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BIBLE LESSON.

Abridged from Peloubets’ Notes.
Second Quarter, 1902,
APRIL TO JUNE.

Lesson VII. May 18. Acts13:1-12.

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN MISSION-
A .

GOLDEN TEXT,

Go ye therefore and teach all nations —
Matt. 28 : 19.

EXPLANATORY.

1. A MISSIONARY CHURCH.—Vs. I, 2.
1. NOW THERE WERE , . . AT ANTIOCH.
On Antioch, see Lesson V. PROPHETS
The prophet is one who speaks for God,
the interpreter of God; one who brings a
message from God, ifispired by God. The
forthtelling may be to annovnce future
events, or to declare truth and duty. These
were men of insight and foresight, with
minds especially susceptible to divine in-
fluences. TEACHERS. Inmstructors in
truth and duty; those who studied God's
Word and his providence, and the mature
of men, and instrncted the charch.

BARNABAS. Mentioned, as is Saul,
without remark becsuse he has just been
named in the narrastive. SiMEON. An-
other spelling of Simon and ‘‘Symeon,”
R. V. CALLED NIGER, 7. ¢., black. The
name had uo more todo with his race or
color then now you can tell the color or
race of Mr. Black, or- Mr. Brown, or Mr.
White from his name. Simon Black was
a useful, worthy saint, a power in Antioch,
but unknown to history. Lucius (not
Luke, Greek, Lucas, but a different name)
or CYRENE, a province of northern Africa.
He may be the same person as is described
by Paul as his kineman (Rom. 16 : 21;
and one of the men of Cyrene mention
in Acts 11:19, 20, a8 carrying the gospel
to Antioch. MANAEN, 'lghe same as
Menahem, one of the kings of Iarael.
WHICH HAD BEERN BROUGHT UP WITH.
One word in the Greek, either the ‘‘com-
rade,” or the ‘‘foster-brother” of MErOD
THE TETRARCH (Antipas. )

AND SAUL. mentioned last as the lat-
est comer, perhaps the youngest, and as
Luke was writing probably what Paul
himeelf told him, he would naturally
place himeelf last.

2. AS THRY MINISTERED TO THE LORD.
*‘Here the context seems to point to some
unusual public religious service.”” Ram-
say translates, ‘‘As these were leading a
life of religious duties and fasts.” AND
FASTED. Fasting would seem to have its
basie in, first, & grief over sin so deep and
intense that all desire for food is taken
away; or such a strong desire for holiness,
for the ress of Goﬁ'l work, for the re-
moval of all that hinders it, that we for-
Ret to eat.. Therefore it implies that we

PUZZLED.

Hard Work Sometimes to Raise Children.

Children’s taste is ofttimies more accur-
ate in selecting the right kind of food to
fit the body than that of adults. Nature
works more accurately through the child-
rem.

A Brooklyn lady says, ‘' Our little boy
has long been troubled with weak digest-
fon. e could never persuade him to

. take more than one taste of any kind of
cereal food. He wasa weak little chap
and we were puszled to know what to feed
him on. One lucky day we tried Grape-
Nuts. Well you never saw a child eat
with such a relish, and it did me g-od to
see him. From thet day on it seemed as
though we could almost see him grow.
He would eat Grape-Nuts for breakfast
and. supper and I think he would have
liked the food for dinner.

The difference in his appesrance is
something wonderful.

My husband has never been kmown to
fancy cereal foods of anv kind, but he be-
came verg fond of Grape-Nuts and has
been much improved in health since using
it

A friend. bas two children who were
formerly sflicted with the rickets. I was
satisfied that the disease was caused by
lack of proper nourishment. They show-
ed it. So I urged her to use Grape-Nuts
as ap experiment and the result was al-
most megical. They continued the food
and today both children are well and
strong as any children in this City, and,
of course, my friend is & firm believer in
the right kind of food, for she has the
evidence before her eyes every day.

When I have some task to perform
about the house and don't feel very
strong, a saucer of Grape Nuts and cream
stimulates me and I am able to do the
task at hand with ease.

We are now a healthy family and nat-
urally believe in Grape Nuts.”” Name
given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich,

/

MESSENGER AND VISITOR,
# The Sunday School

are doing that which fasting expresses.
It is saying, I desire this good gift of God
more than food, more than bodily pleas-
ure, more than all else besides

II. THE FIRST FOREIGN MISSIONAR-
1RS.—Vae. 2, 3. TAR HoLy GHOST sAID
In answer to their prayers, and to their
spirit of service. Tt s not stated by what
means the Holy Spirit voiced his will,
whether ‘throngh prophets or through a
general simultaneons impulse pervading
the charch. We must be careful not to
limit the wayes in which the Holy Ghost
speaks to us. Impressions on the feelings
are not the only lauguage of the Spirit,
He speaks to us by conscience, by reason.
by providence, by his work, 'and by in-
spiration, by speaking udmistabably with-
in our souls, and within the churchasa
whole. SEPARATE ME { ¢., set apart for
this special work FOR THE WORK
WHERBUNTO I HAVE CALLED THEM Paul
was called definitely at the time of his
conversiop, Barnabas perhaps in a more
general way, by fitness, by providence, by
an inward call, by spiritusl longing.

3. AND, rather, ‘then.’” In response
to the command of the Holy Spirit. WHEN
THEY (tbe church) HAD FASTED AND
PRAYED, indicating a special meetirg
held for the purpose. AND LAID THEIR
HANDS ON THEM. By representatives of
the church; thus recognizing their com-
mission as from the church, guided by the
Holy Spirit; expressing th= fact that the
prayers, the sympathies, the aunthority of
the church were communicated to them.
The church thus accepted them as their
missionaries, and pledged themgelves to
sustain them by their sympathy, their
prayers, and whatever aid they might
need.

III. TERIR FIRST MISSION FIRLD,
THE CONTEST FOR A SoUL —Vs 4-11. 4.
SENT FORTH BY THE HOLY GHOST, as re-
lated above. Luke keeps before our
minds the fact that the origin of the mis-
sionary work was the Holy Spirit. The
disciples before had been urged to go by
{)enecn!ion;now they went spontaneous-
y under the influence of the Spirit. Dg-
PARTED (went down from the higher land
to the sea) UNTO SELEUCIA. The seaport
of Antioch, sixteen miles away down the
river Orontes, SAILED To CYPRUS -~ A
voyage of eighty to one hundred miles.

5. SALAMIS was on the eastern extrem-
ity of the island, the nearest port to Anti-
och. THEY PREACHED THR WORD OF
Gop. God’s message of love and salva-
tion throngh Jesus the Christ. IN THE
SYNAGOGURS. As was their invariable
custom to do at first. For the Jews were
most easily reached, since they believed
the Bible and expected the Messiah. A~D
THRY HAD ALSO JoEN. John Mark,
author of the Gospel according to Mark.
cousin of Barpabas, and son of Mary of
Jerusalem (Acts 12 : 12, 25.) To THEIR
MINISTER, For theli assistant orattend-
ant, He probably was anxions to go, and

could in many ways be of excellent ser-’

vice, while at the same time he was in
tralning for further usefulness.

6. GONE THROUGH THR I1SLE. The
“whole island." The word for ‘‘gone
through' is one used, not merely to ex-
press travelling, but “‘the process of going
over the country as a missionary for the
purpose of evangelizing." * UNTO PArHOS
Now Baffo, at- the western end of the is-
land. A CERTAIN SORCRRER, magician,
wizard, (wise-ard, ) sage, the name gi-'n
to the wisé men from the Kast (Matt, 2 .1,
7, 16 ) “‘The Magian represented in his
single personality both the modern for-

tune-teller and the modern wman of
:sclence,”! A JRW.  Luke uses '‘the triple
beat, Magian, false prophet, Jew."”' Bamr-

jusus . Son of jesus, or [oshua

7. WHICH WAS WITH THE DEPUTY. As
one of his train which always accompanied
a Roman governor; a friend and assoclate
“This position was an honorable one,
gratifyiog at once to ambition, to vanity,
ard to worse paseions.'’

Dxrury. Greek, ‘‘proconsul,” that is,
the governor of & province under the sen-
ate at Rome This was formerly regarded
as & mistake, because Strabo,the historian,
says that Cyprus was an imperial province,
under the emperor, and therefore the gov-
ernor would be called & ‘'‘propreetor,” not
a proconsul. But it was discovered that
Augustus (B C. 22) transferred Cyprus to
the senate, and Loke uses the right word
—~proconsul. This is confirmed by a
Greek inscription at Solol in the north « f
Cyprus, found by General Cesnola, sud
dated ‘‘in the proconsulship of Paulus "
A PRUDENT MAN. R V, “a man of un-
derstanding,”’ of practical sbility, of grod
common sense and judgment. CALLED
FOR BARNABAS AND SavL. This shows
his sound mind. He would search wher-
ever there was hope of more light. *‘That
Paul got a hearing with the coneunl, Pro-
fessor Kamsay suggests, was because he
appeared in the character of a travelling
teacher of moral sclence, such as were
common in that age ”

8 Bur EivMas
proper hame,

Not necesearily a
It is simply Aramaic for

Magian, magician, sorcerer, WiTHSTOOD
THEM. Opposed them, becanse he saw
that his influence and power and the
emoluments of his place were gone if Ser-
gius Paulus accepted the goepel. Turw

. ¥ROM THR ¥AITH, from believing the

gospel. /The action of Elymas shows that
Paul hdd made no little impression on the
fnor

9 SAUL (WHO ALSO IS CALLED PAUL
This connects the two pame3s with tk
same man. In the story of Fie life among
the Jewe he in called by hig Jewish name
Saul. Now that he is heginning his labors
among the Roman Gentiles, his Roman
name {8 vaed from this time on

10. FULL OF ALL SUBTILTY D ceit,
gulle, underhandedness. AND ALL MIS-
CHIEF. CHILD OF THE DEVIL. And like
his father, He had been adopted by
Satan by hie own choice; an immense fall |
from his child name *'Bar jesus,' son of
Jesus, or Joshna, ‘‘Paul was not flirging
bitter words at random, or yielding to
pagsion, but was laying the black heart
bare to the man's own evers, that seeing

himself as Grd saw him might startle him
into penitence.” D=rviL, :landerer, false
accucer, and therefore the ENEMY OF ALL
RIGHTROUSNESS, and therefore opposed to
Jesns, who is the sun of righteousness.
PERVERT THE RIGHT WA VS OF THR LORD
Referring po' to perverting men, but
God’s ways with men 16 save them,—his
traths.

11, THR HAND OF THE LORD. not of
Paul. Panl announced the fact, but did
not produce it, Hand is the instrument
by which a work is performed. AND
THOU SHALT BE BLIND, NOT SERING THR
SUN. This phrase indicates total blind-
ness A MIST AND A DARKNESS. Ex-
pressing the gradual process of the loss of
sight, ending in complete blindness

IV Tar First CoNVERT (%o far as
the history relates).—Vs 12 THRN THR
DRPUTY, WHEN HE SAW WHAT WHS DONE,
BRLIRVED. The miracle was not his only
reason for believin, The apostles had
been teaching and preaching, and this
miracle completed the evidence and
turned 'the scale. BRLIRVED. Becamea
disciple of Chri.t. BRING ASTONISHED AT
THE DOCTRINE (the teaching) oF THE
LORD, both at the manner of teaching,
thus confirmed by miracle, and af what
was taught about the Lord. The new
truths from heaven, the new views of the
love of God, the promises and bhlessings
of the gospel, forgiveness of sin, new life,
the presence of the Holy Spirit, were a
new and marvelous revelation to the gov-
ernor, and far more astonishing than the
miracle.

COULDN'T.

A few days ago we noticed a little boy
amusing himself by watching the frolic-
some flight of birdsthat w playing
around him. At length a beghitiful bobo-
link perched on a bough of/an apple tree
near where the urchin sat, and maintain-
ed his position, apparently unconscious of
his dangerous neighbor.

The boy seemed astonished at his im-
pudence, and after regarding him steadily
for a minute or two, abeying the instinct
of his baser part, he picked up a stone and
was preparing to throw it, steadying him
self for a good aim. The little arm drawn
backward without alarming the bird,
whose throst dwelled. and forth came
nature's plea: “ A.link, a-link, a-link,
bob-o-link, beb-o-link. a-no-sweet, a-no-
sweet, I know it,; 1 know {f, a-link, a-
link, don’t throw it, throw it, throw it,*'
etc  And he didn’t throw it. Slowly the
little arm fell to its natnral position and
stone dropped harmless'y. The minstrel
charmed the murderer

Anxious to hear an expression of the
little fellow's feelings
‘' Why
Y wn might have killed him and carried
bh m home.” The little fellow looked up
d- btingly, as though he suspected our
meaning ; and with an expression half
shame, half sorrow, he replied: ‘' Just
couldn't, because he surg so.— Kinder-
garten Magazive

Manv of us find lifs hard and full of
prin. The world uses us rudelv: and
ronghly, We suffer wrongs and injuries.
Other peonle's clumay feet tread upon our
tender &n rits. We must endure misfor-
tones, trials, disappolutments We cannot
avold these things. but we should naot allow
the harsh experiences to deaden our sensi-
bilities, or mike ua stoical or sour The
true problem cf living is to keep nur hearts
sweet and gentle in the hardest conditions-
dnd experlences —J. R. Miller.

INDIGESTION

CON?UERED BY

IT RESTORES THE STOMACH b

.C.
TO HEALTHY Acngn AND TONES WHOLE OVSTEE.

we ingnired : |
didn’t you stone him, my hm-?1

‘- 209 11
STRORG ARD VIGOROUS.

Every Organ of the Body Toned
up and invigorated.by

Bi. E., Berlin,
ys: for five years
with palpitation, shortness of breath,
slesplessness and pain in the heart, but
ons box of Milburn's Heart and, Nerve
Pills completely removed all shese dis-
tressing symptoms. I bave not suffered
sinoe taking them, and now slesp well and
feel strong and vigorous."
Milburn’s Heart and Nerve Pills cure
all diseases arising from weak heart, worn
oub nerve tissues, or watery blood.

“1 safl

(Trade Sark.)

® GIVE YOU AN APPETITE !
TONE YOUR NERVES!
MAKE YOU STRONG !
. MAKE YOU WELL!
Dr, Bu Med. Supt. of the Prot. Hospital
for Tnsane,

1, presci stantly
And given ie pormisaiis: 1o waa his hame.

s Olark, Bupt, Grace Hospital, Toronto,
writes they hunl-ouudnmlh&ob«tmdu
80c. and $1.00 Botties.
DAVIS & LAWRENCE CO., Limited.

Society
Visiting Cards

T

We will send

To any address in Canada fifty finest

Thick Ivory Visiting Cards, printed in

the best possible manner, with name

in Steel plate script, ONLY 25¢c. and

2c, for e. en two or more

pkgs. are ordered we will pay postage.
These are the very carde sud are

never sold under o to 75¢. by other

firms. 2

PATERSON & CO.,
107 Germain Street,
St, John, N. B

A Y
" Wedding Invitations, Announcementa,
etc.. a specialty.
.

BACKACHE
LAME BACK
RHEUMATISM
DIABETES
BRIGHT'8 DISEASE
DIZZINESS Anp aws

KIDNEY & URINARY
DISEASES
ARE CURED BY

Mgs. I. Steeves, Edgett’s Land-
ing, N.B., writes on Jan. 18, 1901
““In the fall of 1899 I was troubled
with a severe pain in the back. I
could scarcely get up out of a chair
and it gave me great pain to move
about. I took one box of Doan's
Kidgey Pills and was completely
cured. I have not been troubled
with it since.”




