FLOTSAM AND JETSAM. s

there was a time within living memory in which the excelience of
our criminal procedure was by no means conspicuous. Mr.
Purcell tells us that his early experiences of a trial conveyed the
idea that it was a formal preliminary to passing sentence upon the
aceused, who had the effrontery to plead not guilty. No doubt
was entertained of his guilt, but it was necessary to make the
jury realise it, and their unirained minds required guidance.
The prisoner’s counsel, often ireated with scant courtesy and
little cornsideration, was endeavouring to defeat justice, and
his erueavour must be promptly checked; any point that he
might make in the accused’s favour must instantly have its
baseleseness eaposed.  3ir Peter Edlin, who was Judge in the
metropolitan county Courts for more than twentyv years, is said
to have regarded an acquittal as a personal insult, and to have
been in the habit of interposing to displace anyvthing favouring
the defence which had bLeen elicited in the cross-examination.
At the present day, we are assured, while there is much less
difficulty in obtaining an acquittal, there is much more difficulty
in obtaining a convietion. This improvement in the administra-
tion of criminal justice would seem to be due to the influence of
particular Judges rather than to differences in the course of
business at assizes and sessions.  Americans who are i - osted
in the reform of eriminal procedure may be encouraged by the
fart that in nearly all the States the beneh 14 respectable in poin®
of character and is oceeasionally adorned by men of the highest
cminence.—Nolicitors’ Journal.

A good story is current at sgoode Hall in reference to the
late Chancellor Boyd's handwritii. ¢, which, asall who are familiar
with it, know wus of a pecuilarly erabbed character, and generally
illegible to any but experts in calligraphy, it is this:—A party
of Jndges were at luncheon ore day when the conversation turned
on the subject of hawlwriting, and that of the Chancellor not
unnaturally came 1 for rather free criticism. Tae Chancellor,
who was present, remarked that it would probably surprise his
crit’ s to know that he had once taken a prize fo- handwriting,
whereupon the late Mr. Justice Ferguson replied that he thought
that it must have been for Arabic. Those who are familiar with
Aralic and ihe late Chancellor’s writing will aporeciate the
apprepriateness of t'we remas’:. The eurious twists and turns in
which the late Chancellor's writing abounded have puzzied many
a reader, but there was at least one official at Osgoode Hall who
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