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eSbcts astonishing. It is strong; and woak, gentle and violent, im-
petuous and yielding. >\vt"lling into ^^ a vo.<, bubbling into foam, melt-
lu^ into spray, and (a.^ wlion it leaps through j-iid air iVom the
iearl'ul height of Alpine .^imimits) eruniblin imo dust! Uith
touehiug b,,-auty and niagie pcwer are its prop.-rties described by
the ilnly {.'atlu.lie ('hureh, when, on on the oeeasion of dedicating a
Temple of Saeritico and J'rayer to tiie Lor.l. she direiUs her Ponliifs
to hallow the ,.ater of hisiraliou used in the ceremony, apostrophi-
zing the liquid element in tiiis wise :

" Be thou hallowed by the word of (uhI, (.) heavenly Water ; be
iriou hallowed (

)
Water trodden by the footsteps of Christ ! Pressed

bvmonnt.insthouareuot shut up, < a.hed against rueks thou art
not broken

; ijm.red out through the earth, thou dost not fail. Thou
bearcat the dry land, ihou sustainest the weight of umutuaius, yot
'•u.keM not. On the s.anmit of the heavens art thou contained-
thoroughly diffused thDu-li all. thou washest all, nor art thou
^•ashed thy.veif Ilard.ened into a mass wert thou boimd up to
=-^.;me tb. ilid.i of the Hobrow j.-op! . Thou, unbound ao.In in
bnny uhn-lp.<ds, -h'stroyest the soiou)ners ef the Nile, aiid with
nunng bdlows do>t pursue their hu>ule band, being at the same time
salvation to the lairliful, and pmiishment to the wicked. Thuu didsi
gu^:h forth fi-rim the ro.k when it was stricken by :\Iose.. nor eouldst
th';ii remain ronccaled within its crags, when, bidden bv the power
of Majesty, ihou .atn.M forth. Thou being born<. in the clouds dost
ferubze the fields with joyf\d showers. ]}y thee into bodies parched
by ^eat. .s poured .(rink, to taste gralelul, and ibr health salubrious,
-hrough inmost channels streannng tho.i dost, enclosed, yield vital
auv or KTtih.in- jnice. le^t the earth exhausted from Its iu-id voml^
::hould nlWe io bring Ibrth In wonted supply, l^y thee, the bo^da-
nmg, oy tnee the ond rejolrcth, or rath,>r it is IVom Uod that' we

-neither those of Thy operations, God
kiiuw n( r thy bounds

Ahuighty, of whose powers being n,indnil. we proclaim th^'gloriill
works whi!.-t we announce the benetits oi' water."
And h;,ving given this extract from the lloman Poutifioa), we

carumot refrain (although in some measure it anticipates our desi-n)
^:-om gu-iii^' another passage in which the Holy Catholic Church'at


