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Prayer Meeting.
Fox THE WERK COMMERCING Mancw §ra,
Torio : EwoRD AXD TrOWEL.
They which builded on the wall and
they which besar burdens, with those
that laded, every one with one of his
hands -rvught inthe work, and with the
other held & weapon.! " Neb. 4: 17.
Who has not been struck with that
very significant picture of altar and
plough, with the patient ox standing
between them, while on & scroll above
the curling smoke sre the words:

Ready for cither” The sword and | the

rowel sre most significant also. The
icture is true to the life. The Chris-
tian life has in it these two greal
clements—ooustruction and  defence.
Building up yourselves . . . . keep
yourselves in the love of God " (Judo

21; Eph. 6: 11-18).

HISTORICAL.

About ninety yesrs before the time of
Nehemiah, Zerubbabel led forth the

MESSENGER AND ; VISITOR.

3

" Babbath Bchool.
BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRNY QUARTER.

monarch went ioto & rage, and caused
the son 40 be slain o the presence of his
father, the body divided into two parts,
anll pisced the one part on ome side of
the road, and the other on the other,
snd the whole army marched belween
them

18. Think nol with thyself. Literally,
“imagine not in thy mind.” That thow
shalt eacape in the king's house, i.e.,
“that beiog an inmate of the palace will
be any prosection to thee” ; it will be
on ; you will no more escape
nnn any other Jew
14, meﬂt&trznhrgm(mhﬂ
reliel) and deliverance avise to the Jews
from another pluce, 1. e, “from some
other quarter”’  Mordecal - probably
ooncludes from the prophetical SBerip-
tares, that God will not allow His peo-
ple 0 be destroyed. Thow and thy
Juther's house shall be desiroyed. You

RANL AFTER THE CAPTIVITY
m—n——nh—n&-uwu«n--—;
Losson X1 Mar 19 Rather4:10;5:3,
ESTHER ’IKI’()HI“ THE_KING

GOLDEN  TRXY
“Judge rightecusly, and plead the
canse of the poor and needy.”- Prov.
Bl 9

EXPLANATORY,
The suthor of the book of Esther is
anknown, but it must have been & Jow,
and one long resident in Persla, prob

abl rontemporary or intimate friend

iudnul It must_have been writ-
Im after the desth of Xerxes, 5. ¢. 465,
and yet not long after, for its minuteness
of detadl implies this ; and the language
is similar 10 that of Exrs and N-hemi:x
which were written about this time.
The style is simple, but the language
has & large Persian element, But the
chief peouliarity is the absence of any
mention of the name of God. There
may have been ma‘h[o(xi reason in

a8
that it might resch many with 'the
truth who would be repel by the
name. The main thing, however, is
that in ru-li\y God is everywhere mani-
fest in the book
Tue Persiax Exriiz. When more

badnessar destroyed Jerusalem and car-
ried the Jews ocaptive to B.bykmln
(606-586), he was the greatest ki
then living, bis emvhe tha most
ful, his os) the ﬂoam..
Thm ol!mved v.he 70 yeul e-pdvlty

first division of the Hebrew capti
from Babylon, rebuilt the temple at
Jerusalem snd established again the

worship of Jebovah. But during all | th

these years the walls of the Holy City
were in ruins, until the patriotio Nehe-
miah und k the work of rebuildi

Nehemiah was of the tribe of Judah, of
theroyal Yine of David. He was doubt-
less born in Persiaduring the closing year
of the captivity. We first meet him as
cupbesrer to king Artaxerxes, in the pal-
ace of Shushan, the winter capital of the
Persian king. While in this position
of trust and honor Nehemiah learns of
the defencelees condition of the sacred
city. How he received his commission
see Neh. 2: 1-6. This good man eould

S not live amid the luxuries of a-king's
OFULA, court while Jerusalem lay waste. Ne-
S, COLD® hemish arrived a¢ Jerusalem in all
ng Diseases, safety and soon begsn his great work.
o e Neh. 2: 11-20). But bis effort to throw
£ g around “Zion"” a wall of defence soon
wne, Ballevile, | aroused the hatred of his enemies—the
£ . the A rites and the
ADA Arabians.

. TLAN OF DEFENCE.
1i] g CO Nebemish divided his whole force in-
' to two bodies—soldiers and workmen
TREAL, (verse 16). Again, verse 18seems tosug-
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gest that the Builders were sub-divided
into two classes e&l)mvobuudeu &)
those who carried the material

latter did their work with one band, | teaditi

while with the otherthey beld a w
the former needed both bands to
the stones, but even these wore the sword
in their girdles. The whole plan is
summoed up in these words : “We made
our yer unto nnr God, and set a
watch,”—Neh. 4:
FRACTICAL,

1. Every true Christian is ex, g-ned in
a great work of conatruction an /enoe
Out of the ruies of our fallen nuun,“{.
Divine help, weare to build up the wi
of & noble Christian character. Every
unsaved soul is a little Jerusalem in
ruins, waiting for & master builder to
reconstruct. Defended by the mighty
God of Jn«)b Nebemiah was a host in
himeelf. “Bebold God is m nludon
I wl.un-ulllnd not be af

Be ready fot battle. Wa are sure

0 moeuhe enem; “Pu'. on the whole

you,"

England’'s war ships make her the
most peaceful nation on the face of the
earth. The bird on the bending branch
is safe because it has within ¥ 1f the
power of flight, Be skilled with the

“sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of Ged.” “Above all, take the shield of
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
qumch all the fiery durts of the wicked.”

3. Be most intent on building:
* Building up yourselves on your most
holy faith, pnylnf in \he Boly Ghoat;
ko:s youmelves in
SQ 20-21.) Don't bulld Ln dolend but

fend to build, We are all character
builders, and as the wall of faith, cour-
age and obedience rise in the soul, the
fear of the enemy will grow less and Yess.
Oh ! young Christians, depend upon it, we
are engsged in a great work of constrye-
tion and 50{&09 The full grestness has
not yetappeared. “Eye hathnot seen,”
etc. Whenthe great psgeantof Fhmlty
shall pass before the glorified vision of
God’s redeemed, then, and not till then,
shall we fully know the greatnese, the

grandeur and the glory of the work
had assign:

vhlch God ed ewh one of us
here. R. Wanrte,
RS Gt R G E AT
Hood's Cures.
In saying that Hoods’
cures, its mdo Bo or
nd p.oﬂe of what

of reliable
Hood's Sarsaparills has done for them,
conclusively prove the M-— HOOD's Bar-
nynmn

lhex, mdn‘ {t from lo lh
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little likely mpermh the Jews m Mum

88 was the But God

saw the way out. anlhoﬁmemmel
e Babylonian Em was

by Cyml 538), and in 586 50,000 Jews

exile under Zerubbabel.
In 20 yeul (515) the temple was built.
sp‘nn of nearly 60 years
ln !.he bistory of the Jews. In the
mesotime the Medo-Persian Em !m
had become hrget than any pre

one known in the world, md.nrmnded
its ohief with almost

lor and wealth. Its ambition wn

Keil “ the Persisn Empire in its w!
;x‘unl from Indis .to Ethioj tlnun

ve contained a population of at least
100,000 000.” Canon anymm esti-
lation at 50, The
Esther has beeu idmliﬁed
almost beyond doubt with Xerxes,
son of Darius Hynupec (the one under
whom the temple of Zerubbabel was

V}:lrud in the story how Haman be-
came a great favorite of Xerxes, and how
he became because M
whose pesition a¢ the royal gate indi-
cates that he was an cfficer ot the kin &
would not bow down before l)mll‘n.n as d
a8

truction of the whole nation of the
ews on the 13th dl; of Adar, about the
firat of Maxcb, B. ¢, 478, ulmtﬂnyun
after the m-n'hge er. Zeresh,
the wife of Haman woordinz to Jewish

u
d
despatched all over the empireJor the
des!
J

tion, was the daughter of Tatnai, a
Persian officer who troubled Nehemiah
when bui. the wall of Jerusalem.
Mordecai, having learned of this texrible
decree, sent w to Queen Easther, his
oomin, and asked her to intercede with
the king, as the only way in which this
national calamity could be averted.

10, Esther unto Hatach. An
officer who bad been appointed by the
Hn{\o astend on the queen.

It was nosecret,
but a univanu rule known everywhere,
Whosoever . . . shall come unto the king
into the inner court, who is not called,
there is o'na law of his to put him to death.
Rather, “there is one law for him."”
Whoever he be, there is one and the
samelaw ngudlng him,—he must suffer
death, Herodotus excepts six persons
from the operation of this law, but in
making the exception, shows the general
rule 10 bave been such as here re
sented. The object of this rule *was
doubtless to preserve the king not only
from annoyance, but from the danger of
sssassination. According to Esther 6:
4,5, and Herodotus IIL 140, any man
mlghl present himsell in the outer court,

seek and await aundience with the
ng Why did not Esther avail herself
hpdnlegc? (1) It might have been
doemod an unseemly thing for the queen
to present herselfl in the manner of a
ocommon Iuplpllml., and bave ruined her
hopes. (2) It may be that women were
nol. allowed in the outer court at all.
it such to whom the king shall hold

"3; golden scepire. There was, there-
fore, & bility of Esther's reaching
the ears of the king, but with the great-
eal un nty as to how a capricions
king would act. In all the numerous
mpmenwlnm of Persian kings at Per-
sepolis, there is not one in which the
monarch does not hold a long tspering
staff (which is Prob-bly the sceptre of
&ther) in’ his rl h‘ hu:ld The sceptre
was not solid gold, as that
would have been too heavy, but one
adorned withgold. 1 havenot been called
to come in unlo the king these thirty days.
And hence she did not know when &
summons might come. It would not
do to trust t0 s0 mere a ¢l ; and
therefore if she was to inl e on be-
half of her nation, she must intrude on
the king uninvited.

Tar Daxaer oF Morbkoar's Prax for
the queen will #éen more clen!y
when we consider the fickle and des

oan come 10 any person. This you will

than & century before this time, Nebuo- the

will not escape destruction, but you will
lose the opportunity of saviog your peo-
ple, the greatest blessing and glory what

shrow away for nothing.  Who knoweth
whether thou art come, eto. The provi-
dences that brought you there are
wonderful. Perbaps God's hand shaped
them, that you might be the saviour of
your people in this terrible emergenay.

16, Fast ye for me. In my bolm{(
Fasting implies humiliation, repentance,

consecration 10 God, faith in God, prayer
to God. It was the ex on, outward-
of the heart.

ly, of the intense d:
y God could give -nooeu to her
efforts. Even a mean man, said one of
the old Gmkl, oan d(:ufn‘t things if
neither eat mor

drimi Mna dayt. it has been supposed
that Esther could not have meant an ab-

both food nnddztl:k { long & period
lor 80 .

s wocld o b vy sovedy e by

ness 0ot be very sev tax y

this len, intended

(she did not ssk them to do what she
would not do heml!) and my
It is probable th: e bhad s
herself with Jewhh mddem. Or women

who were proselytes to nm mugtm.
Ami i I prrx:lh
and make every unmnvem,y peopl.e

even though I perish in the attempt.
1. Esther pul on her royal apparel
She made herself as attractive as possi-
ble, 80 as to use every influence with
the king. This was wise. Even our
dxe-uhouldbemnde to serve our God
and aid His csuse. Royal throme . . .
over against the gate. This in.he usual
sitaation of the throne in th

arch, from his raised position,

;x‘xﬂm the eﬁnn I.hﬁ;&g\i:.lfe doorway op-
te to him, wi ept open.

2, When the kin s

by a

critical moment. She stands with her

Juwalled foot upon the grave. 'No one
God could tell what whim of \he

monuch would be in the

While Faﬁher did not overlook the im—

&mloundcr fact that “The
h:x is in 4 uhnnd of th}
0

lhe wepxn. Thil wu, no doub' the
customary act by which the king's grace
m,ult were, uooepted n.nd appropri-
ated. analogous to that touch of
the pencn or of the garments which
secured the suppliant mercy among the
Greeks. Thus Esther’s mission was so
far successful. At this time she unl,y
invited the king to & ban-

que
wc:l this was prel 0 & re:

quest of greater lmpomn The ban-
quet was held; and yet Esther did not

?:rzu the
heut of &he

ed her, or she feltthatthe time
was not yet ripe Certainly it was pro-
vidential that she delayed. The delay
not only left time for the episode of
Mordecai, but deeply impressed the
king with the greatnéss and im; 00
of her request. She simply ssked her
guests to come again the next day.

ReTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE began very soon ;

for the night after the first banquet the
king was wakeful, and, reading in the
records of the kingdum he was remind-
ed of the great service Mordecal had
rendered him, and desired to reward
him. Thus it came to pass that the
next day Haman was compelled to lead
Mordecal in triumph through the streets
of the city, riding on the king's homse,
aod clothed in the king’s robes. That
very afternoon Haman was impaled (not
hung by the neck) on the lofty tree or

of Mordeosi, His property and bis
office was-also given to-Mordecai.

The rest of the book relates how the
decree that could not be countermanded
was yet erssed, and the Jews saved from
destruction. Ever since then they have
kept the fast of Parim on the 13th and
14th of Adar (sbout March 1st) in
memory of these days. This whole his-
tory wrought good in the character of
the Jews, and proclaimed their religion
and their God, ss the church-bells on
the Sabbath dec!ue the Gmpul to all.

—Timothy Hrlmlhu pmpriehxr Ster-
ling hotel, Tlum-guuchr N. 8., writes :
“Was troubled with dylpepch for
twenty years ; tried almost everything,
but did not get anything to do me any
good. Saw your K. D. C. advertised
and decided to give it a trial. T bouglt
twobu.e. and took them sccording to

and was letely cu
That was nearly two years ago; have not
been troubled with h uncn and consider
myself thoroughly cured.”

— For sick headache, sour stomach,
loathing of food, JYIKMA or bilious-
ness, take Hawker's Liver Pills. The:
will cure you. Recommended by I
gag physicians as & most relisble medi-

e,

—If you have a hacking cough that
distresses z‘ and annoys others—par-
ticularly church—send 12 cents 1n
stamps to G. A. l(omg chemist, St.
John, N, B for & box of Hacknomore
lnungel_ They give immediate relief.

-~ Mrs. Jane Vansickle, Alhuton,om.,
wedolllvueomp&dnt after yea:
y uaing fi “boﬁlel ol

o(
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Robin.

How cold it was! The wind blew
pluﬂ:?ly along the track, the sparrows
buddied together on the telegraph wirs,
and the sky waa of that duil November
gray.which Lhnnlemnmw sO0n.
Robin st down, blew on his
fingers, and old them over his toes,
'hlch were far out of his ragged shoes ;
but his hands were too cold 10 beof any
comfort to the toes, and he rose again
and stamped on the sleepers wofuly—it
hurt to do it hard.
“Whew!” blew the wind as it rushed
by, stinging sbarply through' the buy s
tattered garments.
“Whew! What good can your little
thin breath do when I am blowing ? Bee,
1 have chilled it before it veaches your
fingers. Whew ! whew ! I could almost
blow you away.” Aud the wind, with
a sudden vicious dash, almost lifted him
from bis feet.
It seemed to Robin he must go bome,
he ached 8o from head to foot; but he
thought of his mother stitching away in
the cold room, and of how she need
the fire, that she might sew faster to get
food for them.
Coal was bigh that fall, and by the
bucketful, as the poor people had to buy
it, came 80 dear that many could not
affurd it at all. Robin, then, was only
one among many who came daily tothe
tracks to pick up the stray pleces that
might be found there. It was scanty
pkki:g at best, but today every ome
to have been before him, and he
didn't remember ever to have 0
cold before,
The thought of his mother,

ADWAY S

R READY RELIEF.

THE AI(lAVl'\t AND SEST MKDICINE POR
LY USE IN THE
:uvnn FALLS TO RELIEVE

PAIN.

It surpaeses all other remedios im the wonderin’
power which 1t possesses of curing

RHEUMATISM
and NEURALGIA

Thousands havs been sured by
thmply rabMing witk nlun mn:r, applied by
the bend, the past afficted wnd considers blo of the
adjolaing vurface o the same time severn) brisk
donen of BADWAYS PILLS will do much to hasten
he ure

WORLD.

‘ MALARIA,
CHILLSand FEVER, FEVER and AGUE
CONQUER

Thets is not & remedisl .,... fn the world that
will cupe Pover and Agws énd Ml otber Walariass
Biliows and Fevers, aid d by Radway’s Pills,
%0 quickly s Hadway's Ready Rolief.
INTERNALLY.

Prom 32 to 65 drops in hall & tumbler of water
T 18 o lew momasis care Cramps. Spasms, Sout
X

ting, Hearu ervous-
lesplosenedn, Sick Tieadache, "Cotie, Fiste

hm-y.-n all Internal Pains

The Truo Relief.
RADWAY'S READY RELIEF is the ofily re-
modial agrnt in vogue that will instantly stop pain
Instantly relieves and soon cures—

Sore Throat, Colds, Conghs,

Inflammation, Nelation,
L

made him pick up bis bag nna start on

*The north wind doth IB',

And we shall have snow.”

'"Twas only the tune in a boy's shrill
whistle, but Robin knew the voxd- his
mother had uun§ lhem often the fali be-
fore. She didn't sing anything sny
more ; it was too to

Along the street that crossed the track
just there, came the owner of the
whistle. Robin could see a pair of
obeeks emerging from a great coat

lar, well turned up, and two bright qn
lhhxmg from er the edge of a far

%P 1iand what will the sohin do then
continued the mexry whistler.

“1 should like to know what I shall
do,” thought Robin, fi the words
to bimself. “There isn't any bu-n for
me to sit in and keep myself warm.”

He stood & moment looking after the
boy as he strode by, d«p in
pockets ; then he went on, colder than

befare.

“Oh! I say,” called ‘& cheery voioe,
“you must be awful cold, aint you?”
and Robin turned to ﬂndlheboy close

e him.

angwer, the new-comer was g
o( bis mittens and holding them out to

"Hm, put these things oo, won't
z&n' lonnpmmyhmﬁtnmypock‘

Robin’s mother, whi

g"esn’r!;c xib\'i’ much of her o&:
t. 3 le gentleman,”
thbors called
thaok you,” ha nid in his high,
sweet volco, lwkin; h:ﬂnfll’ at \ho
warm mittens.
very much, but I un afraid your mothn
wouldn't want you to give them away.”
“Ob, goodm-l" exclaimed the other,
“go on 'n’ take em ; mother'd be awlul-
1y glad for you to have ’em, | m,
word I'"" and he thrust them into in’s

“What are yon doing, anyway P he
queried, lml!ngnt thebsg on theground.’
“Picking up coxl? You can’t find much

ere.'”
1 can’t,” said Robin, as he pull-
cd on the mitfens at Iast and shiv
from their very warmth, “but mother
muyst have some fire to sew by, and I'm
the only one toget coal for it. I'm the
man of the famly, you know,” sud he
drew himself up to the full height of his
ten years.
Well, come on, let's go to work, and

I'll belp; I haven't anytbing to do, " sald
bis new-found friend. “Butssy, hold on
ajiffy ! I'll tell you what, I'll take off
my jacket—I shan't miss it with this
great oml'md you oan wear it while
we work.”

He was alread pulhn« it ¢ n and
paid no heed to Robin's ohjectio
Pat it on .luh‘k was all Im would

“Then we'll take turns using the
Jack; what's

L)
mittens. My npeme's
yours ™

The plan went well, They each wore
one mitten and kept the other hand ina
pocket, while one unl«d the bag and
the other picked up the coal

As they worked they talked, confiding.,
to cach other the stories of thelr short
lives, and comparing notes on IHkings
and wishin,

A .considerable apilling over of coal
from & passing trajn filled their bag for
them at laat, & mittened hand seiz:d
each end, and faces were tarmed home-
ward,

It was quite dusk when the;
Robin's house, and sharp, ﬁy flaken
were already drivi through the air
and stinging the faces of the hurrying
people.

Robiri opened the door and called
through the dark entry, “ Mother,
mother!” Then, turning to ssk Jack to
come in, he saw a mitten lying ou the
bag be bhad dropped on the doorstep, and
down the street, through the ever faater
fallig snow, a vanishing fur cap and
great coat.

Back on the wind came brokenly, in
the same mexy whistle :

e e 4 {1 the barn,
e —— him —— warm,
ABA B o e ——der
— wing,

% thing." J
— A gnes Godfrey Gay,in Christian Union

o R
—“'ve tried all sorts of blood puri-
fiers,” said an old lady to a “ocut-
tex," and you can't pen’unde me that
any other Samsaparilla {s as good s
Ay’;r i Theul where she had him.
She knew that Ayer's was the best—
o did he, but it paid him better
& cheaper brand.
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— Hawker's Liver Pills cure all sto-
assist
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Difficalt Breathing.
250. per Bottle. ~ Sold by Druggists.
BE SURE TO GET “"RADWATY'S."

ADWAY’S
PILLS,

Perfect Purgatives, Soothing A;

Act Without I::'m. Always

and Natural in their Operations.

“l:'rhdh :::S‘u’ d:;:i mhl 'ﬁh l‘n‘
RADWAY'S PlLLS

Tor the cura.of il dlusedery of the Stomach, Liver,
Bowels, Kitneys, Hladder, N Head:
'Goustipanion, Cost
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Bowels, Piles, derasgements

Vicers. Purely Vegelabl, containing 16 mercury,
minerals or deleterious drogs

DYSPE PS 1A

DR RADWAY'S PILLS are a cure for

the womach avd

ecitn. Toatyagios of

disppear, and with them nnuny of the

diseases, Take the medicine
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Hold by all Frice ¥ cents o
on_reosipt of will be sent VF mall. . Fve
‘boxea for One
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Y vum GET * RADWAY'S.”
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Iron Co., Ltd.,

YARMOUTH; N. S.

NLATM that they mannfactore the best Cooking
) apparatusto Be obtained, via
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Range. Hor replywan: /L lihe it tn every partion
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ANDERSON ROGERS
The Masiee, Windwe, §. 6, Jan. ¢, 1904
COLES, PARSONS & SHARP
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JOHN WHWE & €0,
Manager Halifax,'N. 8. Hranch
SEND FOR CIRCULARS.
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Gentlomen, ~1n driving over the mountatns 1 fook
a savero cold, whick settled fn my back and kidneys,
causing me many sleeplsss nights of patn. The first
application of MINARD'S LINIMENT wo relivved
me that T fell info s deep sloep, and complet
recovery sbortly followed

Annapolis JOHN §. MoLEOD

Al 'Al.lllllﬂl-
TRURO, ¥
A.J 'n.uuco
KENTVILLS, ¥,
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ties of wall-mlucted Cocon, Wy b1y has povided

ur braakfast tabiss with o delicately favored bever:
.4- which may save us many hoavy doctors’ bifie. 18
@ by the judiclons uee of such aeiries of dist that &
conmitutien ey bo. Sradeaty bt up satd stowey
“oongh e reaiot eveey tewdency 1o dveams. Wundreds
of webile moladies
Altack wherever
secaps many § futal

he witurs! laws

ahalt by Reopiag ww

avei vew
blood asd & property wourtshed
Praame, "oCivil newvies apette

Mude stmply with botllsg witer, or wilk

ouly 1 packets, by grocers labetied thus

JAMES EPPS & (0., Hommopathio { hembst,
London, Kngiand.

New Book.

“CONVERSE WITH
THE KING.”

sk

By REV. W. H. PORTER, M. A,

Pastor Calvary Baptist Church, Brantford, Ontario.

A neat volume of 240 pages,
giving a tastefully arranged selec-
tion of Scriptures under a variety
of topics. *Its special value is
found in the faet that it brings the
soul into communion with Him of
whom the Scriptures testify.”

Morocco, red edge, - $1 oo
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Cloth, plam edge, - 6o
Paper, . 40
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