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tlio (li.scovcry or wise iiditplalioii wiis first iii)])li('«l. Br. Davis, in his lutorostinn' work on
" Carthas'n and its Jii'iuains," o'ivcs an eni^'ravinn' of a Tunic insrriplion round at I'ula, in

Sardinia, the lettors of whiih ri'soniblti those of tin^ Ik'bn'W ali)habi't, and iho words ot

"which (as inlci'pi'cti'tcd) arc also Hebrew, 'i'hc first part uf the. Cm-pus Inscrijitlonum

Scmiliniriim of the Frencli Acadeniie des Inscrii)1ions, tluit wlii<'li relates to rhumician and

I'unic inscriptions, has recently l)c(ni ]>ul)lislied. [t contains lifty I'luenician inscriptions,

of which forty were dis<'overed in ('\'prus. Some of them are l)ilingual—(Ireck and

rhd'uician—and the resomblainx! of the latter to I[el)ro\v is closo throughout, nudiing it

certain that, whatever Wiis their race, the Tluenicians were Semites and almost Israelites

in language. * If we include in the estimate the career of both motherland and colonies,

tho sway of the I'hd'nicians endured for at least lilteeii hundred years. They are . specially

interesting to lis a^ to them, of all the nations of anticpiity, the world was most iiulebtod

Ibr what it knew of that other world that lay i).'yond the Pillars of Hercules. Whether

they over touched these shores is d<)ul)lful, though M. Paul (rall'arel has collected no

slender evidence in favour of mat hypothesis. That they had dealings with the tribes on

the (rold Coast, would appear from the statement of Herodotus (Herod IV'., 196.)

"Whatever side W(^ take in the controvei'sy as to the clnssilication of Wv^ ancient

Egyptian language,t there is no branch of study more interestinu' or variously fruitful than

that whicli ('(nicerns the early dwellers on the banks of tho Nile. In any estimate of tho

causes wliicb contributed to human proii'ress. they must have a leading plac(\ Whether,

as some argue, to them ])i'l()ngs primarily the ci'cdit for tlie moral and intelle<'tual

coii(|U(^sts of th(» Israelites, we cannot \'ei!ture to allirm. but they undoubtedly had )io

small share in the training of the (J-reeks for the part they were to play, in turn, as teachers

of mankind. How far their language, as an instrument for the commirnication of thought,

contril)utcd to that result, cannot l)e stated with coniideuoe ; but in that respect they were

*Tlu( I'imic scene, in tlie I'lrnnlni of I'lunturi ( .Vet. V., Si'. I) Ims never lieon satisfaetcirily deeipUereil biU thero

is no iloiilit of the Idnslii]) of tlie liuiL'nntre witli Ilelirow.

t Some jihilolou'ist.s lonU n|ion lll(^ aneient Kiryptiaii a.s i-epi-esentiiitr a .stiiL'e of transition fi-oni Turanian to

Scniitie. 51. Alfreil Manry eonsiders it allie.l to tlio Merlmr wliose domain once, extended even to the Canary

Isle.s. At tlie same time lie, linds in it. as in all t!ie lan!;iia;.ies of the Kastern side of .\friea, traces of Semitic

inlliienee. (fitiliiiiiioim Knn.'i nj'tli, l-Mrlh. \>p. ."iii, 'u.] ('liam|iollioii-Fi>;eae says that the aneieiit lyiiyptian, resem-

bled in .stature, |ihysio«.'niimy and hair the best constituted nations of Kuroiie and Western Asia, onl ditl'ering

from tlieni in complexion, which was tanned by the climated In this view lie. is snpporteil liy his illustrious

brother. (/,';/;//(/. .liici. /(//., p. I'T. ) "'anon li.iw liiismi ex press, 's t he follow iii'j: opinion as to the. Iv.'yiitian laii'_'uai;o:

" Allhonirh in Konie res[)eets it pl'i'seiits reseiiiblaiici-s to the class of toil:_'ues Unown as SiMiiilie, yet, in its main
characteristics, it stamU separate and apart, beiii;_' simpler and ruder than any known form of Semite siK^ech, and
having anali vies wliich eoiine.ct it on the one hand with Chineso and on the other with the clialects of Central

Africa." (Tin (Iri'/m i;/' A'k/io/i.'!, r,;rl I!., chap. :!.) I>r. ]!irch writiw as to tlie wliiMice and bow of Nilotic settle-

ment : ''Tbe. race c'f men by whom the, N'alley of the .Nile was tenantid was considered in their leu'ends to havo

been created by the iiods out of clay
; a Icu'eiid iloscly resenibliu'.t th(^ Mosaic account of the creation of man.

Modern researches have. liowcAcr. not as yet linally determined if idvanciu',' from Western Asia Ihey entered tho

alluvial land brinuinj.' with them an already develoinKl civilization ; or if ascimilini; from lOthioiiia they followed

th(^ course of the river to its mouth ; or if they wcri^ aborii.'ines, the date of whose aplK'aranci^ is b(\yiind the kuow-
ledsxe of man and the scan of science. On the earliest luoiuimi'iils they appear as a red or dusky race, with features

ncilhef entirely CaiU'asian nor N'i^rritie, more re.semblint; at th.e earliest ni-'o the iMiropean, at the middle. [KM'iod of

the ICmpire the Niu'ritic races or the oll'spriliK ot'a mixed population, and at the most llourishin;,' piii'iod of their

I'lmpire. the sallow lint iiiid reliiied ty|ie of the Semitic families of mankind." {Ij/iijil, in llie series of ''
.\ncii'nt

History from the Jlonumeiits. "j
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