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e world; not becausa of his rank Br

%, or literary eminence, or martial ex-
its; but because of that piety and de-
Bess to God, and zealous exertions for
"8 promotion of his glory, and the good
e, which are in God’s sight of great
ice, His was to be a moral greatness,
.nd the angel mentions three particularsin
ich hig greatuesa would consist.  Iirst,
Was to drink neither wine nor strong
tak; o would be a man of stern self-
enm, and of great moral purity. It is
3 able that this expreesmn is meant to
.lcate, that the Baptist, in token of his
devotedness to God, would be a per-
4l Nazarite from his Lirth.  And it
ﬂd Meey that the last prophet, vnder the
dmpensdt:on should exhibit, in his per-

el
acter, which the Nazarite did.  “ It is
%0 of as a great instance of God’s
Or to hig people,” says M. Henry, « that
% Rised up (heir sons for prophets, and
e Youny men for Nazarites,—Amos
11; 5 it those that were designed for
p.m?het& were trained up under the dis-
B of the Nazarites. Samuel and John
Plist were, which intimates that those
°w0u1d be eminent servants of God,

Q . employed in eminent services, must

R

to live 2 life of self- denial, and mor-

tion, must be dead to the pleasures of

8 and keep their minds from every
g tha

ul t is darkening and disturbing to

It '8 melancholy to think that, in the
% of thls scripture, professing Clristians
% found so prejudiced by ancient
%:‘5, and it is to be feared, in many in-
oy blinded by self-interest, or their
%‘Ppeme‘q, a8 to condemn total ab-
Mt @ from intoxicating drinks, and re-

W it as unseriptural. From this
?"ﬂ it is plain, that the principle is not
‘owed, but recognized with appro-

in Scn ture. It is not morally

°n any, buc it is certaigly allowable

s 4 concentration of the strict legal,
r

242

to all; and when the vice of intemperange
is employed by Satan, as the most success-
ful instrument in ruining the seuls of men,
it certainly becomes a grave question,
whether it is ot expedient for all: Christians
in the prerent day, to unite in abstaining
from the use of intoxicating drinks, on all
ordinary occasions.

The second particular i which John’s
greatness corsisted, and from whech it main-
ly arose, was his being filled with the Holy
Ghost even from his mother’s womsb., Some
read it even ¢ in mother's womb,” and il-
lustrate their view, by Elizabeth's words to
Mary in the forty-fourth verse, « For, lo,
as soon as the voice of thy salutation
sounded in mine ears, the babha leaped in
my womb for joy.” At all events, it is
certain that erther at or before, Lis birth, a
saving operation was wrought wpon his
heart by the Holy Ghost, so that he was
eminent for holiness and ‘piety, even from
his childhood.  All conversions that havae
been effected, have doubtless been accom-
plished, through the agency of the Holw
Ghost; and that before, as well as since the
work of the Sarieur was finiched.

Thirdly, the angel speaks of Jobu’s sue-
cess'in the work of the ministry, as an ad-’
ditional element in the greatness of his
character, «“Many of the children of Isracl
shall he tura to the Lord their God;” and
then of his relation to the Mersiah, « He
shall go before him,” i.e. the Lord his God,
“in the spirit and power of Elias.” We
have here a striking testimony of the
divinity of Christ; for the Lord their Ged,
of verse sixteen, i obviously the antecedent
to Hix in the seventeenth. He shall go
before iy, t.e. the Messinh, whom he re-
presents just before as the Lord their God..

It had been predicted by the last of the-
Old Testament prophets, that God would
sebd Eljjah the prophet, tefore the coming-
of the great and dreadful day of the Lond,

which is here explained by the angel, =



