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THE SCHOOL QUESTION.

At the instance of the Grecnway gov- |

ernment the Maunitoba legislature has

question. .
was that further time 1s necessary, and
Attorney-General Sifton

}v sayving that “‘the remedial order as sub-

; . sthe ini government in- | . %
mitted by ‘the Dominion gove | gin of a million and a half unaccounted

volved a return to the old system, and
this they did not propose to do. There
were also a great many other phases of
the question, and further time must be

taken for consideration.” It is interest- |
ing to compare this announcement  of |

: have been in the aggregate much less
'in amount than the surplusses—have

Mr. Sifton’s with the utterances of Arcn-
bishop Langevin, of St. Boniface, in an

address lately delivered at the seminary |

in Montreal. The Archbishop said:
“We will try to crush under foot the .in-
iquitous law which has sought to deprive
as of our rights. We will not accept half
measures. We will maintain and exact
the liberties to which we are entitled
under the British flag. We are not

slaves, nor are we the sons of slaves, and |

our fathers never wore the yoke. They

were vanquished, but they were not con-
quered. The Catholics of Manitoba will ‘
i day we showed that if the Mackenzic

%fzovernment had raised the tariff to the
Quebec are seated at the banquet table. |

never consent to accept crumbs ‘in mat-
ters of education while the Protestants of

No, never. I belong to no political par-

ty, and Iwant peace in this country. T_h_e ;
school question, I declare, is not a politi- |
cal one and we may well appeal to all ‘]

well-thinking men to uphold our rights. " gans pat Mr. Foster on the back with

1 do not now appeal merely to the jus-

tice of the men of Quebec, but to the citi- | *=¢ ¢ ;
! ening the taxation at the time of the de-

zens of every province in the confeder:}-
tion; to all wno want justice to preva.xl
and peace to be maintained in their

will encourage us to keep up the fight
in the interests of the people of this
country, which we all know has a great
future before it. Sparta had no stone
walls, but it could point to the serried
ranks of its young men. Montreal is in

the same position to-day and the sym- |
pathy of its young men will help the\:
catise of education in Manitoba. The
ties binding the far west to the good old '

yince of uebec are stronger than ; .
e el e ! worst of his years, while Mr. Foster
. finds himself $4,500,000 short in his ac- |

| counts this year. It -needs but little

ever, Ultimately justice and right will
triumph and then your brothers of Red
River and Saskatchewan will be happy
in the enjoyment of liberty and institu-
tions similar to those of Quebec will be
flourishing.”

The attorney-general, speaking on Dbe-
half of the government, says there will
not be a return to the old system, as re-
quired by the remedial order. The Arch-
bishop, speaking for the church, says

nothing else will be accepted. It seems '

plain that the two parties have taken up | :
irreconcilable attitudes and are likely to : ed. Ifl these days the people pay a high-
s i er tribute to the Red Parlor than to the

maintain them, The question must there-
fore of necessity come up in the Domin-
ion parliament.

ATTEMPT TO MUZZLE THE CO-
LUMBIAN.

The New Westminster Columbian has
been threatened with an action for libel
by Mr. James Fitzsimmons, the deputy
warden of the penitentiary, whose rein-
statement after suspension, or dismissal,
has caused general disgust in the prov-
incé. To use a fitting if inelegant ex-
pression, Fitzsimmons has a great deal of
*gall.”” The Columbian does not seem
to be very much scared by the threat,
and promises to make the trial, if the
threat should ever be carried that far,
quite as interesting for the deputy war-
den as the investigation that led to his
suspension. Our contemporary says:

“While we are sorry, on Mr. Fitzsim-
mons’ account (against whom we enter-
tain no personal feelings of any kind),
that he has decided to subject himself to
the painful ordeal of an open trial in
court—besides  which the comparatively
sequestered inquisition of the royal com-
mission will be felt to be a very mild
purgatory indeed—we cannot but rejoice,
as a public journal, conducted in the pub-
lie interest, that we are to have such an
unexampled opportunity as' Mr. Fitzsim-
mons proposes to give us to thoroughly
ventilate and expose the scandalous “job”
of his reinstatement, and all the actors
(“high, low, jack and the game”) in it.
We promise that the exposure shall be
made as exhaustive and interesting as
possible; and, while we have founded our
stictures chiefly upon evidence produced
at the royal commission—which was suf-
ficiently sensational and damning to sat-
isfy the most exacting—new fields can be
explored at an open ‘trial, which will
vield disclosures that will not detract
from the interest of the investigation or
lessen the condemnation of the chief act-
ors in the whole scandalous affair. In
case Mr. Fitzsimmons or his solicitor
should have any doubts about our ad-
dress, we are still doing business at the
old stand.” -

CUSTOMS TAXATION.

The News-Advertiser has been looking
into the Dominion public accounts and
Mr. Foster’s statements, and comes to
some very sage conclusions. One is that
the deficits of the past and current years
are due to diminished customs receipts—
a conclusion that nobody has ever
thought of disputing, Another of its
discoveries the News-Advertiser puts in
this way:

“Nor would the reduction in the

particularized !

amount of the imports, due to the géner-
al depression and the economies which
are being practised by the people, have
caused a deficit had the scale of duties
remained at what it was previous to the
fiscal yvear 1892-3. A reference to one

| single article of import will prove this.

In 1891, before the reduction of the duty
on sugar, the revenue from that alone
was the large sum of $2,984,747. In

i T 1894 the revenue on sugar only
turther adjourned until June 13th its sit- :
ine for the consideration of the school millions of dollars were saved to the
une - he government | consumers and, of course, lost to the fed-
[he plea of the g { eral treasury.”

amounted to $22,230, so that nearly three

We may be allowed to point out that
the deficit for this year is $4,500,000 as
per Mr. Ifoster's estimate, leaving a mar-

for by the removal of the sugar duties.
But that is only by the way. The News-
Advertiser continues:

“The simple facts, which cannot be con-

troverted. show that the deficits of the
present government—which, by the way,

been caused by the lightening of taxa-
tion. Mr. Foster has pointed out that

i while the Liberals were in office the re-

peated deficits which Sir Richard Cart-
wright had in his financial arrangements,

| were accompanied by increased taxation

and the member for South Oxford has

| not been able, with all his ingenuity, to

disprove that statement.”

THEN AND NOW.

Referring to customs taxation yeste.-

17.03 per cent. rate which it now reacacs
there would have been in the three years
surpluses instead of deficits. We ob-
serve that some of the government or-

the remark that he acted wisely in light-

pression. ‘““Better have had a deficit.”

, . | they say, “than have taken that amount
country. Your presence and applause !

of money out of the pockets of the peo-
ple.”” These papers, though, will not al-
low the same remark to be applied to the
Cartyright deficits. They will probably
be equally averse to any reference being
made to the fact that if Sir Richard
Cartwright had employed Mr. Foster's
scale of taxation he would have hac
more than enough revenue in the very

perceptive power to see from this that
the Liberal government managed the

! country’s affairs wisely and husbanded

the public money carefully. And whil2
they were keeping down the taxation for
_public purposes they refused to allow

! the people to be plundered for private

profit, in whieh regard their policy was
diametrically opposed to that now fellow-

public treasury. When certain mann-
facturers proposed to Sir Richard Cart-
wright that a Red Parlor should be es-
tablished, he told them with more force
than politeness to “go to the devil.”

DOCKING AND CROPPING.

It is satisfactory to note that the
cruel, brutal and senseless practices of
“docking” horses and “cropping” dogs
show signs of falling into disuse. Apro-
pos of this subject a letter from a Dr.
I. C. Mewburn recently appeared in the
Toronto Mail and Empire, in which tle
writer said;

“At the splendid horse show in
this city it must have been very
evident to every real horseman how hor-
ribly the larger proportion of the horses
were mutilated by removing their tails.
Not only was the stump left very shorc,
but the hair in most cases was removed
(either intentionally or otherwise) to
such an extent as to produce what in my
borseman days was called a rat's tail--
one of the greatest disfigurements a
horse - could have. It was a sight fo
make angels weep to see a charming wo-
man on a magnificent horse, the appear-
ance of which was ruined by a stump of
a tail, with as much hair as may be seen
on an old dust brush.

“If a man wants his horse’s tail short-
ened  let . him bang it. Putting to one
side thé pain of removing the tail, just
consider the annoyance and sufferirg
from flies. A word to intending dock-
ers may not be amiss. Is the fashion go-
ing to last? -1 think not.. The cropping
of dog’s ears ought to a lesson. Th t
is going out, and so will the dust-brush
tail. And when fashion says a bang,
who will look at a stump? 'These splen-
did horses will be reduced to half their
value. It is to be hoped the time will
come when no sensible man will buy a
rat-tail horse, or marry a woman with
a wasp’s waist.”

The silly and cruel practice which Mr
Mewburn condemns no doubt arose
chiefly from the conceit of individuals
who thought they could improve on 1¢-
ture’s handiwork. No artist can be
found who will say that the outlines of
the “docked” horse are as  artistic as
those of the animal left with nature’s or-
naments undisturbed, any more than he
will say that the “wasp waist” in wo-
man is a thing of beauty. The cropping
of dogs is of doubtful origin. Tha
practice may have arisen from the fool-
ish idea that dogs looked better for the
“¢trimming,” or from the brutal idea that
they could fight better in their cropped
condition. Perhaps it was a combination
of the two ideas that led to the ugly fa-

shion. In any case it is satisfactory to

know that the fashion is dying out, and
it-would be well if the docking of horses

died with it.

This suggests a comparison of the cus:
soms taxation of 1878 and that of 1894
—and for this purpose we shall take our
(Conservative friends on their own chosen
ground. They insist that the percentage
of customs taxation shall be calculated
on the whole amount of importations, not
on the dutiable goods alone. According
to the trade and navigation tables that
percentage in 1578 was 14.03 and in 1894
it was 17.13. If the latter rate had been
imposed in 1S78 the customs revenue
woud have been about $2,800,000 greater
than it was, and there would have been
a surplus instead of a deficit. The Mac-
kenzfe government could have ‘“made
ends meet” by imposing an extra three
per cent. of customs taxes, but they pre-
ferred to try and balance the finances by
keeping down the expenses. The Con-
servative ministers have put on more
than three per cent., yet the income still
fell short last year by $1,200,000 and this
vear will be $4,500,000 too small to meet
the expenditure. So another increase of
one or one and a half per cent. is.to be
made. Qur Conservative friends are
hardly wise in provoking such compari-
sons.

Montreal Herald: It is learned that
despite the bad year the Dominion Cot-
ton Company earned, net, no less than
$320,000, or 10%per cent., on the fuil
capital of $3,000,000. When it is remem-
bered that at least one half of this capi-
tal was water it will be seen that the
actual earnings of the company were
nearer 25 per cent. on the actual capital
than 103%;. Still the cry that our infant
industries must be protected is heard.
This infant is, from all appearances,
able now to stand and walk alone, and
should be weaned. It will be seen from
this statement that .the reduction in
wages made by the combine last year
was merely done for effect, to make it ap-
pear that the company were in as poor
way, and could not exist with less pro-
tection. The day of reckoning is coming,
however.

During the session of 1891 Hon. L. H.
Davies (opposition) moved the following
resolution: “Inasmuch as Great Britain
admits the products of Canada into her
ports free of duty, this house is of the
opinion that the present scale of duties
exacted on goods mainly imported fromn
Great .Britain should be reduced.” Need-
iess to say the Old - Flaggers voted it
down.

POLITICAL POINTERS.

The following is from the Quebec
Chronicle (Tory) of a recent date:

“The Hon. Thomas McGreevy, M. P.,
left hére yesterday afternoon by steam-
er for Montreal. The boat was gaily
decorated with flags in honor of the new
member, who was also saluted by rock-
ets and cannon shots from the various
wharves up the Coves along the river
front.: The steamer’s whistle responded,
and the salute was repeated from the
various tugs and other river crafts in
the harbor.

Attorney-General -~ Blair, of New
Brunswick, was at Montreal recently,
and in an interview, as to the Liberal
rrospects in his province, said:

“There is no question about the fact
that our people are a unit in demanding
freer trade relations with the United
States. On the trade question the Lib-
erals will sweep the province. A gen-
eral election fought out on the basis of
the trade question, and barring side
issues, will nudoubtedly result in
an overwhelming majority for Mr.
Laurier.”

Bye election results:—
L’Islet.—Desjardins, Conservative, el-
ected at general elections by 6 majority;
Tarte, Opposition, elected at bye-elec-
tion by 36 majority.
Richelieu.—Langevin, Conservative,
elected at general elections by 308 ma-
joerity; Bruneau, Liberal, elected at bye-
election by 72 majority.
P Winnipeg.—Macdonald, Conservative,
elected at general elections by 509 ma-
jority: Martin, Liberal, elected at tiye-
election by 425 majority.
Antigonish.—Sir John Thompson, Con-
servative, elected at general elections
by 227 majority; MeclIsaac, Liberal, el-
ected at bye-election by 120 majority.

Montreal Witness: The Protectionists
have discarded the Union Jack as a
party badge, and we hear nothing about
‘a British subject I was born and a Bri-
tish subject I will die,’ a sentiment al-
together too good to prostitute to ig-
noble and selfish purposes. Now they
represent England as poverty stricken
end in distress and as being swallowed
by the alligator of hunger and want.

It was announced that the British re-
venue for the year ended March 3lst
last, amounted to £101,697,:94, an in-
crease of £3,399,942 as compared with
the preceding year. This was an inter-
esting statement for more reasons than
one. When the United States govern-
ment collects and spends half a billion
dollars in one year, there is a loud out-
cry of-extravagance, The population of
the United States in the census year
1890, was 62,622,250, and the estimated
population at January 1, 1895, was 69,-
000,000. The population of Great Bri-
tain in the census year 1891 was 38,-
104,973, including men in the army and*
i navy and mechant seamen abroad. We
sometimes read that it would be im-
possible for Canada to collect a suffi-

cient revenue without a protective tariff,

’
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pervious to climatic changes.

yot we see by these tigures that the
38,000,000 of British people pay half a

billion dollars without as much com-

plaint as is made by the 62 million of

protected Americans when they are call-
ed upon to contribute their half billion.
Raising revenue under free trade can-
not be such a difficult matter after all.
—Halifax Recorder.

NEWS OF THE INTERIOR.
Business Reported Brisk in the Koote-
nay Country.

Vernon News.

Judge Spinks returned last week from
Lolding court in the Kootenay district.
He reports business as brisk in that sec-
tion and a big mining boom is regarded

as an absolute certainty this summer,

The flour mills at Enderby and this
city are both shut dewn on account of
having no more wheat on hand. The
price of flour has been advanced about
35 cents per barrel to meet the raise re-
cently made by the Manitoba mills.

Mr. Price Ellison left on. Tuesday
with four carloads of beef steers for the
Bitish Columbia Cattle Company of
Victoria and Vancouver. The animals
were of large size and in splendid condi-
tion, making one of the finest shipments
of beef that has ever left this district.

Mr. James McLain returned on Satur-
day from a bicycle trip to Kamloops. He
made the journey down, a distance of
about 80 miles, in nine and a half hours.

The hop yard on the Coldstream ranch
is looking very well this spring, the
plants being much further advanced
than at the same time last year.

DURRANT'S DEFENSE.

He Expresses Confidence That He Will
Be Discharged.

Qan Francisco, May 9.—An evening
paper. publishes"gs -statement made by
Theodore. Dutrrant 4o ‘a -friend, in which
the man chargéd.with the murder of two,
girls in Emanyel church said that he
would make the greatest legal battle in
the history’ of the state, and expressed
his confidence regarding the-outcome,
predicting that he would soon be a free
man. .In addition to the three attorneys
already engaged for the defense, Durrant
has retained the well-known criminal
lawyer. George ‘A. Knight, and says the
case will be pushed to a speedy trial.

“There are a good many things against
me.” Durrant is quoted as saying, ‘but
I fear Harry Partridge, who testified
that he answered the roll call for me on
April'& ‘more than any other witness.
If Partridge persists in his statement, he
will hang me, but my attorneys will see
him. and perhaps he will change his
mind. I did him many a good turn, and
often answered roll call for him. I hope
he won't continue against me.” The
prosecution does mnot understand Dur-
rant’s -fear of Partridge, whose testi-
mony is corroborated. April 8 was the
last day Durrant visited Minnie Williams
in Alameda. Durrant denies that he
offered a ring to Oppenheimer, the pawn-

‘broker, or anyone else. He says Oppen-

heimer is a tool of the police, and has
frequently given similar testimony in
other cases. Durrant is studying medi-
cal books, and says that on his release he
will’ continue his course untilgraduation.

DESTROYING THE SEALS.

1

The Catches Consist of Nearly Ninety
Per Cent. of Females.

Port Townsend, May 19.—Though the
present spring weather has been so bois-
terous that sealing vessels have reported
the most unfavorable seasen yet experi-
enced, yet the damage done to seal herds
is immense. E. S. Fowler, United States
sealing inspector, has examined the
catches of all Puget Sound sealers which
have returned from sea. and he says that
the catch consists of about 90 per cent.
females. That, too, in a season when
many of them were pregnant with pups.
It is hard to estimate the loss. Many
seals, some authorities have estimated as
high as S0 per cent., after being fatally
wounded escape and, of ' course, their
pelts are lost to the hunters. .

Mr. . Fowler returned from-Port An-
zeles to-day, where he inspected the
schooners Jessie and Eacrett with twen-
ty-four and ninety-nine skins respoc-
tively.

Skins in London markets are quoted at
$15.50 and locally about $12.

Over along the Alaska coast west of !
Sitka the Alaska Commercial Company's |

steamer Francis Cutting this spring has

been buying seal skins from the natives ‘

for $6.

Rellef in Six Hours.—Distressing Kidney
and Bladder diseases relfeved in six hours

by the “Great South American Kidney |

Cure.” . This new remedy is. of at sur-
prise and delight on account of its exceed-
ing promptness in relieving pain in the
bladder, kidneys, back and every part of the
urinary passage in male or female. It re-
Heves retention of water and pain In pass-
ing it almost immediately. f you want
ouick relief and cure this is your remedy.
Scld by Hall & Co., druggists. )

BEHRING SEA COMMISSION.
i Likely to be Postponed Till Sir Julian
Returns.

Washington, May 11.—The departure
of  Sir Julian Pauncefote, British Am-
bassador, for BEurope early next month
will likely result in the postponement of
the action in the proposed Behring sea
commission, the arbitration of the Vene-
zuelan question, and other pending sub-
jects in which the United States is con-
cerned, until the ambassador returns in
the fall. The Venezuelan correspondence
may continue through summer, but no
decisive devclopments clesing the ques-
ticn or bringing it to a crisis in which
shis country may be called to act are
expected until autumn. In the mean-
time, -Senor Andrade, the Venezueian
minister, will go away for the summer.

WRITING IN THE SCHOOLS.

Subject Discussed by the Teachers iu
Session.

At the regular meeting of the Teach-
ers’ Association held yesterday afternocon
the system of writing best adapted for
use in all the city schools was brought
up for discussion. A number of teach-
ers were in favor of the Spencerian sys-
tem, while others held ‘that the vertical
system was more legible and more easily
taught. After a lengthy discussion neo
decision could be arrived at, and it was
decided to postpone the discussion until
the next meeting of the association.

Principal Netherby, of the Boyws’
School, introduced a resolution which de-
clared that owing to complaints made ty
assistant teachers and others that the
promotion examination papers last term
were unsatisfactory, ‘“the association re-
spectfully asks the superintendent of ed-
ucation (Dr. Pope) to scrutinize and
sanction the papers for the coming ex-
amination.” - Several teachers thought
that :the principals ;'of  the different
schools should be responsible for'the pa-
pers set by them, arnd an amendment
was introdnced by D. Ross, asking the
ecdueation department to authorize a sys-
iem of uniform promotion examinations
in the graded schools of  the different
cities of the province. Both the amend-
ment and- the original motion were de-
feated. Owing to the lateness of the
hour Mr. Paul’s paper on short methods
in mental arithmetic was left over until
the next meeting of the association.

Richmond, Ind., May 11.—With the
speech which General Harrison made
yesterday for the plaintiffs’ in the Mor-
rison will case the ex-President finish-
es his career in the aciive practice of
law. . Mr. Tibbots, his private secretary,
outhorizes this statement: ‘‘General
Flarrison will never again speak before
any jury, as this argument is his last.
He will soon abandon the practice of
law entirely and will never again' be
seen actively engaged in any pursuit.”
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