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PROCEEDINGS OF
THE LEGISLATURE

RAILWAY MEASURE IS
HUNG UP IN MEANTIME

Mr. Hawthornthwaite Makes an Impas-
sioned Appeal on Behalf of the
E. & N. Settlers.

Press Gallery, May Sth.

Worn and weary from the strain of the
recent all-night ‘session, tiie House to-
night adjourned at G o’clock until to-
morrow. The opposition protested vigor-
ously, for this meant a cm‘tglihnent of
their privileges, it being private mem-
bers’ day, but as usual the go\‘é}'nmeut
met their questions and appeal with sul-
len silence. Mr, Hawthornthwaite’s bill
for the compensation of workmen stood
first on the list of measures to be con-

ered, and he appealed for justice to
his bill, but in vain.

Mr; Hawthiornthwaite during the after-
noon concluded his remarks on the set-
tlers’ rights matter 1n a passionate ap-
peal for justice to these men, His sir-
cerity was questioned in an attaek of
doubtful taste by Mr. Mclnnes, and ine
Minister of Mines promised the govern-
ment’s serious consideration.

The dominant question in ehamber and
corrider is: “What is the government go-
ing to do with its railway bill?" It is
doubtfut if the ministry itself could
definitely answer this query, as signs are
not lacking that they are seeking to
strengthen their position before proceed-
ing’ further with it. The situation for
them has been complicated by the inti-
mation of Mr. Martin that he will not
support a bill involving a land grant. In
this course he will likely be supported by
Messrs. Stables and Gilmour. If the gov-
ernment cannot secure suflicient strength
from the opposition, therefore, they will
be obliged to drop the bill altogether, or
the contractors in each instance wili have
to relinquish the land grant. - It is pos-
sible McLean Brothers might consent to
the latter, for it is understood they were
prepared to consider such a proposition,
but that it was necessary to harmonize
their grant with that of the other road,
but it is scarcely likely that Mackenzie
& Mann will consent to it. :

The government, stimulated by its suo
cess' in winning Messrs. Helmcken and
Hayward to the support of the measure,
have been bringing strong pressure to
bear on three other Island members,
namely, Messrs. McPhillips, Hawthorn-
thwaite and Neill. Those who kiow
those members, however, do not antici-
pate that they will be swayed from their
present allegiance, although the probable
securing of a road through the Island
naturally appeals to the electors of the
ridings these gentlemen represent, and
through their constituents have their
influgpge on_the members who sit for
those Tidings. £ o i

It . is not improbable that the whole
matter will stand over like the foreshore
<question, awaiting the solution of time.

The House opened at 2.30.

On privilege, Mr. Curtis again drew
attention to absolute misrepresentations
in the Colonist that he had declared the
business people of Victoria a disgrace.
He took occasion to utterly deny the Col-
onist’s reports and to point out how it
failed to give its readers a proper report.

Mr, Oliver, on privilege, asked if the
copy of a contract with McLean Broth-
ers tabled yesterday was an exact .copy
of the one signed. He was informed
that ‘the original contained an anti-Ori-
ental and anti-alien clause.

Mr, Martin asked for the letter of in-
structions to Joshua Davies re the Fer-
nie townsite. The Chief Commissioner
promised it.

Mr. Oliver pressed for an answer {o
his  question, and the Attorney-General
said it was an exact copy of the agree-
ment,

Mr. Hall read from the Times an an-
nouncement of the appointment of an Im-
perial Royal cemmission regarding Chi-
uese immigration. . He sajd this was a
step in the right direction and asked the
government if they had any information
on the subjeet.

i Col. Prior said the government had no
Information on the subject, but hoped the
Teport was true,

Mr. McPhillips asked for the authority
of Mr. Greenshields to execute the rail-
way contract.

Mr. Curtis found fanlt with the fore-
shore rights returns. He had copies of
ten letters written by Mr, Hall recom-
mending foreshore applications for Thos.
Walker, John Kinsman, J. E. Kinsman,
J. G, Cox, Norman McLean, H. A.
Munn, D. J. Munn, etc., none of which
were included in the return.

Mr, McInnes presented a petition from
Cory 8. Ryder and others of Extension
asking for a bridge.

\ The Foreshores,

Resuming the debate on the foreshores
vights question Mr, Gifford attacked the
government’s action in removing the re-
#6rve as premature, until the probable
course of the Dominion government were
known. It had unsettled fishing business’
and notwithstanding the statement of the
Attorney-General to the conrary the ean-
ners were far from satisfied. He hoped
that notwithstanding the pressure being
brought by political friends the govern-
ment would be honest enough and have
backbone enough to preserve this valu-
able asset for the province. {

He read a telegram from the New
Wostminster Board of Trade urging that
the foreshore rights be disposed of by
public competition and that the number
of leases to be held by one person be
limited. He supported the resolution.

Mr. BceBride,

Mr. McBride, in closing the debats

:aid the action of the opposition in Bring-

up the resolution hag prevented, at

t to date, the giving away. of the
Toreshore rights: ’

Col. Prior denied this, and Mr, Me-
Bride asked if he knew when these
rights were to be given away, and Col,
ior replied yes.

Mr. McBride said this was a virtual

admission that the government intended
parting with those righte, ™This the Col
onel denied. {

The leader of the opposition also com-
mented on the failure of the government
to promise that these right would not
be alienated. t

He commented also on the govern-|
ment’s failure to include Mr, Hall’s let- '
ters to the government recommending
applications. He charged the govern- |
ment with deliberately suppressing the |
letters. ; |

He’ also alluded to -thé singular fact
that the deputation which waited on the
Victoria city members and unrged them
to support the Railway Bill included a |
rumber of applicants for foreshore !
vights.

Mr. Hall here reiterated the statement
that there was no promise by the gov- |
ernment to these foreshore ' applicants,
and Mr, McBride then manifested curios-
ity to hear why the foreshore reserve |
had been lifted. The only reason for the |
lifting of that reserve was because these |
applications were in, and the government |
had to grant them their requests; These !
applicants were going about Victoria be- |
fore the election stating that they prac- |
tically had the monopoly of these rights. |
The whole thing was a huge political |
scheme, and it was a good thihg it had |
been exposed. The reason the govern-
ment dared not restore the reserve was
because of their promise to these elec-
tion friends. |

Mr. McBride -also - regretted the Vie-
toria deputation had been misguided and
misled into an attempt to inttnidate Mr.
McPhillips. The unique course of the
Premier in carrying around in his pocket
the list of applicants for these rights
and displaying. them in the House was
also commented on.

The leader of the opposition regretted
a British subject had not been appointed
fishery commissioner, and chaffed the AT
torney-General with not pressing into
service our new Agent-General, Mr
Greenshields, in dealing with the Domin-
ion government.

He said that the cancellation of the
foreshore rights one would naturally sup-
pose was at the instance of the Domin-
ion government. But was this the case?

Regarding the government’s charge
that in this matter he was not the friend
of Victoria, it was a groundless chargo.
In fdct he had been charged with being
a pro-Victorian, He deprecated enter-
taining any Island vs. Mainland feeling,
:British Columbia could not afford to en-
tertain sectionalism, and he hoped.Mr.
.Hall was alone in his desire, to foster
sectionalism. ’
£ Although mary of these rights were in
‘Esquimalt, yet every. member had-a duty
to perform to the whole country. He
did not think that because this industry
had its seat in any one district the mem-"
ber for that district should desert his
principles.

The motion being put was negatived
on the following division,

Ayes—Curtis, Munro, Tatlow, Green,
McHBride, Murphy, McPhillips, Taylor,
E. C. Smith, Oliver, Hawthornthwaite,
Neill, Gifford, Garden, Fulton and
Kidd—16.

Nays—Messrs. Martin, Stables, Me-
Tnnes, Gilmour, Hayward, Prentice,
Dunsmuir, Wells, Prior, Eberts, A. W.
Smith,4 Bllison, Clifford, : Hall, Rogers,
Hunter " Dickie 'anll Moufce—18,

Return Presented.

On the adjournment debate on the
mouon moved by Mr, Taylor on the
25th April, as follows: “That an order
of the House be granted for a return of
all papers and correspondence from any
person or persons with the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works, or any
official in the department of lands and
wcerks, or any letter or letters on file in
the said department dealing with the
rate of wages paid, or to be paid, or deal-
ing in any way with the rate of wages
of the men on government roads and
trails in the Revelstoke riding of West
Kootenay.”

The Chief (Commissioner said the cor-
respondence was already down; hence
he had nothing more to say. ;

Mr, Taylor said: ‘In discussing this
resolution on the 25th of April last I
pointed out the fact that the resolution
was the outcome of certain answers to
quéstions of mine by the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works, and drew
particular reference to question 3, and
the Hon, Chief Commissioner’s’ angwer
to same., These related to the compar-
ative wages of workmen jn Slocan and
Revelstoke. ' The rate in the former was
$3 4 day, while in Revelstoke it was only
$2.50. Now I endeavored to show fur-
ther that the Chief Commissioner had
made a. mistatement in his answer to
question 3, through the fact that certain
letters were in his department for set-
ting out fully what the rate of wages
were.

“One of these letters I drew his at-
tention to most particularly, and ad-
vised him that I wished this letter in
particular to be brought before the
House when jthe return was presented.
As yoa know, sir, the return was pre-
sented on the 5th inst., and  strange to
say on looking over the return I found
out that this very important letter had
not beem produced, and I had to ask
on two occasions that this letter be pro-
duced also, as it was a very important
one, and it was only this morning that
I prévailed-on the hon. the Chief Com-
1aissioner to bring down this letter.

“Before proceeding to substantiate my
claim that the Chief Commissioner was
well . informed as to the current rate of
wages in the Revelstoke riding, I would
like to eall your attention to a very im-
portant resolution in this connection
which passed this House on the 3rd of
Angus:, 1900, and which declared for
the current wages of each district on
government roads. This resohition pro-
vides particularly that the current rate
of wages must be paid jon all govern-
ment works, and consequently the gov-
ernment, ;and especially. the Chief Com-
missioner was derelict in his duty in not
enforcing this regulation.

“I will now’ proceed, Mr. Speaker, to
show- you the information which has
been in the hands ‘of the Chief Commis-
sicner some- time in this connection, and
first of all I propose to read.to you the
letter syhich I referred. to a few mo-
ments ago as having been brought down
and @dded to this return this morning.
This letter is very explicit on the mat.
ter.

Mr. Taylor read a letter from the

road superintendent at Trout lake, show-
ing that it was difficult to get men at

$2.50 as $3 was the current wage. He
added:

“I also wish, Mr. Speaker, to call your
attention to another letter from myself
to the Chief Commissioner dealing with
this same subject.”

This letter was then - read.
written on July last, and insisted on the
$3 rate and the reasons for the discrim-
ination against Revelstoke being given.
He proceeded:

“Now, sir, I wish to peint out that no
answer has yet been received by me
from the Chief Commissioner in reply
to that letter. notwithstanding the fact
that the Chief Commissioner told us the
other day that his department was most
punctual in answering correspondence,
and notwithstanding all the evidence be-
fore the Chief Commissioner, he still in-
sists on imposing on the working men of
my riding engaged in public works there
a rate of wages which is not the cur-
rent rate of wages in the country.

“In conversation with the Chief Com-
missioner on more than one occasion, as

I pointed out to you a few minutes ago. |

I always took particular pains to ad-
vise that honorable gentleman most posi-
tively as to the current rate of wages,
and on one occasion took the mgtter up
with him in the presence of the honor-
able member for Slocan, who will bear
me out in this statement, and I at last

prevailed on the Chief Commissioner to |

adopt the current rate of wages, which
he did for a short time in July when the
rate was again reduced to $2.50. When
I questioned the honorable gentleman as
to his reasons for so doing he advised
me that this rate was to be the uniform
rate for the whole interior, but such was
not the case, as his answer to my ques-
tions shows, for while paying the rate
of $2.50 to mecn in my riding he was pay-
ing $2.75 and $3 per day for the same
work in the Slocan riding, and I think
the honorable gentleman should be sub-
jected to the severest censure by his col-
leagues, as well as this House, for his
unfair discrimination and unjust treat-
ment of my riding in this connection.

“And I trust that this reseolution will
have the effect of compelling the Chief
Commissioner to advise the government
agents in my riding that in future the
current rate of wages must be paid as
the resolution I referred to a few min-
utes ago provides.” (Applause,)

Mr. Taylor then withdrew his resolu-
tion, the return having been brought
down. . :
B. & N. Settlers.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite then, amid ap-
plause, .resumed - - the . debate .on the
grievances of the E. & N. settlers,

Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s speech was a
summing up of the case for the settlers,
in language the eloquence and force of
which has seldom been excelled in the

House. In thrilling terms he pictured the |

wrongs under which the settlers had suf-
fered, and as he concluded with a pas-
sionate appeal to the Premier for justice

there was a spontaneous outburst of ap- !

plause from the legislators,

Mr. McInnes,
Mr. McInnes professed deep concern
for the settlers, but found fault with

Mr. Hawthornthwaite for introducing the '

matter . as he had. Personally, he had
secured a commission from the Domin-
ion government., He had introduced a

resolution on the same lines last year, '

Mr., Hawthornthwaite’s charge that he
had kept that resolution on the order
paper for weeks to prevent it being
brought up by others was entirely un-
founded. He did press it upon the
House, and being ruled out by the
Speaker had protested ,but had been sup-
ported by none of the other members.

He accused Mr, Hawthornthwaite of
stealing his resolution, characterized his
speech as three hours’ prattle, and held
that though it would pass the House
unanimously it would do the settlers no
gcod. He twitted Mr. Hawthornthwaite
also with talking to the gallery. :

He held Mr, Hoggan’s rights to be far
inferior to that of the ordinary settler,
and classed him as a speculator. The
Hoggan case had been decided against
them in the whole chain of courts in the
British Empire. The sustaining of the
British Columbia verdict reflected credit
on the British Columbia court.

Mr. McPhillips asked if parliament
was not even higher than the courts, and
should it not do justice if it had been
denied.

Mr. McInnes said he had taken that
stand at Ottawa, and the Royal commis-
sion was the result, and that commis-
sion reported that Hoggan had no case.

It would be a waste of time to go over
the Hoggan case again.

He held the position of the old time
settler was quite different to Mr. Hog-
gan,

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—So did I.

Continuing, Mr, McInnes held the ex-
isting rights of the settlers in the BE. &
N. reserve were not to be affected by the
bill which passed the House. He held
that they were entitled to the under sur-
face rights. It was competent for the
government to issue Crown grants to
these settlers of the mineral rights, The
province still reserved these rights, for
they had never alienated them to the
Dominion. This would work no hard-
ship on the B, & N. The eviction lay at
the door of the Dominion or provincial
governments, and not at the door of the
E. & N. The latter, however, could not
be injured, for lands would have to be
granted at the northern extremity of
their grant—at Campbell river—where
ther® were great coal areas,

He supported the resolution.

Col. Prior,

Col. Prior congratulated the settlers on
two such stalwart champions. He re-
ferred to the antagonistic findings of
Messrs, Rothwell and Harrison. The
government wanted to see no injustice
done any one and would take the mat-
ter into their serious consideration,

Mr. Neill.

Mr. Neill heartily endorsed the reso-
lution. Speaking of Col. Prior’s refer-
ence to the two stalwart champions of
the settlers, said it should' be altered to
a congratulatioh to the settlers andg the
E. & N. railway on the abilities of their
respective ¢hampions.

Mr, Mclnnesg’s speech was principally
taken up with abuse of Mr, Hawthornth-
waite with which he seemed to be much
more occupied than with the settlers’
rights, Mr. Mclnnes’s resolution last
year was absolutely one of order, hence
produced nothing, while Mr. Hawthorn-
thwaite’s was practicable. Neither could
he recall Mr., McInnes’s pathetic appeal
to the House for support. He could have

It was |

+ done s0.- ‘He did not for he knew his re-
| solution was out of order.

Mr, Meclnnes’s sneer that Mr, Hawth-
ornthweite’s speech was a three hour
prattls came with ill grace from a man
who occupied- four hours with prattle
trying to save a situation for the gov-
ernment. Never had he heard a more
able presentation of the case than that
given by Mr. Hawthornthwaite. He
himself had gone inte the matter a year
or two ago, and was convinced the set-
" tlers did not get justice. He urged the
government to act on the matter,
|  Mr.'Green moved the adjournment of
the_debate.

Report.

|

i

i

i

1 Mr. Gilmour presented the report of
. the printing committee. It was received.
| Trades Unions,

|
1

By permission of the government Mr,
Martin introduced a bill

| Trades Unions,

relating to

The Adjournment,

The Premier moved the adjournment
of the House until to-morrow.

Mr. McBride opposed this.
curtail their privilege.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite held it to be un-
fair. The government’s action affected
him particularly because it would pre-
vent the eonsideration of the Workmen's
, Compensation Bill, which could not now
be cbnsidered for another week. He
protested most vigorously.

The motion carried on a vote of 17 to
15.

It was

First Readings.

Mr. McInnes introduced the Municipal®
Clauses Act Bill, and it was read a first
time.

The same course was taken with the
{ Finance Minister’s bill amending the
Farme1s’ Institute and Co-Operation
Act.

Out of Order,

The Speaker ruled the petition from

Extension out of order.
Correspondence,

The Chief Commissioner submitted the
correspondence touching the construction
of the Coast-Kootenay railway.

The House adjourned at 6 o’clock.

Press Gallery, May 9th.

The acute political situatior of the last
two weeks seems 1o have reached a
crisis, and this afternoon there was
ample evidence that matters had reached
a stage when the deadlock willi have to
be ‘broken. The government now must
either get support from the opposition, or
drop the railway bill, and the latter
would terminate the political career of
Col. ‘Prior, as -the latter was elected
here on the distinct understanding that
a binding contract was signed for the
construction of the Canadian Northern.

To secure Mainland support for the
{ Canadian Northern, the government tied
{up with it an agreement with McLean
' Brothers to build the Coast-Kootenay
road, but instead of this helping matters
i its proved a boomerang. Prior to letting
the contract the Olalla Copper Company,

of New York, vouched for by the Royal |

i Bank there, agreed to build for a less
cash subsidy than the McLeans, minus
the land grant of a million acres granted
‘the McLeans. The government never
" acknowledged the receipt of this, and Mr.
; Oliver, who was in a measure sponsor of
the Olalla offer, made this' the occasion
of his great split with the Martin-Duns-
muir party.

But others were unsatisfied, and rumor
attributes to two of the government's
own supporters, the final straw which
threatens to break their backs. All along
the government have assured Mr, Elli-
ksuu, of Yale, that there would be a sub-
sidy for the Vernon-Midway line, and a
similar assurance was made Mr. Clifford,
of Cassiar, that land subsidy would be
given the Kitimaat-Hazeiton line. These
members, it is said, threatened to bolt,
and at noon the Premier admitted the
ministry was having a hard time,

Before the House met this afternoon
the Premier summoned Mr. McBride,
leader of the opposition, to a conference,
and it is said he did not disguise the fact
that he realized he was beaten and sub-
mitted certain terms. These are to be
discvssed by the opposition at a caucus
to-night, Mr. McBride meeting him the
length of consenting to no sitting of the
House to-night. The disposition of the
opposition generally is one of uncom-
promising hostility, and it is not likely
to entertain the suggestion of a com-
promise,

Minister of Finance Prentice is
disposed to herolc measures. He offers
to bring the Railway bill down on Mon-
day,’and to make a final test of the re-
lative strength on that measure, the un-
derstanding being that if the government
is successful the obstruction of supply be
dropped, while if unsuccessful they will
vacate for the opposition. The final
course will be decided upon before .Mon-
day.

The House opened this afternoon at
2.25.
Settlers’ Rights.

The debate on Mr, Hawthornthwaite’s
motion re Settlers’ Rights was resumed.
Messrs. Green, Helmcken and Curtis tak-
ing up the discussion. The two former
members dealt briefly with the resolu-
tion, which both gentlemen supported
ardently.

Mr, Curtis,

Mr., Curtis took occasion, during a
speech strongly supporting the resolution
to pay his compliments to Mr. McInnes.
That gentleman was fond of saying that
he was an ardent goverament supporter
and that they had to dance to the music
which he piped. He had declared that
Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s resolution was
ireffectual. Why did he not then offer an
amendment making the resolution effec-
tual? Why did he not offer the resolu-
tion' he did last year which was ruled out
cf order. If Mr. Mclnnes would do so
Mr. Curtis would offer that resolution,
and if Mr. Mclnnes would endorse it
the government would have to pass it and
they would have to give the settlers their
rights within a few months. Would he
move it? (Addressing Mr. McInnes.)

Mr, McInnes—You can do just as you
like,

Mr. Curtis said he would move it any-
way, and he therefore moved that Mr.
Hawthornthwaite’s motion as follows:

“Whereas certain persons who settled
upon government lands located within
the present Bsquimalt & Nanaimo Rail-
way land belt have been deniedn-§i some
coses their land, in others .the cdal and
base minerals under their lands; and

“Whereas the Dominion government in

1897 issued a commission to T, G. Roth- '

well, Faq., of Ottawa, to inquire fully
into the matter, and the said T, G. Roth-
well, after a full inquiry, at which all
persons interested were represented by
counsel, reported that the claims of the
said settlers were well founded; and

“Whereas the provincial government
issued a commission to Hon, KEli Harri-
son, jr., in 1900, to inquire into the mat-
ter, and the sdid Hon, Eli Harrison, jr.,
after inquiry into the matter, but with-
out the aid of counsel, reported against
the claims of the settlers; and

“Whereas the claims of the said set-
tlers should be adjusted;

“Be it therefore resolved, That in the
opinion of this -House the government
should take their grievances into im-
mediate consideration,

Be amended by striking out the words
“their grievances into immediate con-
sideration,” and substitute the following:
“immediate steps to grant the said
settlers their rights.”

The Speaker ruled this out of order,

Mr, McBride,

Mr. McBride complimented Mr. Haw-
thornthwaite on the ability and fairness
with which he had dealt with the whole.
matter. That these people had a griev-
ance was undoubted, and the trouble in
the past seemed to be whether the rem-
edy therefor, lay in the Dominion or the
local parliament,

He could not accept when such z
strong case had been made out, the mere
statement that the government would
take the matter into their serious con-

Dominion government it should consti-
tute one of the demands for better terms.
The absence of any reference to the mat-
ter in the application for better terms
proved that the government realized that
it was a provincial matter.

He regretted that Mr. MecInnes should
lend his wit and cunning to attempt to
belittle the meritorious efforts of Mr.
Hawthornthwaite on behalf of the set-
tlers. He attributed the attitude of Mr.
MeclInnes to local jealousy, and regretted
he should have .prostituted his great
gifts to such an ignoble purpose,

Mr, Hunter.

Mr, Hunter said that matters had come
to his knowledge regarding the leader of
lowed to present it.
the opposition in regard to the foreshore
debate which he held should bring the
blush of shame to his cheek were he
(Mr. Hunter) allowed to present them.

Mr, McBride at once challenged the
member for Cariboo to present all he
knew, and waived all objection. THus
challenged, Mr. Hunter’s bluff-was call-
ed, and he subsided.

Continuing, Mr, Hunter thought the
only ‘céurse for the local House to pro-
ceed was to urge the claims of these
settlers on the Dominion government.

Capt. Tatlow,

Capt. Tatlow added his tribute of ad-
miration to Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s pre-
sentation of the case. In his parlia-
mentary experience he had not heard as
eloquent or as forcible a speech, and he
doubted if a more eloguent one had ever
been given in the British Columbia legis-
lature.

Capt. Tatlow said Mr. Hoggzan and
others had waited on Mr, McInnes to
bring settlers’ rights before the Domin-
ion House. Mr, McInnes flatly refused.
Through the efforts of Geo. R. Maxwell
the matter was brought to the attention
of Hon, Clifford Sifton, and Commis-
sicner Rothwell appointed.

territory, and had taken steps to do so,
backed it was said by the C. P, R., with
whom the Kettle River railway worked.

Mr, Justice Walkem had granted an
order whereby the Attorney-General be-

|

|

came a party to this action on his own'

behalf. Personally he was not bound to !
become such a party, and should not |
have done so unless it was highly im- |
portant to do so. Yet the Dominion At- |
torney-General had appeared before the
judge and had urged his appointment
There were no pressing circumstances,
and the proof of this was that after the
deputation had waited on the Attorney-
General he receded from the action. The {
Attorney-General had asked the court |
to issue this notice ex parte without any
notice. That order, granted March 14th, |
was carried around in the pockets of the
counsel for the Kettle River railway
until April 20th, yet no notice was
given,

He defied the Attorney-General to!
give any good reason why an ex parte ;
order of this kind should have been |
sought and all work stopped. Nor was'
the judge without responsibility in the
metter. The V. V. & E. had expended
half a million dollars, yet all this was
tied up. The matter, too, was set for
May Gth, when all the judges were away,
and the matter could not be dealt with.

i | Even getting ex parte order the Attor-
This was unfortunate. |

ney-General should have done the de-
cent thing and have notified the V., V.
& E.

The Attorney-General’s action was in

| sideration. If this matter lay with the * harmony with the government’s course.

They would not permit competition with
the V., V. & E. Strange to say the
Attorney-General knew more about what

| the Boundary people needed than they

themselves. In a speech in the theatre
he had declared the building of the V., |

"'V, & B. could not possibly do any good

to British Columbia.

The speaker disputed this.
line was built it would mean cheaper
coke to the people. Yet the Attorney-

General dictated as to what these people
wanted.

Once the

Another grievance he had againgt the
Attorney-General was that rights had to
be wrung from him by deputation. Why

! did he oppose competition to the C. P.

| R.?

His claim about our ores being

| taken down to ‘Northport was all moon-

It did not |

therefore appear that Mr, McInnes had |

been a very ‘ardent champion of
tlers’ rights.

He challenged Mr, Hunter to sub-
stantiate a word of his indefinite inuen-
does about the opposition in the fore-
skcre matter.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite,

Mr, Hawthornthwaite, concluding the
debate, thanked the members for the ap-
preciative remarks regarding his efforts
on behalf of the settlers. He congratu-
lated the government on their action.

set- |

shine, But even if it did, why should |
the mine owner be compelled not to ship
to the States, if they could get more for
their ores there. As well forbid the '
farmer of Manitoba to have his wheat
milled in the United States, The com-'
pany had beem obliged to buy the Man-
Iy ranch at $50,000 so as to get on wifth
their work. They had asked the Chief
Commissioner then if they could buy thée
government land, and this had been
promised, but had been followed by the
injunction he complained of. Had the
government not receded from their posi-
tion the people of the Boundary country,
he believed, would have laid those rails
themselves. He hoped this would be a
warning to the Attorney-General.
Mr. McPhillips,

Mr. McPhillips also thought it was
peculiarly unfortunate that the Attorney- |
General should have acted as he did in |
view of his strong political antagonism to
the V., V. & E. The public interest was '
not being affected injuriously, but was
being advantaged because J. J. Hill was .
building in the province at the expense '
of thousands of dollars. ' The matter in |
dispute was only $1,500. i

The Attorney-General, {

The Attorney-General said it was ‘not

| the intention of the government to inter-

tere with the V., V, & E., notwithstand- '
ing the suggestion that the Attorney-
General might be influenced by bias. He

said application. had repeatedly been |

| made to the government in the matter on
| the ground that the charter was not be- |

| with it.

Regarding the attack of Mr. McInnes, he !
had intended to devote twenty minutes '

to his case, which would have constitu-
ted an incident in that gentleman’s life.
However, ‘as he feared it might detract
fiom. the proper consideration of the
case he had decided to forego it.

The resolution passed unanimously.

Capt. Tatlow asked for the Green-
shields return.
< Steel Rails,

Mr. Garden, with the consent of, the
House, introduced an Act to Encourage
the Mannfacture of Steel Rails in Can-
ada. "Read a first time,

Fernie Townsite.

The Chief Commissioner presented the
letter of instructions’ to Joshua Davies
regarding the Fernie townsite matter.

Return,

The Finance Minister presented a re-
turn of the amounts paid Mr, . Green-
shields during the last six months, and
the amount given him.

The Vogle Case,

The Finance Minister also read a let-
ter from Dr. Manchester, of the New
Westminster asylum, denying that Vogle,
of Rossland, whose case was before the
House some days ago was undoubtedly
insane.

Mr. Curtis thanked the Finance Min-
ister for his promptness in inquiring into
the matter. He never intended reflect-
ing on the asylum authorities, but merely
wanted to elucidate the facts.

V., V. & E. Case,

Mr. Curtis moved: “That an humble
address be presented to. His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor, requesting him to
have a return made to this House of all
orders in council, correspondence and
documents relating to the honorable thée
Attorney-General of British Columbia
becoming a party in his own right, and
also on behalf of the Kettle River Val-
ley Railway Company, in an action
which has been begun in the Supreme
court of British Columbia, wherein the

. Attorney-General of British Columbia,

and the Attorney-General of British
Columbia on behalf of the Kettle River
Valley Railway Company are plaintiffs,
and the Vancouver, Victoria & Eastern
Railway & Navigation Company are de-
fendants.”

Mr,. Curtis said the V,, V., & E.
claimed a Dominion charter, and was
building from Cascade to Grand Forks.

A charter to a rival company had
been granted by the House and by the
Dominion. This rival line, the Kettle
River Railway Company, were desirous
of excluding the V., V. & E, from that

ing respected. He had always advised |
the government to have nothing to do”
They were asked a dozen times !
to become a party to an action and had ;
absolutely declared he would not be a‘
party to it unless ordered to do so by the |
court, Application was not made by his

! department, but by the parties aggrieved, !
and his deputy only attended. 'The order j the aiinual conference misslonary Cominit-

[

b

was not made in private.

Mr. McPhillips asked if the Attorney-'
General had told his deputy to oppose
the application. |

The Attorney-General said his instrue- .
tions were to consent to nothing,

Mr. McPhillips—Do I understand then
ithat the order was resisted?

The - Attorney-General—I understand
S0, '

Mr, Curtis asked if at the original ap- |
plication it was not made on behalf otl
the Attorney-General-

The Attorney-General said the appli-’
cation wus made by Mr, Clement, ‘
Mr, McPhillips persisted in his ques-
tion whether the deputy was instructed
to opposc the orcer being made? |

The Attorney-General could not re-|
member. :

At this point a page entered and laid
on the desk of Mr, McPhillips a magni-
ficent bouquet, at which there was loud
applause.

!

the House, '
with an apology for the personal refer-
ence, the card on the bouquet which ex-
pressed the appreciation of the ladies of
Victoria for his manly stand on the rail- :
way question, He expressed his thanks
in suitable terms.

This moved the soul of Mr, Rogers, of
Cariboo, who said he thought the ladies
of Victoria had more sense, and he
thought it was a man’s work.

The opposition met this with cries of
“Shame,” “Withdraw, Cariboo,” and
Mr, McPhillips put in a gallant word or
two in championship of his fair admir-
ers, Mr. Oliver adding that Mr; Rogers
must be a bachelor,

Mr, Curtis asked if there was any-
thing in the order compelling the At-
torney-General to join on his own part.

Proceeding, the Attorney-General said
the deputation was received by Mr. Me-
Neill, the solicitor for the V., V. & K.,
and they had expressed themselves as
satisfied with his act. 3

Mr. Curtis asked how the Attorney-
General could have been added without
some one appearing in court and formal-
ly making application.

The Attorncy-General again denied
that he had issued such instructions, and
Mr, Martin wanted to know if the plain-
tiff was an applicant on his own. rizul,
The Attorney-General said he  believed
so, but as soon as he found it he issued
irstructions against it.

The Attorney-General also repudiated

| relator.

| subsequently the

: use of his name,

| they thought they could carry.
‘decent way for them to do was to re-

! fifteen dollars.
‘not at all well, and in a short time after

the suggestion of political consideratiom
influencingl him.

Mr, Martin,

Mr. Martin held the facts were-differ-
ent from what was stated by the mem-
ber for Rossland. The order of March
20th brought the Attorney-General in as
He thought it would have been
wiong for the deputy to oppose it. Bat
what he could not understand was chat
Attorney-General be-

ame a party to the suit under sectiom
4, an entirely difféerent section, where he
acts for himself.

That appointment was made by
Messrs, Cowan and Millar. Did they
do so on behalf of the Attorney-General?
If so, they had no instructions to do S0,
and acted very improperly. Otherwise

! he couldn’t see what grounds of

com:
plaint Mr, Curtis had against thz%
torney-General’s department. H D~
held the Attorney-General’s course,
Mr. Curtis said what he gathered frons
the Attorney-General's remarks led him
to believe that he was represented im
both capacities under sections 4 and 5.
He denied that the Attorney-General had
taken steps to refuse the unwarranted
He did not even ex-
pressly deny yet that he knew of am

! order being taken out. If Messrs. Cowamr

and Millar did do that without authority,
the Attorney-General should have made

; it warm for them. They did know that
; the Attorney-General retused to have his

name in his own right taken off these
proceedings until the Kettle river coun-
sel were present. He (Mr., Curtis) was

, anything but satisfied.

Had the proceedings gone adversely to
the Kettle river people and damages
been incurred the province would have
been liable,

The government should
agreed to an ex parte order.

not have
The other

| side at least should have been notified.

The injunction had now been dissolver.
by Mr. Justice Irving, who held the At-
torney-General had no right to impeaek
the charter of the V., V. & E., a Dom-
inion charter.

He was sorry the Attorney-General had
not made out a better justification of his
conduct, and had tried to make tne
House believe that he did not appear im
the matter at all except by order of the
court.

The motion was then put and earried.

Adjourns Till Monday,

The Premier moved the
of the House till Monday.

Mr, Oliver protested, and. contraste®
the government’s attitude with their at-
titude on April 29th and May 6th, whem
it was necessanyy for the business of the
country the House should be kept up
all night. He defied the Premier to give
a reason why the House would not sit
to-night. If he thought the country did
not know what was behind this they
they were greatly mistaken. They had
tried three railway propositions, and ther
real reason of this adjournment was that
tbey wanted to bring down one whiche
The onky

adjournmeng

sign.
The House then adjourned.

WORK COMPLEZED.

Methodist District Meeting Finished Its
Work Yesterday at Nanaimeo.

At yesterday afternoon’s session of the
Methodist- district meeting at Namakmo, J.
Alfred Seymour was received on triil as &
candidate for the Methodist ministry, and
placed on the list of probatiouners,

W. Gordon Tanner, B. A., and Fred. S.
Okeil, who Lave been for several years em
such  probation, were examined and ad-

: vanced a stage in their standing.

The district meeting elected W. W. Baer
to be its representative on the' stationing
committee of the annual conference.

Rev. R. N. Powell and N. Shakespeare
were elected to the Sabbath school commit-
tee of the conference, and Rev. W. MR
Schlichter and L. M. Okell to 'the Ep-
worth League committee.

Twelve laymen were also elected to at-
tend the conference. -

8. Gough was elected t6 membership im-

tee, whieh committee apportion to the vari-
ous domestic missions the amount of money
placed at its disposal by the Missionary
Soelety.

Rev. Robt. Wilkinson was :elected to the
sustentation fund committee.

These elections were followed by discus-
slon of ;ways and means for advancing the
work of the Methodist chureh within the
district, and several resolutions were passed
embodying reeommendations to the eonfers
ence to be held In Vanconver next week.

REUBEN DRAPER

FEW MEN HAVE SUCH A THRILEL~-
ING EXPERIENCE.

A Quebec Gentleman Who Relates am
Interesting Story of a Narrow Kscape
—Happy Deliverance Just in the Niek
of Time.

Bristol, Que., May 9.—~8pecial)—There
are nNOot many men or women alive to-day-
who have passed through such a ter--
rible trial as Mr, R. Draper of thiss
place. Mr., Draper says:

“About four years ago I was taken il

| with what I thought was Gravel.

“I was suffering great pain so I sent=
for the doctor, he gave me some medi—
cine and said he would call again.

“He came twice more and charged mo-
I was a little better but

1 took another bad spell.

“This time I sent for another doctor,
with about thé same results, only I was
getting weaker all the time.

“Then a man advised me to try Dodd’s
Kidney Pills, for he said they had cured
his mother.

“I thought I would try them and I gokt
a box and commenced to take them right
away. s

“In just one week after I had takem
the first dose, I passed a stone as large
as a bean, and in four days after I pass-
ed another about the size of a grain of
barley.

“This gave me great relief and I com-
menced to feel better at once.

“The improvement continued and T
gained strength very rapidly until in a °
short time I was as well as ever, L

“This is over four years ago, and I
have not had the slightest return of the
trouble since, so that I know now that
my cure was an absolute and permanent,
one.”
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