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tnct torms of life, that arrangement of the rocks of the country which is neces-

, 1 " . lino of i 3 H
ary to tbe understanding of its mineral resources, way be accomplished in much

2

shorter time and with far greater certainty than without their aid; and thus

years of labour to the survey, and of xpense to the Province, may be saved,
In like manner Natural Science, in all its departments, conneets itself with
our higher spiritual relations, by refining and en bling our minds, and by lead-
ing us from nature to its Divine Author. It is true that Natural llx-‘i\t;",' isin
itself merely intellectual; 1t is not to be identified with either mur.t!ih‘.ur re-
ligion, and is sometimes unh wppily dissociated from them, yet it is akin ‘;u these

)|3j1|'< r interests. Like the su

, 1t shines on the evil and the good, and may

sometimes light a bad man in the path of crime; but in its natural and its
general consequences it is a ] t od, and has no aff with those social
and moral evil which nphatically belong to the dark:

Actuated by such views, and following out these paths of usefulnes s, I trust
that our Society may steadily prosper; and as a favourabl omen of our success
in the ensui ear, it gives me much pleasure to state that our active and zeal-

ous Vice-President,
medal for the best E

be read at the concluding mee ing of next S

intention of offering a gold

Canadian Natural History, to

by President, said :—
ndertake to address this In“l"nlzf;‘, if 1
houl connected with any one of
utter i )logies—I
e 1gnorance ( ; Jut just be-
cause of this, I can better appreciate the efforts of others, in founding an insti-

tution like the present, and contributing, by the accumulation of facts, to our
present stock of knowledge. Facts, Ladies and Gentlemen, are always impor-
tant. There is knowledge in stones, as there is knowledge of a higher kind. But
without the knowledge of the art of reasoning all would be unavailing. And a
man’s reasoning may be faulty in the extreme, and calculated to mislead others :
but if in his study of nature, and th ervations he makes in the course of
that study, he chooses to state merely f , and state them truly,—~whatever

efforts he may make to mislead, the result must he nect ssarily unavailing, for

the Baconian Philosophy controls and overrides all ologies.

The infidel Voltaire, boldly assumed to be an encyclopedia to himself: and,
in the pride of his supposed science, to put down religion and its Divine Foun-
der; but his puny efforts have long since been scouted by genuine philoso-
phers. Others have attempted co follow in the same carcer, and will have the
like success; for notwithstanding all the apprehensions created in timorous
minds, the votaries of science work on, and the more they work on, the result
is found to be only to confirm us the more, if ever a doubt we had, of the exis-

tence of a Creator and Redeemer. Au to the advantages to be derived from

institutions such a
liant results will be obtained. But we have the power to accumulate fact after

the present, I cannot flatter myself that here any very bril-




