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RUMORS OF
CRONJE SURRENDER

And Relief. of La&ysr,hith Current in Durban,
but No Confirmation Has Been Re-
ceived in London

NEGOTIATING “THE CAPE BOERS

Who Are Willing to Lay D wn Their Arms—Will;
Be Off r d Lenient Terms—Situation at
Paardeberg.

(Associated Press.)

London, Feb, 24.—The dispatch from
Paardeberg, dated ‘Thursday, 22nd,
made -public this afternoon, shows that
the position of Cronje, apparently, had
not changed for the better or worse up
to ‘Thursday, and confirmation of the
Durban report announcing Cronje’s sur-
reder is eagerly awaited.

At this hour the war office
news, and it is regarded as a curious
fact that the first news of surrender
should have come from there.

The arrival of the British supply col-
umn at Paardeberg may have given Rob-
erts the opportunity to resume his fierce
attack on Cronje’s laager, for doubtless
he canmot keep up the vigorous cannon-
ade with which he started.

May Starve Them Out.

has mno

The long wait may be;due to a deter-
mination to starve out Gen, Cronje’s gal-

lant force.
Other Paardeberg dispatches says the ;|

Lord Roberts is ready to meet all the
reinforcements.
The Cape Boers.
From Gen. Buller there is nothing '
new, but the retreat of Cronje seems to

be having an effect on the Cape Boers,i
as a dispatch says they have opened ne-
Bra-
bant is ‘treating with them and, in def-:

gotiations for submission. Gen.

erence to the wishes. of -the governor of

Cape Colony, is offering lenient terms,i
and in the meanwhile ceasing offensive

operations,
Opperations Near Arundel.

A special dispatch from Arundel, un-
der the date of February 23rd, says:
“The Boers have formed a strong force
seven miles west of .here.
ents has kept up a séarching fire on their
kopjes.
before sunset.”

Boer Reports,

A war builetin, published in Pretoria |

on February 22nd, said communication

with Gen. Cronje was still open on Feb- ::
21st, and that reports of heavy |

ruary
fighting occurred east..of Gen. Cronje’s
laager had been received.
Burghers Lose Heavily.
A Sterskstroom dispateh of February

23rd says a British refugee from Heidel-

berg asserts that the Boers have admit-
ted losing! 500 men in the assault on
Ladysmith on January 6th, and that it |
was true that Gen. Joubert was no long-
er in command.
Free Staters were flogged for cowardice
after the battle of Belmont.

British Casualties,

The ‘British casualties at Koodersberg
Drift on February 7th, and Klip Kraai
on Febrnary 16th, were 7 officers wound-
ed 4 men killed and 96 wounded.

—o—-
BOER PRISONERS.
PRSI
Ninety-Five Captured Near Paardcberg
—No Chainge in the Situation,
.._-..o.---
‘aardeberz, Feb, 22,—There is little
e in the situation. There was in-
termittent shelling to‘day and during the
bt @ large supply colwmn arrived.
s reported 2,000 Boérs are operat-
rthwards of this place.
rday evenimg, after thg Jast gun
been fired, the Shropshires rushed
rd 200 yards further tosvards the

. Boer plight 18" athik W,‘;Jid;-wlﬂ

bed of the riverland foundl a mumber of |

Boer dead. "

Gen. Irench captured 75 more prison-
ers. Gordon and a pauao) on the west-
ward side took 30 men,

e
BULLER’S DISPATCH.
A8 Wit
Three Officers Killed land
Wounded on Tuesday,'
MHESET DT
24.—The war office re-
ceived to-day from Gen. Buller a list of

London, Feb,

the casualties resulting from the fighting

of Feéb. 22nd as follows:

Killed—Lieut. the Hom. R. Catheart,
son of Lord Catheart, of the Rifle Bri-
gade, . Lieuts. ‘Coe and Parker, of the
Lancashire Regiment,

‘Wounded—TFourteen officers, including

Major-General Wynne and ol Harfis,

i of the East Surreys.

General Buler concludes: “O\\i@g to
the continuous. fighting it is unptf&:ble
at present ta.give “the 'nuwbet“«' men:

killed-cr Wounded:

FROM DIJRBAN AN AND BERLIN.

Oae Runor Says Cron;c Has Swrrendered and
Another That He ie Turough Brit-
tish Lines.

Durban, Feb, 23.—The rumor gains
credence that Ladysmith has. been re-
lieved. It .is also reported that Gen,
Cronje has surrendered with 8,000 men,

and ‘that Kitchener has been s.'xghtly
wounded in the left arm.

. Crowds throng the streets singing and
cheering because of the supposed vie-
tory.

One thousand seven hundred Boers

.‘bave been killed or wounded. The lat-
Gen. Clem-~ |

ter, it is reported, including Gen. Cronje.
B-rlin, Feb. 24,—6:20 p.m.—Several

| newspapers ‘here announce that they
We expect to take their position

learn. from -private ‘sources that Gen.
Cronje has succeeded in forcing his way

! through the British lines.

Y R
FLED EASTWARDS

Boers Did Not Walt at Kimberley to

Meet French’s Column,
POl
Capetown, Feb. 23.—Aeccounts

from
Reuter’s

correspondent at XKimberley

. gives an insight into the trials of the

| garrison.

They are in brief as follows:

January 11th—Scurvy attacks the na-
tives alarmingly. They are dying fast.
The anti{Scorbutes are exhausted. - Vine
cuttings are being tried in lien of green

i food

Januvary 1‘7th—Tvph01d is very preval-
ent. Neglect to boil the water is the
probable cause. (

January 13th—Fifty typhoid cases in

? the hospitals.

He added that some |

Jannary 16th—The military authorities
have commandeered all the food stuffs

; and other stores. Leave hag been grant-
' ed to the inhabitants to 'shoot small birds

for food.
January 17th—The “mules slaughtered
are pronounced.superior to horse flesh.
Jannary 20th—Five hundred : shells
noured into the town at hap-hazard. The
hospital, deurvy grounds and residents
rereive proper attention due the defenders
each morning.
January 25th—A
shelter
garden,
February 11th—Twenty-five hundred
Wwomen and children: were lowered into
the mines throughout the = night. The

family shell-proof
has been . dug in' mearly every

men are also selecting 'places of safety :

Feb. 15.—All morning there was heavy
crossfire on the British oceupying Alex-
anderfontein, The hundred-ponnder and
shrapnel are hursting over Iimberley,
Evervone is Ivine low. The shops and
banks were closed this afternoom. There

~was a kaleidescopie change. Helio sic-

nals were observed announnecing General
French’s anproach  towards Kimberley.
('londs of dust with the rapid advamce of
the cavalry were then seen, and slm)ﬂ-
taneously the enemy was’ observed Im-

i TN A P b P i S o

Fourteen, |

s e S {14 B R A A S TS U AT R A S TSI P

 bering up and fleeing eastwards. The
| glad tidings spread with marvellous rap-
iidity. From all directions mounted and
unmounted men hastened to see the relief
column. Those remaining hoisted fiags,
and there was a universal feeling of joy
and thankfuless, :
e
EXCITEMENT IN LONDON.

O g
Rumors Current that Cronje Has Sur-
rendered—Where Are¢ the Big
Guns?

describe the big city as being wrought
up to a high state of excitement over the
war news from Africa,

tight fix in which Roberts had placed
Cronje, came a brief -story which added
to the excitement. This was to the ef-
fect. that whien Gen. Cronje h:g’ found :
1t impossible to. ‘onger. endure the mur-.
| derous fire ot% oppoment@ be had lain
down his arms,

Up to an early hour thi.s morning,
however, there was no official confirma- °

fice. It served, however, to whet the
«evutememt and the strects of London

! wene thromged with people iwho rushed ,
| to the war office and to the new: spaper
The mili-

i offices to see if it 'were true.
| tary clubs were fiTled with members all
eagerly discussing the rumor.

One point which is not understood is
j the silence of Cronje's guns. The Brit-
i ish batteries are firing at close range,
whichi were at

{
|
|
]
{

i whereas the big guns,

| Magersfontein, ought to enable Cronje |
Apparently his ;

to make a good defience.
| gins are ‘not with him.
—-C»A

CROXNUE’S POSITION.,

| Interview With a  Bloemfontein Mer-
i chant Who Has Arrived in New
t York.

| —O0—
New York, Feb. 24 —Philip L. Wes- '
sels, a merchant 'of Bloemfontein, Orange
i F'ree State, has arrived in New York to
! help‘the Boers’ cause. ‘He comes on the
advice of his government, and is mak-
img his headquarters with George W.
Vansicklen, president of the American
Boer counecil, Tpm an interview lto-day

i Wessels said:

“Commandant Cronje has about 10,-
men. - As nearly as,I can determine
from d.spatches, he is mow a few miles
west of the Koodesrand, His position
is not a very good ome. The dispatches
indicate that he is surrounded@ by the
Pritish and that he has taken a position
on the Modder River. The bed to the
Modder River at that point is abow 300
. feet wide. The banks rise abruptly to
a height of from 20 to 300 feet, and they
are covered. with a thick growth of wil-
lows and mimosa trces. At this time
of the year the river is almost dry. In

s M‘#imc -its. hed: are greap-rocks .and- deep wel’%«

. of water. The high banks prevent the !

i Pritish from using their artillery to the |

best advantage, while the rocks afford
: (vx(;ellent protection ta the Boer miarks-
- men,

i “If Cronje has reached the Kooders-
rand his position is as strong as could
:be. It is from this hill that the farm
. of my father-imlaw takes its name, I
;' know every inch of it. It is stronger, In
;natural fortification, than in any other
part of the country. Tt is four miles
long and two to three miles wide. It

i
i

.__o,-——
New York, Feb. 24.—London (:abIeS'

On top of the reports describing the

tion of this news by the British war of- |

Wwith ‘the object of stemming the  ad-
vance of Lord Roberts.

Londop, Feb. 24.—A Pietermaritzburg
dispatch to the Daily Telegraph, -dated
Thursday, says: “Fighting is proceeding
in the v1cm1t) of Pieters this morning,
Gen. Bullcr’s advance being opposed by
big zuns and rifle fire.”

Big Guns at Work,

Loudon, Eeb. —A dispatch to the
Oml‘ (_hronlce from Cheveley dated

22nd, says: “At dawn Tuesday we found
th.xt the Boers had vaeated all posmons
south of the Tugela, and were in posi-
tions along the hil's ‘midway between
Ladysmith and the river, and making a
determined stand.

““I'he-Creusete guns were in action, Al
the British naval and others heavy guns
were brought to bear on ‘the new posi-
tions, and we believe that this show of
Boer strength was onﬂy intenéed to

*‘Yest!"*d‘“ “(We&mduy) the Baezs
were retiring all - day. = Gen. Bnller
centinues to harass them compeﬂmg
<the Boers to give v&ay«

BOBR YEBSI,O,.\*

—_——
Of the Fighting in the Orange Free
State.

—_— O -

London. Feb. 23.—Pretoria bulletins
‘give the Boer version of the fighting in
iiOrange Frée State, and mention engage-
.merts between Paardeberg and Bloem-
fontein' not hitherto reported, Petrushnrg
is some 30 miles east of Paardeberg. The
butetins say:

Pretoria. Feb, 21.—At Petrudburg
cannon firing commrnced at € in the
A big fight was expectod to-
"Dewet telegraphed from Petrus-

| ‘morning,
I day.

. burg that all was quiet exceptinz soveral |

| cannon shots and small skirmishes. Yes-
terday ‘evening the British stormed
! federal positions ns far as Schauser. but
[ were driven lback. A message from Gen.
| Ofonje is to the effect that his loss yes-
. terday wwas 14 killed ‘and wounded.
Pretoriz, Feh. 22.—Deowet’s loss was
nil.'Commandant Fronoman reports that
from Feh, 15th to Feb. 20th he was al-
most swrrounded by British at the Mod-
der River, ‘when with a small number of
men he broke through the river. On
Sunday there was a heavy fight. The
British prepared to layv
Boer laager. with fightine general. Yo
were surrounded by 2.200 British five
miles from the chief langer.s At nicht
weé cut through with the loss of seven
dead and sixteen wounded. The loss to
the British was heavy. Yesterdav we
c¢ut our way through
wao was in  the neizhborhood. Fifty-
three prisoners formerlv taken have heen
forwarded. It s reported that the Br't-
ish were attacking Koodoosrand yester-
dnv with infantrylapd lancers, but were
driven back.

L —

W STORS IN OHIO.

Q o__-
(Asrociated " Press.)

Cleveland, Ohio, {Feb, 24.—One of the
fiercest storms of the winter prevailed
throughout northern Ohio to-day.” A
forty mile gale from the northwest was
accompanied by a heavy driving smow,
causing big drifts to form everywhere.

London
is Relieved

News From Africa Di:pe ses the !
‘Gloom Which Has Clouded
the Metr polic.

Lord Foberts of K nd.har is
the Hero of the

sieze to the -

to reach Dewet, !

t’mt has ‘made ‘the ‘Week ‘memorable {n
the' history of «Great Britain has, in
, Spite of the-heavy: casualties that accom-
panied ‘it, acted as an exhilarating tonic
‘upan the nation. Hand in' hand with
the relief of Kimberley and the daily
expected relief of L.adysmith, has come
the relief of -L.ondon. ‘With the fate of
these beleaguered-places off their minds,
Lordon has evolved itself from the de-
pressing gloom that for months has been
overhanging it. 'There is now talk of
balls, dinners and entertaining. = There
are brighter looks in the faces of erowds
that throng the sfreets, ‘and even the

woien seemed to bring out gayer gowns;
There.is to be

Something of a Season

aftar 2ll, and “Little Bobs” is the hero
of the hour.

Even at this stage of the war, which
can ccarcely be. considered much more
thaw initial from the British point of
view, he -would be granted every honor
in the people’s power to give, if only
public opinion and grdtitude became op-
erative. Above every ofher man and
every other circumstanee he stands out
from those grim happenings in Africa,
clothed in the halo of vietory. Loudly
he is hailed .as giving the living lie to
fhose who said that the pluck and brains
that made Great Britain victorious in
the Crimea, ig India . and in Afghanistan
had passed away from her. The cir-
cumstances of his
when ‘he subordinated

Qhe Greatest Personal Sorrow

" to the needs of the country, his feats on
the battle fie}ds of old, his tremendous
personal magnetism,” and his surprising
kindiiness and simplicity are all brought
into rapid review by means of eonversa-
tmn or the mewspapers, bafore the aver-.
‘agé Englislgman; ontil 71§ 1 small W{m~
der that the  hero of - Kandahar has
" reached that pinnacle where his courage
; wonld deny him nothing.

i Gen. Kitchener’'s automatic way of
doing things. and his hardness of heart
have been so much paraded before the
public since he first achieved greatness,
that -he has lost much of his popularity

{

sides rise precipitously with here and !

thhre & deep ravine, Tty centre is a
crater with deen ravines.
thousands of hiding places.
plenty of water.”

—aO

COL. 8. HUGHES

It offers

Jt offorg !

Appointed Deputy Adjutant-General 'atl

| Orange River,

- O
Toronto. Feb. 24.—Dr. Ryerson, Can-
adian Red Cross commissioner in Af-
rica, cabled from Orange River, under |
the dlate of February 22nd, thats Chap- !
lain Almond, Lient. ‘Laurie. Tieut, Bur- .

i

stall and Lieut. Willis, wounded in Sun- §

day’s battle, are convalescent. He adds

i that- Lieut.-Col. Sam Hughes has been !

i abpointed deputy
Orange River.
Foreign Attaches.

Lorenzo Marquez, Feb. 23 —The
French steamer Giromd has arrived here
bringing the American and French mili

tary attaches, hound for the Boer eamp. |
She also had on board 150 heterogeneous i

passengers, including 18 Montenegring in
their mational costume; all hound for the
Transvaal,
Proposed Naval Reserve.

London, Feb. 24.—Negotiations, it is
said, are in progress: for the formation of
a maval reserve in Canada. The diffi-
eulty created by the requirements of six
menths’ teaching 'in a mdn of ‘'war, being
one of the conditions of service in the
United Kingdom, it is thougbt will . be
overcome,

PSP Palie
. London, Feb. 24.—In

Balfour announced that no further news
regarding Genersl Cronje hdad beem re-
ceived by the government, He had'sent
to the war office at-that hour and had
‘been assured that nothing had. come to
hand there,

Gernieral Cronje, therefore, is unbeaten
still. No ‘other construction 'ecan’be
place@ upon the three days’ 'silence of
Lord Roberts,

Methuen at Kimberley,

Kimberley, Feb, 22-+Lord Methuen
arrived on'Tuesday. He will act as ad-
ministrator of /Kimhberley district, ex-
tending southward to Orange River.

Col. Kekewich wild remain in com-
mand of the local ‘forces.

The issue of siege soup ceases to-day.
There are 74 Boer prisoners here.

Flight of Boers,

Chieveley, Thursday, Feb. 22.—The
main body .of Beers: has fled, evidently

adjutant-general at |

o B S

the House - of | #
Commons at 12.30 -this morning Mr. |°

* PRICE BAKING:POWDER ©O.,
OHJOAGOD, .

Used in Miﬂions of Homes—40 Years the
standard, A Pure Cream of Tartar Powder,
-Supcrior to every other known. Makes
delicious cake and pastry, light, flaky biscuit,
._gnddle cakes ~ palatable and wholesome.

{.and women suffer the torture of Iitching

hurried departure, |

and, while he possesses the national con-
fidence to an

Aln ost Unequalied .Extent,

i it is patent that the nation as a whole

WOl‘ﬂd rather tha’ the opportunities fell
to “Bobs” than to - his iron w1lled chief

! of staff,

A cunous incident of the system that
prevails in the war office occurred this
week. Immediatély after the Queen’s
proclamation appealing to the patriotism
of hker old soldiers and asking them to
me-enlist umder the government’s new
plan to strengthen the army, was pub-
lished, there flocked to headquarters
{arge numlbers of men anxjous to answer
the Queen’s request. They were all
turned away beedwse the war office has
not yet issued any instructions regarding
the acceptance of such offers,

: i the m pro-
posals adopted by pnrhament
The death of Joseph Cowen, the coal
mine owner, member of parllament and
proprietor of the Newecastle Chronicle,
has removed one of the best known and
most remarkable figures in English life,
and ope of the most extraordinary men
in Europe. His. whole life and person-
ality teemed with vivid contrasts. He
was 2 millionaire, yvet dressed in slouchy
clothes, and as brilliant an orator as
ever held the House of Commons -in
preathless attention, vet of small sta-
ture and awkward gait., Cowen was

Naturally a Home Ruler,

yet none was meére potent or more often
quoted. in arguments furnished in favor
of the present war than the sentences
penned by Cowew shortly before “his
death, when be deelared that Great Bri-
tain was fighting to “prevent men of
British blood from being treated as
helots.” Many years ago he Tretired
from politics, owing to his independent
ideas, devoting his attention to his pa-
per, the Newecastle Chroniele, which
wielded a:most -as much political  in-
fluence in' the north country as Mr. Cow-
.en did when men pointed to him in the
House of Commons as the next Liberal
Prime Minister,

CANADIAN HRIEFS

e e
(Associated Press,)

Windsor, Feb, 4.—Capt.. Jas. Gour-
lay, weil-known on: the upper lakes, is
dead; aged 65 years.

Blackwater Feb.
son, aged 19, of Canmingtem; Russell
Luke, aged 18, ofl Greenbank, and Ger-
trude Lake, aged 10 years, of Pasco
Lake, were all burned to death “in the
house of Mr. Lake, at Pascoe Lake, on
Thursday morning.

Torcmto Feb 24 —-—Tne Massey-Har—
to restram the{ strlkars from intimidat-

violence towards the employees who are
willing to work for the company. The
company have found it almost impossible
to get men to replact the strikers.

E° Company, 48th Highlanders, has
volunteered for garrison duty as a unit,
should either the Dominion or Imperial
authorities require it.

peal this morning rendered judgment
coart, which deciared the Standard As-
the insurance of Isidore Poirier, the vie-

hig: wife, Cordelia Viau, and Sam Pars-
low were hanged.

TOOK CARBOLIC ACID,

Y
(Arsnciated FPrees.}

New York, Feb. 24.—Accused by her
husband of being faithiess, Mrs. Martha
Dittmeyer, a handsomie wrman of 20,
took carbolic acid
fatal results. Mr. Bittmever said she
left her home yesterday and returned
about midright, and when she attempted
to enter the home he locked the doors)
against her. Tater, screams in the cellar
aroused Dittmeyer, ' who found his
wife o1 the celiar floor with a bottle
labelled carbolic acid in her hands.

FOUND, DEAD.
0..._

‘annndmml I‘reeql
Geneva, N. Y., Feb. 24.—The body* of

; Mrs. Dem.s i ‘\IcCarthy, of this place,

was found this morning in Marsh creek.
Just how she ¢ame to her death is at

from her home to visit the grave of her
daughter, who = committed suicide by
drinking carbolic acid nine days ago.

FA‘SHIOVA,BLE MARRIAGE.,

fAssooTa-t?d— Prees.)

Washington, Feb. 24.—The ,Honorable
Lillian ' Pauncefote, daughter of Lord
Pauncefote, British ambassador to the
United ‘States, was married at high noon
to-day to Honorable Robert Bromley, of
Stoll. Hali, Newark, Nottinghamshire,
England :

PROF., BOYER DEAD.,

Chicago,. Feb., 24'.-Prof. E. R, Boyer,
director of the Chicage College of Peda-

| gogy, died here this morning of pneu-
Prof, Boyer was well known in

monia,
educational circles.

‘SIR HIBBERT TUPPER.

g o
Ottawa, Feb. 24.—Sir Hibbert Typper
is spoken of here as likely to enter pro-
vincial *politics and Jedd the Conserva-
tives,

ARE YOU ONE OF THEM.

--——o_—
Statistics show that 25 per cent. of men

* piles, Investigatioch proves that Dr. A.
i W. Ohase'’s  Qintmént has hever yet fulled

te cure itching pties, ‘and all of thiege men

 and women could end thelr suﬂerlngs at

' once by uslng it.

»

; Sf'ores of thonsands
have been cured by this treatment, ln‘wr:-
bedy can e cured In the same way.

24.—-Wes.ey| Hodg- :

injunction

ing, molesting, or asihg or threatening

Montreal, Feb. 24.—The court of ap-
sustaining the decision of the superior .
surance Companv was oblized to pay:

tim of .the St. Canute tragedy. for which’

““fHi§  morning with

present unknown. S&he was on the way -

A i R N

T

SR

T TR R b | e B A AN




