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Attack Enemy on 12 Mile Front, Penetr

Villages, Vimy- Ridge, Two SUO“S'Y; I

Dozen

" Enemy Line First of
. Series.
§

Haig's Terrific Assault at

Around St. Quentin and
Cambrai. -

; Correcpondent
& London, April 9.—The great spriug
H ve has begun. London’s only
estion ubout the “big push” ‘tonight
whether it was to be lnilted to
the region in which Field ~ Marshal
Halg 16 now smashing his terrific as-
. n the Arras-Cambrai ‘sector—
whether this iy merely the first of
B series of similar smashes to follow

n other sectors.

Battlefront despatcnes tonight signi-
ntly detailed great activity among
he French and Felglan forces neaver |
e coast,
" The berlin official statement received
[ tonight, admitted the Biitish trooys
L 'had forced their way into German pHs-
" itions.
£ “In the fighting about Arras, the
! enemy forced his way into parts of
‘our position,” the statement said. “On
§ both sides of the Aisne and on t'e
i IChampagne fronts there was heavy
¢ ‘artillery firing.”
Big Plan is Working
¥  The British aerial offensive of Sat-
& urday, shown in the bombing of Zea-
§ brugge, Ghent and Bruges, was tonight
& belleved to be part of a great plan by
% the British commander-in-chief which
i Would make the battle of Arras, now
L o0, & mere incident,
,f{,‘{{{,‘:,,",';“ i®  Today's report from General Haig,
er. Monday {8 Indicating the wide front of the ad-
es Wringers, . f’ 39 , the tremendous impetus of his
,»ﬁx;»rzjl‘:;é h:l: bear i h and hinting at massed forces of
or. Monday 44 & thousands of men, all prepared Eng-
s land to receive news of casualties on
& scale exceeding the heaviest hither-
10 reported. But England was pre-
Pared and calm withal,
- The successes so far achieved by
I8 tremendous drive supported the
theory of experts here that the British
losses of last week—44 machines—
‘resulted from persistent bombing of
'F fnemy ammunition depots and their
g . lines of communications, undertaken
h Benches, [ feliberately and systematically with
ringer, hard ’t?' B ot unee ¢
superior . psetting their plans for

gor.

% Wick despatch of reinforcements. As

week's aerial operations were on

® scale utterly undreamed of before,

| %0 experts now believe: Halg’s “big

E Push” i on a scale not approached in

LR ANy of the military operations of the
* past.

Strategy Applauded

£ The strategy of a tremendously

L Ml offensive at this particular

h s applauded by military experts

. All the German statements ex-

Plaining their withdrawal along the

~Lafere iine have boastingly re-

Marked that such evacuation would

fefeat the alljes’ plans for a spring

Sensive, 1t was pointed out by the

; r that every vestige of cover

7 had been destroyed in the evacuation;

t the ground had literally been

upside down; that German

Would be going back to long

h]uupp,fulu\

(-] B
mniiea

?um"ml’ prepared positions of

CANADIANS T0 AID

U.S. TOTRAINMEN "

Americans Will Go in for
~ Greatest Effort to
Win,

SOON TO ORGANIZE

Sixty Thousand Will Take
Officers’ Courses in
Summer.

Special to The Toronto Warid.

New York, April 9—* ng to war
is the best thing that could happen to
the American people,” Gen. liaonard
Wood told the Canadian Club ut its
snnual dinner here tonight. “This war
will develop real character in the Am-
erican people.

“We are together, you Canadians
and we of the United States, for a great
effort; one which we are going to
carry thru. the American peorie
no lude themselves. It is going 10

) the ce of more than money.
It is' going mean the sacrifice of
‘life in large guantity, But our lives,
many as we shall lose, will be given
cheerfully, use given for a prin-
¢iple we believe in. We all want peace.
But it is better to break the peace
that to break the faith, Every hon-
orable man believes in arbitration, but
every sensible ‘man realizes that there
.are certain things that cannot he arbi-
trated,

“World peace is a dream, We live
in an age of iron. It is advisable to
be prepared. But let us not talk about
water gone under the bridge. We
must organize, Organization is the
keynote, from the fireplace and the
factory to the firing line, Equipment
is a big problem for us, We need and
must have the efforts of every in-
dividual. We do not yet vealize that
we are in a state of war. But we are
realizing i#t, every one of us,

‘We've got to get our men ready and
train them thoroly, You Canadians
are going to give us a lot of help. We
expect 60,000 men in training for offi-
cers in this department this summer.
We are establishing camps something
on the Plattsburg idea; Plattsburg ana
elgewhere independently and at col-
leges and army posts. Our’ men,
not our money, are the sinews of war.
We're going into a battle of blood and
iron, not of gold. We don't know
where it is going to lead us, but
wherever it leads us we will follow, a
united people.”

Spain is Neutral in War
Between U. S, and Germany

Madrid, April 9, via Paris.—The Offi-
cial Journal today published a decree
declaring the neutrality of Spain !n
the war between the United States and
Germany.

great strength; that the allied forces
would have to advance with exceed-
ing slowness over the broken up ter-
rain and would have to “dig them-
selves in” before they could hope to
cope with the prepared German de-
fenses.

The Germans evidently expected that
they would be able to stave off the
much feared allied offensive for sev-
eral months, But they did not count
on the methodical rebuilding of tlLe
devastated territory; the co-ordinated
advance of both French and British
and the cool audacity of the British
commander-in-chief. 2

Tonight British troops were within
two and a half miles of the main ar-
tery of German communications be-
tween Cambrai and St. Quentin—at Le
Fresnoy le Petit. They were closing
in around not only St. Quentin, but
Cambrai as well.

DINEEN'S FIRE SALE.

Everything is included in the fire
gale, even the new spring goods that
were unopened whean the fire occurred.
Everything is reduced to prices that
are but a fraction of the actual cost.
Store opens at 10 o'clock this morn
ing. Dineen’s, 140 Yonge street,

ASSAULT BY INFANTRY

s ————

Wave After Wave of Steel
Rain Formed British
B s

“

i =
By William Phjlip ‘Simms, United
With the British Armies Afied,
April 9—Engiend's biggest

a wide front between Lens and Cam-
brai,

It was with an-almost indescribable
baptism of fire that this great ed-
vance ‘started Sunday. Thruoutt Easter
Day, the day sacred to the resurrec-
fion of the Prince of Peace, British
gurs roared unceasingly at the Ger-
mans. Artillery commanders, with
their watches timed to' the second
with each other, all ajong the line
joosed their guns in perfectly timed
salvos. The roar increased at night
after a period of comparative silence
untll at morning a titanic bot was
joosed all along the lMne, perfectly
timed and synchronized. It sounded
as if all the wrath of the armies had
suddenly been spat out in a Jong
pent-up burst.

Infantry Assault Begins,

It was at this moment that the in-
fanitry assault began—the Canadians
talting e prominent part.

All along ¢he front, the muffied ex-
plasions of mines gave the appearance
in [the dusky dawn of a volcanic fleld.
Ab}on them were to be seen the Ger-
men rockets and flares, calling fm-
peratively for help and bursting high
in the heavens, The whole scene was
iike a stupendous fireworks 'display,
the greatest the world has ever seen.

Then day advanced with the morn-
ing light and thru the rifts of smoke
one could see wave after wave of gteel
rain forming the British barrage fire
to protect their advancing troops and
silence the enemy, Between these
perfectly' placed waves of death the
British forces walked calmily ahead, as
if on parade.

The German rtockets frantically
signaling the land equivalent to 8, O.
8. flew up more and more hurriedly
than ‘ever as the enemy strove madly
to get reinforcements against these
advancing lines and the hail of death
in the barrage fire.

British “tanks” again proved the
usefulness in this opening of a great
push, Impervious to the rain of Ger-
man machine gun bullets they trundi-
ed on ,scattering consternation, In
the meanwhile. far up above in the
sky, British airmen hovered and wheel-
ed and duck®d about, for all the world
like a great flock of seagulls, search-
ing out the ememy positions, report-
ing back to artillery range controllers,
beating back curious German planes
seeking to find out the source of the
thrust against the Teutonic lne and
fighting aerial combat in co-ordination
with their fellow fighters on the
ground,

e L S UPSTUU SRS B,

“push’’ ,
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les on 12-Mile Front, Pounding Vil-

ges Out of All Recognition, Driving
sermans From Scores of Import-
ant Positions and Capturing in

All 5800 Prisoners.

By R. T. Small,

w;qm British Armies in France, via London, April 9.—The war
on the wédtern front, which bas been moving more rapidly in the past five
weeks, br.h into full swing today. Widening their attacks, which they
have been directing against the retresting Germans in the sector of the
Somme, the British struck still further north, and in a series of assaults
on a broad front, with Arras more or less the pivotal point, they drove the
Germans from scores of important positions, pemetrated far into the Ger-

corps headquarters this afternoon indicated that the mum-

s taken in the past twelve hours will exceed five thousand.
' expected ;.%0 h,m were overcrowded before moon, altho" the

est fighting today 4 slong o line a few miles south-

ip ‘s northerly. ’n to the neighborhood of Lens; but
again war was 10 months old. The
ground from the Germans,

casualties. Back of the northern end of Vimy ridge lie the prin
fields of France, which are stfll ifi German hands. 4 AaEL

untoird

: 18"’ - of the successful assauit,

One position captured, to the northeast of Arras, was a sort of labyrinth
of trenches enmesheéd in multiple bands of wire called ‘‘the harp,” because
of its shape. Prisoners had proclaimed this strong point practically un-
sesailable; but, sweeping over it today the British took within it nearly
1000 prisoners, and they captured also during the day three German bat-
talion commanders, who compare in rank with colonel in the British arwy.
The Canagdians took 3o thousand prisoners.

it was said everywhere along the attacking line that the Germans ap
peared 10 have been taken by surprise, and only in a few instances did they
put up a strong fight. One reason for this was that they had been fairly
dazed by the British artillery fire of the past ten days.

From the high ground overlooking Arras a panoramic view for many
miles of the British attack was presented. The concentration of guns for
this operation was probably the greatest for a given amount of front since
the war began., Almost countless guns had taken part in the bombardment
since the beginning, but it was not until the last night that many masked
batteries joined in the grim chorus.

Like Brink of an Inferno.

Approaching the batflefield well before dawn, the reflection of the
gun flashes against the low-hanging clouds gave the inevitable impression
of a continuous play of sheet lightning along the horizon. But when this
wonderful night picture of modern warfare came into full view it seemed
as if suddenly one stood on the brink of an overwhelming inferno. Look-
ing down into the valley tongues of flame could be seen flashing from
hundreds upon-hundreds of gunmouths, like so many white-hot serpents’
fangs. The guns were playing upon the ridges looming up in the distance
enveloped in darkness, upon which lay the German lines. There was as
yet no alarm, - The Germans had become accustomed to receive daily
“strafes” from the British and they were sending up only routine star shells
and trench flares.

As dawn approached the British batteries, one by one, became strange-
1y silent. For half an hour the iness was almost oppressive. The hot
pit flashes disappeared. All this time, however, the German star shells
were ascending with the same monotonous regularity which marks the Ger-
man positions along the entire front.

The glorious weather of Easter Sunday had disappeared and from
menacing black clouds overhead rain began to fall. It was driven along
by a stinging gale left over from the abundant storms of March. The storm
delayed the coming of dawn to such an extent that it was still quite dark
when the moment set for the British attack arrived. Then, as if the myriad
of guns had been synchronized to the tick of a watch, they broke the fore-
boding stillness with a volcanic roar. The earth trembled from the shock.
The lecking tongues of the inferno appeared now to have been multiplied a
hundred-fold. The objective hills began to writhe under the tortures of
the screaming shells. The dark profiles of the ridges, etched against the
background of the graying skies, were now more clearly defined by the
high explosive misstles,
fires. Above these, in the air, played the shrapnel barrage shells, brexking
with glant firefly flashes and hurling their leaden hail of death on all below.

Calls for Assistance. :

The first volley scarcely had reached the German lines when up went
the ever-ready signals of distress and 8.0.S. calls for assistance from the
supporting artillery. Most of the distress rockets burst in great showers of
golden rain; others looped high in the air and broke into flaming bals of
red and green. It was difficult to realize that this was not simply a stu-
pendous, almost supernatural pyrotechnic spectacle arranged for the
pleasure of the gods. It was more difficult still to realize that it was
actual reality of war and that the thousands of flashes and quick flames
playing in the dawn were funeral torches lighting the way of souls into
eternity. /

From the moment the great crater eruptions I
the whole world seemed red. Under the giare of i@ exploding mines
which had been dug under the enemy lines, and out undep the shells, could
be seen the British soldiers trudging, trudging scross: uo man’s land to a
hand-to-band encounter with the Germans. They moved closely behind
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horizon started

’,,"., ‘v:"' '5"' als s m
had fought desperately and valiantly in an endeavor to wrest this
"o buitios S

which burst along the ground like flaring mots of].
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FOR SALE:
NORTHEAST CORNER YONGE ANDi
GERRARD STREETS ™
—Apply—
H. H. WILLIAMS & CO.
88 King St. East. Maln 5450
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. enses to Depth of Two and Three Miles, Carrying
ed Hills, Fertified Farm, and Labyrinth of: Trenches.

mef orces Advance From Two to Threelln Brilliant Dash Over Famous Stronghold

Canadian Infantry Captures Dominat-
ing Position, Overcoming Tremendous
Concentration of German Attacks and

Taking 2000 Prispners.

1§
EEs

g
E
|

j
|

i
{
H
H

e
¥

s I
;3, gﬁ‘gg
e _id
grgégg?
THH
7 13;

i

i
i
g
i
3
f

;
t
i

|

=
i
'l
[

8

£
£

|
;
)

¥
:

g.
g

g2 '
s%%
i
fr
g

i
!
,;‘-‘
|

§
s
;

3

:
:

it
;
a

§
E

ikt
5{5':}}%?3
HHH

4
h




