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is interesting to know that Capt. Howe
canie to Canada withi his Yegiment early
in the century and Was starioned for some
time in Montreal, the home for half a
century’ of his distinguished son. Dr.
Howe was educated at the fumous Rliza-
beth College School, Guernsey, and Tri-
nity College, Dublin, in both of which
seats of learning he distinguished him-
self. Afterwards he resided for some
years in France, and acquired that per-
fect knowledge of the French language,
which was of such signal service to him in
his literary work in this country.*

Soon after taking his degree, Mr.
Howe became private tutor to the young-
est son of the Earl of Ellesmere. This
led to the offer being made to him in 1848
of the important postof Rector of the High
School, Montreal. Mr. Howe, not being
desirous of making teaching his profes
sion, dcclined the offer.  But Lord
Ellesmere, knowing rhe great importance
of the position to the well-being of Eng-
Jand’s mast iwportant Colony, and Mr.
Howe’s peculinr qualifications for the
work, persuaded hun to accept it. The
nomination was then in the hands of
Lord Colborne, and Professor Pillans, of
the Oniversity of Edinburgh. Mr. Howe
was promised by these gentlemen a good
salary and a suitable residence. On ar-
riving in Montreal, he was indeed kindly
received by the Board of Directors ; but
he found that these two important mate-
rial naatters of a stipend and x house
existed only in the imagination of the
Patrons.  There was a School House but
no stipend and no Rector’s Lodge. This
was indeed disheartening.  Bus with that
indomitable courage, which was so great
characteristic of his whole life, he set to
work to m ke the best of things such as
they were ; and soon produced order and
discipline out of the chaos which he found.
His admirable adapteduess to the posi-
tion and work was soon seen and felt.
The school flourished. But many years
elapsed before the school finances sufficed
to provide for the Rector even a tolerably
fair income.

In 1860, the Faculty of Arts in McGill
University was reorganized, and there
being again no funds, Dr. Howe consent-
ed to undertake the work of the Pro-
fessorships of Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy without remuneration. And
so, day by day, for months and years,
when his school work from nine till four
was over, his College Lectures began and
extended from four o'clock unto any hour

of the night. When it is rdmembered
that to this must be added all the other
work, financial and otherwise, attached io
these two positions, the mavvel is that Le
did not soon quite oreak down under the
burthen. But such was his mentalvigour,
his love for work, and his splendid
physique that nothing seemed to hwb
him. When the College was sufficiently
established to pay its Professors, Dr.
Howemade way for youngér men, with
the title of Professor Emeritus. One
could have wished that the far-famed
Uuiversity of McGill, ou his retirement
after so many years of valuable and gra-
tuitous labour, might have found some
more substantial recognition of his bene-
fits, s0 lovingly bestowed upon it, thanan
empty title et preterew nihil.

But this was not all for which MeGill
has reason to hold the name of Dr. Howe
in grateful remembrance. He was al-o
a fellow of the College and fornany years,
Matriculation Examiner to its Medical
Faculty, He was too for sowme years
(though this was not strictly McGill work)
President of the Buard of Examiners for
the Preliminary Examinat on of the Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of the
Province of Quebee. One of the most
touching incidents of his funcral was a
beautiful wreath of flowers sent to be
placed upon his coftin from Abbé Verrean,
his old friend and fellow examiner, with
the legend, dvec les adicur d'un vieil amd.

But his great work was that of Rector
of the High School, Montreal, which he
discharged for forty-three years. The
importance of this position can scarcely
be exaggerated. It brought him into the
most inti nate relations for nearly half a
century with the great majority of the
sons of the leading English-speaking men
of the Commerdial Metropohs of Cunada,
and that at the time of life when young
peopie are most open to receive lasting
Impressions.

Dr. Howe’s schoolboys and their par-
ente were not slow to appreciate his great
ability as a teacher, the many-sidedness
of his intellectual wifts, and, best of all,
the nobility of his character asa refined
English Gentleman of the be:t type.

The justice and fairness of his rule, his
keen insight into character, his singular
freedom from self-consciousness and self-
seeking, his devotion to duty, whatever
tbat duty was, his never failing ccurtesy,
could not but leave their impress upon
the boys whom he taught and trained.
And it is safo to say that he did for those



