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Iritish Attack Enemy on 12 Mile Front, Penetrating Defenses to Depth of Two and Three Miles, Carrying 
Dozen Villages, Vimy Ridge, Two Strongly Defended Hills, Fortified Farm, and Labyrinth of Trenches.mm BEAR BRUNT OF FIGHTING 

TAKE FAMOUS VIMY RIDGE NEAR ARRAS
J

\

I
f
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British Forces Advance From Two to Three In Brilliant Dash Over Famous Stronghold

Canadian Infantry Captures Dominat­
ing Position, Overcoming Tremendous 
Concentration of German Attacks and 
Taking 2000 Prisoners.

PUSH GATHERSCANADIANS TOAD 
US; TO TRAIN DENEAT SPUING Miles on 12-Mile Front, Pounding Vil­

lages Out of All Recognition, Driving 
Germans From Scores of Import­

ant Positions and Capturing in

m

Americans Will Go in for 
Greatest Effort to s

ON I EARNEST Win.
All 5800 Prisoners. By Stewart Lyon.

Canadian Headquarters in France, via London, April 9 
The crest of the Vimy Ridge has been carried. The strongest

on die western front has been

SOON TO ORGANIZE
Titanic Bolt Loosened All 

Along Line After Big 
Bombardment.

Haig’s Terrific Assault at 
Enemy Line First of 

Series.

I GERMANS ADMIT LOSSES

By R. T. Small. |9defensive position of die 
captured by die army of Sir Douglas Haig, 
corps was given" the place of honor m the great eveàt, bemg 
strongly supported by some of the most famous of the Brdish 
formations. The attack was preceded by a 
continued for several days and m which

With the British
on the western front, which has been moving more rapidly in the past firs 
weeks, broke into fnU swing today. Widening their attacks, which they 
hare been directing against the retreating Germane in the sector of the 
Somme, the British struck still further north, and in a series of assaults 
on s broad front, with Arras more or less the pivotal point, they drove the 
Germans from scores of important positions, penetrated far into the Ger­
man lines and

A visit te corps headquarters this afternoon indicated that the 
her of prisoners taken in the past twelve hours will exceed five thousand. 
The barbed wire “cages" or compounds built te receive prisoners which 
were expected to he taken were overcrowded before noon, altho the 
principal attack did not begin until shortly after dawn.

The heaviest fighting today developed along a tine a few miles south- 
met of Arms, to a northerly direction to the neighborhood of Lens, hut 

_ . tke actions extended tar in thé direction of 8L Quentin. In the territory
• **» *e Mrmf, Somme drive of tost captured >day was tiisifeuMd* Vimy ridge, which, had been t V 
sumtaer was gathering momentum to- time and time again ever since the war was 10 months old. The French 
night The earth end sky sake were had fought desperately and valiantly in an end Savor to wrest this vantage 
joined to the combat, extending over ground from the Germans, the battles costing both belligerents untold 
a wide front between T—and Cam- casualties. Back of the northern end of Vimy ridge tie the principal coal

fields of France, which are still In German hands.

Sixty Thousand Will Take 
Officers’ Courses in 

Summer.

in France, via London, April ».—The war '

I
ASSAULT BY INFANTRY ét the hero**

> World. 
A—“GolrApril 8 ng to war

Wave After Wave of Steel 
Rain Formed British 

Barrage.

TheBritish Forces Are Closing in were ais to heavy casualties. lew, coeldtien of thethe mi people," Gen. Leonard 
the Canadian Club at Its 
er here tonight “This war

3, Around St. Quentin and 
Cambrai.

num-
$
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of Neovule St Veeet,
By Ed. L. Keen, United Press Staff ”* 

“ Correspondent M
London, April 9—The great spring eff 
tensive has begun. London’s or!y cai 

| question about the "big punit’’ tonight no 
|-was whether it waa to be limited to ™ 

the region In which Field Marshal 
Haig la now smashing his terrific as­
seoit—In the Arras-Cambrai sector— 

y|r whether this la merely the first of 
f* series of similar smashes to follow 
' to other sectors.

Battlefront deepstenea tonight slgnl- 
I flcantly detailed great activity among 
! the French and Belgian forces nearer
| the coast

The Berlin official statement received 
I tonight, admitted the British troops 
I had forced their way Into German poi- 
I itlona
| "In the fighting about Arras, the 
p enemy forced hla way Into parts of 
E our position," the statement said. "On 
| both sides of the Alone and on fie 
Ï iChampagne fronta there was heavy 
I 'artillery firing.”

By William Philip Simms, United
together, you Canadians wasI With the British Armies Afied,which we are going to 

Let the American people 
themselves. It Is going to 

adrifice of more than money. 
; to mean the sacrifice of 
re quantity. But our lives, 
re shall lose, will be given 
because given for a prin- 

lieve in. We all want peace- 
better to break the peace 
tak the faith. Every hon- 
i believes in arbitration, but 
Ible man realizes that there

April 9.—England's biggest “push"
■ovei asto

‘

IMAJESTIC, AWE-INSPIRING^SPECTACLE........ ......

• spectacle that wan majestic and 
m the earf lit v the countryside, 

play Uke that of

"Abrsi. -It was with sa whnost Indescribable 
baptism of fine that this great ad­
vene* started Sunday. Thruoufi Easter 
Day, the day sacred to the resurrec­
tion of the Prince of Peace, British 
guns roared unceasingly at the Ger-

The fighting on Vimy ridge was carried out by the Canadians, who 
had retained a footing on the ridge all winter, but always higher up was 
the enemy. On either aide ef the Canadians were English and Scottish 
battalions, and in today's battle there was glory enough for all. The 
Irrepressible "tanks’’ also shared in the honors of the successful assault. 

One position captured, to the northeast of Arras, was a sort of labyrinth 
with of trenches enmeshed in multiple bands of wire called “the harp," because 

their watches timed to' the second ot *s shape. Prisoners had proclaimed this strong point practically un- 
w**h «uOi other all the line «“liable; but, sweeping over it today the British took within It neatly
loosed UMir runs in perfectly timed I 1000 Pr^onere, and they captured else during the day three German bat- ”°eed P*™* y J™ | talion commanders, who compare in rank with colonel in the British arm/,
salves. The roar increased a* night The Can^Uns took tjfo thousand prisoners.
after a period of comparetive silence jt was said everywhere along the attacking line that the Germans sp­
un til at montieg a titanic belt was p sa red to have been taken by surprise, and only in a few instances did they 
loosed all along the Mae. perfectly put up a strong fight One reason for this was that they had been fairly 
timed and synchronised. It sounded dazed by the British artillery fire of the past ten days- 
as if all the wrath of the armies had From the high ground overlooking Arras a panoramic view for many 

«-— soat out to a kmc milM <* the British attack was presented. The concentration of guns for
this operation was probably the greatest for a given amount of front since 

pen -up ou the war began. Almost countless gone had taken part In the bombardment
since the beginning, but it was not until the last night that many masked 
batteries Joined In the grim chorus.

Like Brink of an Inferno.
Approaching the battlefield well before dawn, the reflection of the 

gun flashes against the low-hanging clouds gave the inevitable Impression 
of a continuous play of sheet lightning along the horizon. But when thin 
wonderful night picture of modern warfare came into full view it seemed 
as if suddenly one stood on the brink of an overwhelming inferno. Look­
ing down into the valley tongues of flame could be seen flashing from 
hundreds upon hundreds of gunmouths, tike so many white-hot serpents’ 
fangs. The guns were playing upon this ridges looming up in the distance 
enveloped in darkness, upon which lay the German lines. There was as 
yet no alarm. The Germans had become accustomed to receive daily 
“strafes" from the British and they were sending up only routine star Shells 
and trench flares.

As dawn approached the British batteries, one by one, became strange­
ly silent. For half an hour the stillness was almost oppressive. The hot 
pit flashes disappeared. All this time, however, the German star shells 
were ascending with the same monotonous regularity which marks the Ger­
man positions along the entire front. . . 1

The glorious weather of Easter Sunday bad disappeared and from 
menacing black clouds overhead rain began to fall. It was driven along 
by a stinging gale left over from the abundant storms of March. The storm 
delayed the coming of dawn to such an extent that it was still quite dark 
when the moment set tor the British attack arrived. Then, as if the myriad 
of guns had been synchronized to the tick of a watch, they broke the fore­
boding stillness with a volcanic roar. The earth trembled from , the shock. 
The ticking tongues ef the Inferno appeared now to have been multiplied a 
hundred-fold. The objective hills began to writhe under the tortures of 
the screaming shells. The dark profiles of the ridges, etched against the 
background of the graying skies, were now more clearly defined by the 
high explosive missiles, which burst along the ground like flaring pots of 
fires. Above these, in the air, played the shrapnel barrage shells, breaking 
with giant firefly flashes and hurling their leaden bail of death on all below. 

Enemy Calls for Assistance.
The first volley scarcely had reached the German lines when up went 

the ever-ready signals of distress and 8.O.S. calls for assistance from the 
supporting artillery. Most of the dlstrees rockets burst in p-eat showers of 
golden rain; others looped high in the air and broke into flaming balls of 
red and green. It was difficult to realize that this was not simply a stu­
pendous, almost supernatural pyrotechnic spectacle arranged for the 
pleasure ef the gods. It was more difficult Mill to realise that it was 
actual reality of war and that the thousands of flashes and quick flames 
playing in the dawn were funeral torches lighting thq way of souls into 
eternity. _ a _
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«ace is a dream. We live 
of iron. It is advisable to 
1. But let us not talk about 
» under the bridge, 
ilze. Organization is the 

keynote, from the fl replace and the 
factory to the firing line. Equipment 
Is a big problem for ue. We need and 
must have the efforts of every in­
dividual. We do not yet realize that 
we are in a state of war. But we are 
realizing K, every one of ue.

•We've got to get our men ready end 
train them thoroly. You Canadians 
are going to give us a lot of help. We 
expect <0,000 men in training tor offi­
cers in this department this summer. 
We are establishing campe something 
on the Ptattsburg Idea; Platts burg ana 
elsewhere Independently and at col­
leges and army poets. Our men, 
not our money, are the sinews of war. 
We’re going Into a battle of blood and 
iron, not of gold. We don’t know 
where it is going to lead ue, but 
wherever It leads u* we will follow, a 
united people."

m• oto explosives were JwsAtg. J!meme. Artillery commanders, The gunners with tireless energy 
thruout Easter Sunday. * On Monday morning a 
moment; that in which oar infantry was called 
and reap the fruit of months of preparation, 
ed unwaveringly the answering fire of the enet 
ever, wag not comparable to owl Some, impatient to be at 
die foe, had gone out on small war» of their own; and it is re­
corded that in one of the individual encounters in No Man's 
Land a Canadian, meeting a German, panned him after empty­
ing Me revolver ineffectively at him. The Canadian cast abed 
for some other weapon. The only one within reach was Me 
steel helmet, and with the sharp edge of that be killed tire armed 
German.

We

on to go ont
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Big Plan is Working 

« The British aerial offensive of Sat- 
srday, shown In the bombing of Zee- 
hrugge, Ghent and Bruges, was tonight 

I believed to be part of a great plan by 
9 the British commander-ln-chief Which 

would make the battle of Arras, now 
on, a mere Incident.

Today’s report from General Haig, 
‘I Indicating the wide front of the ad- 
jjj Vance, the tremendous impetus of hie 
liqnash and hinting at massed forces of 
1 thousands of men, all prepared Eng- 
j land to receive new# of casualties on 

; ; a scale exceeding the heaviest hither- 
| to reported. But England was pre- 
y,i P*red and calm wlthaL 
S - The successes so far achieved by 
.)• this tremendous drive supported the 
;, theory of experts here that the British 
! » olr losses of last week—14 machines— 

resulted from persistent bombing of 
ft enemy ammunition depots and their 
- Woes of communications, undertaken 
!( ddlberitely and systematically with 

Idea of upsetting their plans for 
«tick despatch of reinforcements. As 
hst week's aerial operations were on
* scale utterly undreamed of before,
* experts now believe Haig’s 
tiish” is on a scale not approached in 
•"T of the military operations of the 
Past

Infantry Assault Begins.
It was at tola moment that the to-5 Such waa the spirit of the infantry who, m tire grey preced­

ing the dawn, sprang from their shelters when the appointed 
tiny» came. It waa a great occasion, and greatly they rose to it 

MEN SWARMED UP THE RIDGE.
From tiie craters of the scarred front which resembled the 

openings made m quarrying operations, the distance to the top 
of the ridge ranged from twelve hundred yards to a little short 
of a mile. Thereafter the ground falls easterly toward the 
greet plain of CambraL Up the ridge, amid the shattered Hon 
trenches, our men swarmed in successive waves. On the north­
ern end a few trees along the skyline marked where the wood 
of La Folie had been; oar troops advanced as thru the 
of an orchard.

Within half an hour after die first German “S., O. S.”
objic-

fsskry
taking a prominent part, 

along Che front, the muffled ex­
on of mines gave the appearance 
dusky dawn of a volcanic field. 

Above them were to be seen the Ger- 
leekete and flares, calling ta­
rdy tor help and bursting high 

la the heavens. The whole scene wee 
like a stupendous fireworks display, 
the greatest the world has ever seen.

Then day advanced with the morn­
ing light and thru the rifts of amoks 
one could see wave after wave of steel

great strength; that the allied force. ^J™*”** b""*e ^
would have to advance with exceed- * their advancing troop, and
lng slowness over the broken up ter- eU*nee enemy, 
rain and would have to "dig them- P»*»** P*Ced J™8- 
reive, in” before they could hope to British forces walked calmly ahead, as
cope with the prepared German de- on pa*ude.
tenses The German rocket, frantically

The Germans evidently expected that signaling the land equivalent to & O. 
they would be able to stave off the S. flew up more and more hurriedly 
much feared allied offensive for rev- than ever as the enemy strove madly 
eral months. But they did not count to get reinforcement, against there 
on the methodical rebuilding of tt.e advancing lines and the hall of death 
devastated territory; the co-ordinated in the barrage lira 
advance of both French and British Brttdsh "tanks" again proved the 
and the cool audacity of the British in this opening of a great
commander-ln-chief. , push. Impervious to the rain of Ger-

Tonlght British troops were within ^ txu„etA y*,
two and a half miles of the main ar- ^ on storing consternation, 
tery of German communication, be- meenwhUe, up
tween Cambrel and St. Quentin-et Le Brtt-I airmen hovered and wheel- 
Fresnoy le They w, ckutog ^ 4ucJAd ^ tor all ^ wcrid
i„ around not only SL Quentin, but ^ & ^ flook of |Mfu^ Mroh.
^'am __________________ tog out the enemy positions, report-

DINEEN’S FIRE SALE. ins back to artillery range controllers,
beating beck curious German pJaneejtæ's. tïtsa « '» «-■- - «»

were unopened when the fire occurred, thrust against the Teutonic Una and 
Everything is reduced to prices that fighting aerial combat In co-ordination 
are but a fraction of the actual cost wMh their fellow fighters 
Store open, at 10 o'clock this morn-| .
lng. Dineen’s, MO Tenge street grow*. -------

■
to

Spain is Neutral in War
Between U. S. and Germany

man :
per a. M

Madrid, April », via Paria—The Offi­
cial Journal today published a decree 
declaring the neutrality of Spain in 
the war between the United States and 
Germany. ____

rocket had been sent up, i
five was attained with slight loss. The tanks which 
p—«ret oar advancing infantry had little to do, bat were seen m 
action later near the crest of the ridge, on the extreme north of 
the line at a point east of Soocbez, where much fierce fighting 
took place m 1915, when thousands of men fett.

ENEMY PITTS UP HARD FIGHT.
The enemy pot up a stiff fight. Hill 145 had been pro­

vided skilfully until concealed machine gun positions, and long 
after they had been driven from the sanrotmdmg ground with 
«■«U», guns on the hül they continued to sweep points of ap­
proach to tiie hill with their fire. Encouraged by this show of 
resistance on what otherwise was a stricken field the enemy be­
gan to send up reserves in trains from Lens, Douai and perhaps 
a greater distance, with tiie intention of launching a

That attack was never made. As reports camem 
from the front and from the aviators of this massing or m* 
enemy beyond Vimy and tiie trendies m the vionity^*^

too great for field artillery. ,_.__.
Probably for the first time in the war twelve-tag» 

were used for this purpose at very long 
co-operation of the artillery arm m pieventing — , a,
attack did much to lessen our casualties on a 
front On the southern end of the

a
Between three

K
“big

*

Strategy Applauded 
Ü Th® strategy of a tremendously 

offensive at this particular 
JJri* Is applauded by military experts 

All the German statements ex­
plaining their withdrawal along the 
Artae-Iafere line have boastingly re- 

J that such evacuation would
jPjfwt the allies’ plans for a spring 

^MPjjriive. It was pointed out by the 
mttnans that every vestige of cover 

t been destroyed in the evacuation; 
E**1 the ground had literally been 

|I¥kl-^l upside down; that German 
F would be going back to long

torefully prepared positions of

In

X' 7

this
(the whole world seemed red. Under the glare ef th. exploding 

which had been dug under the enemy lines, and OUt osait “• shwis, 
be seen the British soldiers trudging, trudgingserees 
hand-to-hand encounter with the Germane. They m
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