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random tapon objects, to distinguish them froma eceh otherwords would
be convenient and valuable. But they are more than this; flot only
every word, but every syIIal'le, in every lang-uage of the earth, represents
and describes some idea or some fancy. In it you have a piece of history,
in miniature it is true, but stili history, and for the most part, more
accurate than some of our historians commonly write for us. What-
ever language men spoke at the beginning, that language must have
undergone remarkable changes, transformations, aud <development,'
since men begyan te use it. In proof we need not go fürther than our
own language. Where was it 900 ycars ago ? What is it now?
The High School boy of to-day can read his Milton and Shakespeare
without difficulty, and might wade through Wydliffe's black-lettered
Testament, with a littie painstaking, b ut give hira Chaucer, and whiere
is he %vithout a glossary ? And, if we ascend the centuries stili
further, how rnany of us would have to learn a new language before
we could decipher a manuscrîpt of Alfred's time? Age after age, new
words have crept into, car speech, until we have the verbal manufac-
tures of all nations nowv lying side by side in our dictionaries. Gra-
dually, too, these words,in sound and sense, have « developed' jute mero
relics of what they were. After passing thiroug(,h a kind of kaleidos-
copie history, they are like old coins, still in active service, but with
the image and legend worn away. Most of the peetry has filtered
out of the old Iwitsc--bid, and but few wilI recognise i.t in the ortho-
graphy of the modern kusband. So of the grood old Saxon H~tie
-a bread giver and dispenser of comfort amnong the poor. Can you

reons er in the modern lady, wvho dodges about li.ke a butterfty,
loving; the dissipations of folly more than the industriotis hum of the
busy beec? Wlien we wish te be rhetorical, we speak of the semi-
intoxicated mnan as nutudinr; but it is neces.sary te explain that the
word is a corruption of .Mqadce, whona painters have pictured with
sivehleii eyes, and a look of general disorder. Ourgrocer wvas, origrinally,
the grosscr, the mnan wvho, sold by the grs;and whien jaw was speit
eJktw, it wvas not hard te detect its kinsliip with the verb Io ckw. You
littie dream of the historical application of lilacXkgiard,whieu you fling
that epitliet at. the modemn rascal. But it wvas the officiai name of a
servant, of an iînpecunious Baron, in the mniddle ages, who superiîitend-
ed the reinoval. of lus inaster's bli.ck, sooty, cooking uteusils, freux one
residence te another. A modern incident may furnisli an illustration
of the manner in which some of these chang-es'ihave been broughit about.
There ame semae circles in which Il'Five olclock tea " 1.8 more fa4lgonable
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