taste ;. bu ive consider an extract as the best means of conveyhig a
judgrment of tle style and manner in:which.it is writ.en and.shall.gie
-one.mn the.ope that it inay actas an additionalinducemient.with what
we have"already said to a perusal -of the whole work.

There is.a very neat and correct map of the countries lying be.
tiveen Paris and Moscow, acconpanies this vork, aid the volume com-
mencés with .a dedication in the writer's isual happV style '' To the
Veterans of the -Grand Army" who, survived. that expedition.

It will be fresh in the recoHection of a] our readers :thai the great
object and chief-aim of Napoleon's expedition to Russiain 1812,:.was
to compel the Eniperor .Alexander to join iii a league, wihih theýfor-
mer wished ail Europe to combinie in, so as to humble tb power of
Great;Britain. IHitiertdthe conquestsofthe French Enmeror had been

acquired by lis oppanents placing tle'fate of a kingdom upon the de-
cision of one battie; and which Bonaparte, by theoverwhelming nu-
merical force lié had at bis disposal, united with his-tdlènts as Gen-
eral,,contriiel to gain. In the Russian7expedition iatters were ma-
naged difierently, -as'the French armny advaiiced that of Russia fell
back, stripping. th' country :n their retrear of every thing calculated
to support an army, and therebiyleaving-to«théir enemies only desert-
ed:villages and desolate houses4 not a few-of which.were burnt to pre-
'ven&heirbecoming a shelter tro the inv'ader. In this way the Rus-

,sians balled every effort of'the. rench Generals to bring them to an
elgageIent until they reached:near to MoscowIt is doubtful if Bona-
parte aftebrhe hiad advanced tô a certain extent, would -bavè rested
satisfied'wit.hout going to Moscowv evenifAlexainder had acceded to
bis.wisheà-and given hun:a peace upon his own terms. Moscow seem-
ed to be his destination from the:moment lie set out on the expedition.
It would doubtless bave been flattefing to his inordiate ambition, to -
ha e'dictated the conditions of a treaty to1xdeinti o'n ca-
tal. This feeling perhaps firstled hiÀoe.anderutimately lie had no
recourseé. left but to get to Moscow to nd.winteqarters for his vy
ind'exhaustedarmy. What then niust lavbeed his feelings whèn
hefond himselfdefeaédanctdi pyointëd irn hisihy bôpe? *Wiat.
insrahe have suffered when he.saw the.intrepid Rûssians inake ,that
dïeadfulsacrifice to ptriotism-iay their splendid éa'pital. in ash'es
sooner tan it sliouid be-h'ld.in'posseasion'by an inuading enemny. But
re shall givé the aacouùntff this event in General:Seg ur's. wn wvoids.

"It was an huour since Muiat, and the loilfanddose colunms .o


