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E|4«copal Charrh." I fw«re faUn the liberty to iithritt a few word*, merely K» iuditi*t«
poiote on which your thonj^hie might frontftbTy |tMUse fur a moment.

<* We wonder," yoo Bay, " how P^litorj cr .Speo«»tor«, eo foil of xeal for the Lord, hap-
pened to be thus 80 long lounjflng among lounger*.''

I have already, Mr. D., as you yourself confesj, jflTen ley rtniou* for rijitin;? the Camp-
grotind during tl.T progress of your meeting; bat «» tiiesc reason* ^lo not scfin to sati :»>

yoo, you will permit me to 9ta.lc at noino greater leoxfUt, ray tiew/i ..ad fcelinca rcsDcciinz
BWitings of this kind.

••
» ^ » i ^

During the laKt ten yc«r», I have Attended 9ever«l C&tnp.iiicetinj;s, at which I have seen
and beard things which led me to bflicve that, vhilc ipowd timy have been done at them, the/
were, upon the whole, productirs of great and iscrioua Kv'rU, and that instead of promoting
the interestt of Christ's Kingdom, they tended rather to bring ciiscretUt on religion luid to
harden man in din. On this subject 1 hate frequently talked with old. staid aiui intelligent
persooi of almost every denomination, who in the co'Tr^e of tlitir iife had attended manv of
these mvetings and watched their effects on tl»e j«:ligiou!» cAjuUtiott .>f the pooplu generally.
Those tneOt whose roatwre years and experience gave weight tw thei* opinions, expressed to
IH<? their unqualified c»»riclJoo, (while tliry aUoned that tkey had known ciisoa where pcr-
«on» had been benrfited by .'»tt«uaing them,) that Camp-tneeliri:*, as generally conducted,
were sources of ni<ah:ulabhi evils.

Moreover, I obfierv«d that muny <»f tho^e persim*, who wrre «hicfly concerned in "getting
up" those meeting.^, and who exhi\)ite<!, dnriug tliclr >»rogri>sri tln^ gnatcst zeal and eiithu

..ritiary, \\m\ a few of iliem were
>le to "lie Hud cheat *' when the

»eral ministers of this stamp,
revivals »jf religion. They

lie steam and set tlie engine
ei*t reputation as Kevivalists,

sinsm, were not ohvnys persona eminent fur pieC;

known to be very loose in their nuraJs. They rii"

chances of escaping tlettction seemed to ?(« in ih
Connected Ukth the body to wliich I belonc;.

who were noted <br the facility with which tliey c>

seemed able, whenever they pleased, to kindle tiio .

a-going. These men, however, who enjoved, for a st-;*. ,... ..,,.., ,.. ^,^

brought disgrace upoa the cause of Christ and the i)eiion.,..atiof to which thcv belonged;
aitd were obliged to leave the country, doubtless for tl»v; »onutry\ good, Facts w'.ich cume
•subsequently to light .learjy proved that, while in the zenith ot rlitir popularity, ii.id adding
converts to their churches by fifties and by hundreds, they were Jiving iu sin. The great
majority of their converts, as might l>c t'Kpected, »oon weut back to the world again -not
iiowever, without inflicting imnicnsc injury oo the cause, '

'

Facta like these staggered me, and led mc, whenever an opportunity ocetirred, to watch
narrowly the eftects produced on the community at large, i»y such revival efforts as those put
forth by your society at the hite Camp-meeting.

After jears of close observation and investigation, I um constrained to sav, what I have
already said in substance, in my letters,—that Oamp-meetings, especially when held in the
TH-;n»ty of towos and tiJUgcs, are the occasion, if not the cause, ot a v«st amount of
immorality.

But I »n> not alooe In my opinion: other minds Ij^vc been forced to the same conclusion.
•Why," says « li'-ing writer, -do wc protest against Camp-meetings? Kecanse tl.\ev afl'ord
to the mixed multitude \vho attend them, »»nusual i\n>i most abundant advantages' for the
practice of wickedness in many of it's foulest forms. It ih %voil known that wliile tlie mass of
tb* steady, orderly, and iuHuential wen of the community, whi* give tone to .society, and
impart n Ijcalthfnl direction to the current of its manners and tustoms, take little or no
interest in such assemblages, seldom slteud them,Jind then fora terv short time—on the other
hand, persona of almost every shade of color and character arc' advertised, invited, and
capected to attend. It is? not n»eant that person.^ «»f this description should not have the
gospel preached to them. I'hat is not the question. » Is the camp-meeting tlie best mkthoii
of bringing them under the purifying influence of the gospel?" Prove this -and then the
more you can crowd together on the carap-ground the better. But is it tlie wisest wav to
make such men holy, to press them together for several davs in succession, and several nig'hts
too, where ' as iron sharpeneth iron,' and lire kindleth fire, and depravitv stimulates to sin'
io the^ aocial principle and the combined tsnergies of vice excite to emulation in deeds of
enornaoua wickeaness ? Is it the best way to bring together in dangerous combination for
loany days and nights, men and women in mixed multitude, where, it cannot be denied, creat

fttt^l »^r<>/.J J£>/ "''i'tiij lit tuiiij ui JIJ, —__facilities are presented, to kindle nnbolv fires in the soul.
Tilest shapes?

"For let it be remerabered that these meetings are generaliv held in places remote
from the habitations of men, frequently at the foot of a raountain—alwavs in the woods

;

m«1 the night is the time of general leisure ftom trnrldlr aTocition.^- -tbo time. too. when


